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ESPNChicago.com 
Cubs slugger Kris Bryant isn't satisfied with simply making more contact 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
CHICAGO -- His quest for perfection in the batter's box will never reach its conclusion, but Cubs star Kris 
Bryant won't stop trying. The latest edition of his journey, which might well end up with Bryant in the 
Baseball Hall of Fame, features him making more contact than ever and striking out less. That's a novel 
concept in today's brand of major league baseball. 
 
"It's seeing these pitchers more and me just not wanting to strike out," Bryant said recently. "I'm making 
a better effort and swinging at better pitches and not getting myself out." 
 
Bryant had a rare day off on Sunday, which was followed by a day off for the entire team on Monday, so 
by the time he takes the field at home against the Cleveland Indians on Tuesday night, he should have 
that proverbial bounce to his step. That doesn't bode well for the opposition, as Bryant already leads all 
qualified National League hitters with a 1.010 OPS. A deeper dive reveals all sorts of goodies about 
Bryant's offensive production. Here are some: 
 
• His 29 percent line-drive rate is the highest of his career. 
 
• His 15.7 strikeout percentage is at a career low, down from a high of 30.6 in 2015, his rookie season. 
According to Elias Sports Bureau, Bryant is one of only two qualifying NL players who have reduced their 
strikeout percentage every full year since Bryant's rookie season. Joey Votto is the other, and Votto's 
rate is up so far this season. 
 
• Bryant's percentage of fly balls that are infield popups -- or near automatic outs -- is at a career low of 
just 6 percent. For comparison, perennial MVP candidate and teammate Anthony Rizzo has a 16 percent 
infield popup percentage. 
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• And a fun one: According to BaseballReference.com, an offensive team of nine Kris Bryants, combined 
with "average" pitching and defense, would feature a winning percentage of over .800. 
 
The numbers go on and on, as they do for many elite hitters in baseball, but Bryant's reduced strikeout 
rate sticks out the most. 
 
"The first year, I was chasing a lot more because you're not used to seeing major league pitching," 
Bryant said. "Now you have a history; you know how the pitches move and you know what to swing at 
and what not to. It's always a work in progress. I find myself chasing now, but sometimes you do have to 
give credit to the pitcher." 
 
And sometimes you have to give credit to a great hitter. But here's the most interesting thing about 
Bryant's strikeout total: He isn't as thrilled with the reduction as you might think. 
 
"Just because the strikeouts are down, it doesn't always mean it's necessarily a good thing, because 
when I struck out a lot, I felt like I was also still doing a lot of damage by hitting the ball in the air," 
Bryant explained. "Sometimes I go up there and just put the ball in play and ground out to short or 
something, and early in the count, you don't want to do that. I like that the strikeouts are down, but 
there is still a part of me that wants to make sure that when I don't strike out that I do something with 
the pitch I actually do hit." 
 
It might take a moment to let that sink in. In his attempt to reduce his strikeout total, which was as high 
as 199 in his rookie season, Bryant acknowledged he's not always swinging at some pitches he might be 
able to drive. In other words, contact is good, but how good is it if it's weak contact? How much 
different is that than a strikeout? 
 
"Maybe making too much contact early in the count against pitches that I don't necessarily want to 
make contact with isn't so good, like pitches down in the zone or sliders down," Bryant said. "It would be 
nice to swing through those sometimes and wait for a better pitch to get." 
 
It takes a sophisticated hitter to admit it might be better to swing and miss than make contact. But that's 
exactly what Bryant is. His recent Sunday Night Baseball discussion with Alex Rodriguez about hitting 
drew raves from around the league, as well as from his own team. It comes back to that quest for 
perfection. As Bryant adjusted his approach this season, he hit just two home runs in March and April, 
but May has seen a change. 
 
"It might just be the pitches I'm swinging at," he said. "Against the Cardinals [earlier this month], I was 
grounding out a lot. I had some nice hits, but I'd still rather get those balls in the air. I think I'm doing 
that more now." 
 
Bryant has gone deep six times this month, with a week left to add to that total. He's walking that fine 
line, increasing his line drives and decreasing his strikeouts but still wanting to hit the ball in the air -- 
and deep. 
 
"I think that's with anyone," Bryant said. "When strikeouts are down, you're probably grounding out 
more and making weak contact. It's not necessarily the best thing in the world. It looks nice on paper, 
less strikeouts, but it doesn't mean it's a great thing. Sure, it's nice to move the baseball like [Cubs 
manager] Joe [Maddon] has been talking about, but it just depends on what situation." 
 



 

Maddon's biggest issue is with runners on third base and less than two outs. That's a long-standing 
problem for the Cubs, who rank 26th in baseball in that department, as they've gotten the run home just 
44 percent of the time. That's about the same success rate as Bryant himself has had (43 percent), so 
there is at least one situation in which he's far from perfect. That's one of the few. 
 
Still, the quest continues. 
 
Maddon was asked what makes Bryant special, and he didn't recite one statistic, instead praising him for 
his hustle and work ethic. It's just another elite aspect of one of the best players in the game. 
 
"The thing about him, beyond the numbers, he plays hard every day," Maddon said on Sunday morning. 
"Every pitch he plays hard. That's what I really appreciate about him. That's part of the reason he's not 
playing today. He does get after it the proverbial 110 percent." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs vs. Indians: Which team is better positioned to get back to the World Series in 2018? 
By Tony Andracki 
 
It's been nearly 19 months since the Cubs and Indians played what may go down as history as the most 
important baseball game ever. 
 
Game 7s are always instant classics just because of the win-or-go-home aspect, but the added bonus on 
that early-November day in 2016 was the fact either one of Major League Baseball's longest 
championship droughts was going to end. It was just a matter of whether it would be the Cubs' 108-year 
history or the Indians' 70-year. 
 
Obviously we all know how that played out and for the first time since holding a 3-1 lead in that 2016 
World Series, the Indians are returning to Wrigley Field for a brief two-game set beginning Tuesday 
night. 
 
We're only a little over a quarter of the way through the 2018 campaign so the playoffs are a long way 
away. But could these two teams be destined for another date in the Fall Classic? 
 
Let's examine the current positions: 
 
STARTING PITCHING 
 
The rotation is the easiest place to look for championship teams. It's really hard to survive a month of 
high-intensity postseason baseball without a stable of workhorses (even in today's changing world of 
shorter and shorter outings).  
 
On paper in spring training, these looked like two of the top rotations in baseball. It hasn't played out 
that way for the Cubs, though there is clearly reason for optimism with the way Jose Quintana and Yu 
Darvish pitched over the weekend in Cincinnati. 
 
But the Indians rotation has been absolutely incredible, even including Josh Tomlin who was just 
bumped to the bullpen with a 7.84 ERA. The Top 4 starters in Cleveland can go toe-to-toe with any in 
baseball, as Corey Kluber (2.36 ERA, 0.84 WHIP), Carlos Carrasco (3.65, 1.07), Trevor Bauer (2.59, 1.12) 
and Mike Cleveniger (2.87, 1.16) would create plenty of issues for the opposition in a playoff series. 



 

 
The rotation is the true strength of the Indians and while the Cubs still boast a starting 5 that could 
potentially hold its own against anybody in baseball, this one has to go the way of Cleveland. 
 
Edge: Indians 
 
BULLPEN 
 
When you feature Andrew Miller and Cody Allen, it'd be easy to look at that and chalk it up as a 
Cleveland victory in the bullpen category, but things haven't been so great for the Indians of late. 
 
Miller can't stay healthy and even when he is on the mound, rough outings have dragged his overall 
numbers (3.09 ERA, 1.54 WHIP) down. We're not used to seeing Miller's ERA even start with a "2" let 
alone a "3" so this is definitely a cause for concern. Allen, meanwhile, has only blown 1 save in 7 
chances, but he also has a 3.32 ERA and 1.26 WHIP, which would be his worst numbers of any season 
since his rookie year of 2012. 
 
The rest of the Cleveland bullpen is a complete mess, with Zach McAllister (7.16 ERA), Dan Otero (7.47), 
Tyler Olson (6.08), Nick Goody (6.94) and Matt Belisle (5.06) all struggling. 
 
The relief corps has been an area of major strength for the Cubs in the first quarter of the season. Only 
Luke Farrell has an ERA above 5.00 in that Cubs bullpen and four different pitchers boast ERAs under 
2.00 — Brandon Morrow (1.13), Steve Cishek (1.71), Pedro Strop (1.35) and Brian Duensing (0.61).  
 
The Cubs' main trick will be managing the workload for all these guys to ensure they don't run full-speed 
into a wall as they did late last season. But for now, the Cubs bullpen is head and shoulders above the 
Indians. 
 
Edge: Cubs 
 
OFFENSE 
 
This is the toughest area to evaluate between these two teams. 
 
The Indians' offense is incredibly top-heavy with Francisco Lindor (.933 OPS), Jose Ramirez (.985) and 
Michael Brantley (.936) providing probably the best Top 3 in an order in baseball. Brantley wasn't 
around for that 2016 World Series and has missed so much time the last few years with health woes, but 
he's back and as good as ever right now. 
 
Beyond that, Cleveland is still searching for help. With Lonnie Chisenhall, Tyler Naquin and Bradley 
Zimmer on the disabled list, the Indians outfield was so desperate for help they had to add Melky 
Cabrera to the mix as well as needing to rely on 37-year-old Rajai Davis. 
 
Edwin Encarnacion will probably heat up at some point overall, but he's still on pace for close to 40 
dingers. Jason Kipnis has been atrocious and Yonder Alonso has also underwhelmed. There's not much 
in the way of offensive help coming, either, until Zimmer and Chisenhall are healthy. 
 
The Cubs feature a Jekyll and Hyde offense that sometimes looks like the best lineup in the game and at 
other times, causes their fanbase to pull out hair in frustration. But that's also the way the game has 
gone in general right now. 
 



 

That being said, Kris Bryant is making a serious case as the best player in baseball, Willson Contreras is 
making a serious case as the best catcher in baseball, Albert Almora Jr. is making a serious case as 
deserving all the Cubs' at-bats in center field and Javy Baez is making a serious case as the starting All-
Star second baseman this summer, currently leading the National League in RBI. 
 
Even Ian Happ has utilized a recent hot streak in Cincinnati to bump up his season numbers (now 
boasting an .870 OPS) and soon-to-be-37-year-old Ben Zobrist has a .382 on-base percentage. 
 
Once Anthony Rizzo gets back to being the hitter we all know him to be and Addison Russell starts 
depositing baseballs into the bleachers on a regular basis, you'd figure the Cubs offense would stablize. 
 
There's too much potential and talent here to finish anywhere but Top 3 in the NL in runs scored, which 
cannot be said about the Indians in the AL. 
 
Edge: Cubs 
 
DEFENSE 
 
Another area where the Cubs have been up-and-down, but once again, there is too much talent and 
potential here not to give Chicago the edge. 
 
Zimmer's return will greatly improve the Indians' team defense and Lindor is still great, but Cleveland 
still can't match the Cubs' potential Gold Glove contenders at 5+ positions (Rizzo, Russell, Baez, Almora, 
Jason Heyward). 
 
Edge: Cubs 
 
INTANGIBLES 
 
Both teams have some awesome veteran leadership and even the younger players are plenty battle-
tested. 
 
Terry Francona and Joe Maddon are two of the best managers in the game, but Francona may have a 
longer leash in Cleveland. Maddon's honeymoon period on Chicago's North Side ended the day the Cubs 
won the World Series, oddly. 
 
The jury is still out on the new Cubs coaching staff, too. Chili Davis looks to be making an impact with the 
Cubs offense at times and his strategy of using the whole field and limiting strikeouts will take some 
time to really show strides on a consistent basis. The Cubs pitching staff is still walking FAR too many 
batters, but that's hardly Jim Hickey's fault. 
 
Both teams should be plenty hungry all summer long as they were bounced from the 2017 postseason in 
ways that left poor tastes in their respective mouths. 
 
But we'll give this edge to the Indians simply because they are still searching for that elusive 
championship, so maybe that drive will give them a leg up on the Cubs. 
 
Edge: Indians 
 
OVERALL 
 



 

The Indians are 22-23, but actually sit in 1st place in the woeful American League Central. 
 
The Cubs are 25-19, yet duking it out with a trio of other teams in their own division. 
 
As such, the Indians' road TO the playoffs seems much, much easier as we sit here in the week leading 
up to Memorial Day. And the ability to cruise to a division title will allow them to rest and conserve their 
energy for October, while the Cubs will probably not get to coast to the NLDS like they did in 2016. 
 
That rest and relaxtion may give the Indians an edge, but as of right now, this Cubs roster looks to be 
better equipped to win it all. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs? White Sox? Manny Machado mum on Chicago possibilities as both sides of town dream of his 
World Series impact 
By Vinnie Duber 
 
What’s Manny Machado’s favorite pizza place? What’s his favorite bar on Rush Street? Does he want to 
shoot the puck at the Blackhawks game? Maybe drive a Red Line train? Headline Lollapalooza? 
 
Heck, is there anything that can get this guy to Chicago? 
 
Sadly, Machado has no opinion on Chicago, at least no opinion he'd like to share. He talks as though he’s 
experienced nothing but the tarmac at O’Hare and the inside of the visitor’s clubhouse at Guaranteed 
Rate Field. 
 
“To be honest, nothing,” Machado said when one of the multitude of media members asked him what 
he thought about the city ahead of his Baltimore Orioles’ game against the White Sox on Monday night. 
“I go from my (hotel) room to the ballpark to play baseball. I try to keep it simple, my life is simple. I 
don’t really do too much other than come here and play.” 
 
Sorry, Cubs and White Sox fans. No inside info to better the offer. 
 
Both sides of town are entranced by Machado Mania. The North Side wants him to arrive via trade and 
help deliver another World Series championship in 2018. The South Side wants him to ink a monster 
free-agent deal and deliver a whole bunch of World Series championships as the new face of the rebuild. 
 
But no matter whether you want the MVP candidate in blue pinstripes or 1983 throwbacks, he made no 
indication he’s thinking about his next team when he spoke Monday. 
 
“That’s out of my hands. I can’t control that,” he said. “I’ve got to go out and win some games, do as 
much as I can for my ball club. 
 
“I’m here to play baseball. Obviously you’ve got to answer these questions, but at the end of the day 
none of that matters. I’m here to win some games with my ball club, win some here with the Orioles, 
and play well at the same time. 
 
“I’m not getting distracted by any of this, and all this talk, it’s rumors. They’re all rumors and talks. At 
the end of the day, I’ve got to go out there and perform and win games for this ball club.” 
 



 

For the Cubs, rumors of a Machado pursuit would come at a seemingly steep cost. With almost nothing 
to deal away from the farm system, an Orioles team looking to jumpstart a rebuilding effort of their own 
would likely require Addison Russell as a centerpiece of any trade offer. Would Theo Epstein’s front 
office be willing to part with Russell, who they always speak so highly of, who is still just 24 years old and 
who remains under team control through the 2021 season? Just for a few months of Machado, who is 
by no means a guarantee to stick around on a free-agent deal? 
 
The Cubs’ title chase this season would figure to be better served by getting two of their recent pitching 
acquisitions to turn in more consistently good performances. If Jose Quintana and Yu Darvish can right 
their respective ships, the Cubs might not need to worry about blowing up their core to add an MVP 
candidate to an already menacing lineup featuring multiple All Stars. But there’s no doubt about it: Any 
team that adds Machado to the mix is going to improve its chances of hoisting a trophy this October. 
 
Unlike a pursuit of a player during free agency, it’s the Orioles the Cubs need to convince to seal a deal, 
not Machado, and even with Russell as the main piece, the Cubs’ package might not be the best one out 
there. But Machado, despite his comments, has likely heard a little bit of what it’s like to play on the 
North Side from the guy he calls his cousin, Albert Almora Jr. 
 
“As kids growing up we played together,” Machado said. “When we were playing in his backyard 
growing up, we always dreamed about playing together some day in the big leagues and putting on the 
same big league uniform and be on the same field, win a World Series together, that’s every kid’s 
dream.” 
 
Meanwhile, the White Sox are, as they’re doing in every facet of their existence at the moment, playing 
a long game when it comes to Machado or any big-name free-agent-to-be. Reports dating back to last 
winter say they’re expected to be one of the many teams vying to sign Machado to what’s sure to be a 
gargantuan contract when he joins Bryce Harper, Josh Donaldson and a host of other superstars in free 
agency this winter. 
 
Machado’s production has made him the object of White Sox fans’ affections for some time, and the 
dream of seeing him join all the young talent in this rebuilding effort and leading the South Siders in 
their next pursuit of a title is still alive and well in their minds. The White Sox will have the financial 
ability to pay the high price for Machado, if they choose — a price, it should be noted, that come winter 
will be only measured in money and not players, as a midseason trade during this campaign would be. 
Obviously the biggest selling point is their bright future, where he could anchor a lineup that also 
features Eloy Jimenez, Yoan Moncada and Luis Robert. Pair that with a boatload of cash, and maybe it’s 
enough to edge out the rest of what’s expected to be a very competitive market. 
 
The White Sox, too, have an apparent void at third base (or shortstop, should they do some 
maneuvering on the left side of the infield) moving forward after Jake Burger, last year’s first-round pick, 
twice tore the same Achilles tendon this year. While there’s still time needed to tell where exactly the 
White Sox will have major league holes to fill, penciling names into a 2020 lineup leaves most pencilers 
with a question mark at third base. Machado would fit nicely there, and the apparent need could 
provide more drive for the White Sox to get something done this winter. There will be other options, of 
course, should they miss out on Machado. Donaldson this winter and Nolan Arenado the following are 
two other alluring names. Be it Machado, it would be the kind of statement signing that signals that the 
rebuilding effort is ready to transition into the contention phase, much like the Cubs did with Jon Lester. 
 
And like the Cubs, the White Sox have their own Machado friend to make a convincing pitch. Nicky 
Delmonico played alongside Machado (and Harper, for that matter) on a Team USA squad back in 2009. 
 



 

“It was really cool. I got to play with Harper for two years and Machado (for one),” Delmonico said last 
week. “Just to be around that type of talent, it was a lot of fun. 
 
“It was pretty special. We had a lot of guys who are doing well at the big league level. It was like a big 
family. 
 
“You’re with each other every day. It’s like what I compare to the minor leagues. You’re playing every 
day in that short amount of time. So you got to know that person pretty well. And to play with those 
guys, it was a lot of fun.” 
 
And Welington Castillo, too, got to know Machado when they were teammates last year in Baltimore. 
 
“He’s special, honestly,” Castillo said. “I had the opportunity to play with him last year in the (World 
Baseball Classic) and then for a year with the Orioles. It’s nice to play with him in the same lineup and 
spend time with him. He’s an awesome player and an awesome person. I think that’s why everybody is 
talking about him. Everybody sees because he’s been showing them every year, what he can do. 
 
“Who wouldn’t want to have a guy like him?” 
 
If Machado has received any PR training through this process, he put it to good use Monday. Nothing he 
said indicated any preference to join either of this city’s teams either this season or next. He didn’t say 
the word “Cubs” once, and judging by his response to the lone question asked specifically about the 
White Sox, it doesn’t sound like the South Side rebuild is the talk of the Orioles’ clubhouse. 
 
That, though, will likely do nothing to dampen enthusiasm on either side of town that Machado could 
soon call this city home, nor does it mean Machado wouldn't be jazzed about joining a championship 
contender this season or a franchise with a bright future next season. 
 
But until a deal is made this summer or this winter — or both — it’s all just speculation. Until then, 
Machado’s going to try to beat one of Chicago’s teams four times this week, either as a preview of what 
could be or a display of opportunity lost. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Lots of buzz about Manny Machado, but Cubs have bigger issues 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
In reminiscing about the 2016 World Series, manager Joe Maddon noted the Cubs nearly went to the 
Fall Classic three consecutive seasons. 
 
“We have raised the bar, and it’s wonderful,” Maddon said. “The word ‘pressure,’ I think that’s 
wonderful, but we’re not at the zenith of our games. We’re not, and I know that. The scout in me knows 
that. The developmental component in me knows that. 
 
“That’s what’s so exciting about this group.” 
 
The trendy line of thinking is that acquiring Orioles superstar Manny Machado is essential for them to 
advance to the World Series for the second time in three seasons. 
 



 

But with less than three quarters of the season left, the Cubs have problems beyond Addison Russell’s 
lack of power or occasional defensive mistakes. 
 
— A superb bullpen includes four relievers who have appeared in 20 of the team’s 44 games. Will they 
wear down? 
 
— Ben Zobrist turns 37 on Saturday, and his body requires plenty of care. 
 
— Anthony Rizzo’s back tightened up before his batting grip. 
 
— A stretch of 23 games without a day off starting Aug. 21 will require preventive maintenance for the 
rotation. 
 
Cubs players and fans can rest assured President Theo Epstein and his advisers will correctly address 
needs before the trade deadline. However, the top of the once-deep farm system has been depleted 
with the early graduation of Ian Happ and the trading of marquee prospects Gleyber Torres, Eloy 
Jimenez and Dylan Cease. 
 
World Series championships are precious, but so is the opportunity to compete for them annually. Kris 
Bryant is destined to become one of baseball’s highest-paid players and Kyle Hendricks and Javier Baez 
are in line eventually to receive robust raises. Meanwhile, the contracts of Jason Heyward, Jon Lester 
and Jose Quintana will eat up considerable chunks of the payroll through at least 2020. 
 
All of that makes the cultivation of homegrown talent even more important. 
 
The assumption is that top prospect Adbert Alzolay would have to be included in any deal involving 
Machado, but Alzolay is the Cubs’ only close-to-ready pitching prospect. The Cubs may face a choice 
down the road: develop their own pitching or continue signing expensive free agents, which may hinder 
their ability to keep their position core intact. 
 
The ever-patient Maddon leaned on his days as an amateur scout with the Angels from 1981 to 1984. He 
wasn’t taking a shot at his current or past employers but emphasized taking the long view. 
 
“Too many times major-league personnel make decisions based on results and what they’re seeing 
now,” Maddon said. “Whereas a scout has to look at the crystal ball.” 
 
Maddon looked at Sunday’s lineup card, which featured Albert Almora Jr., Willson Contreras and Baez — 
each of whom played a key role in helping the Cubs win the 2016 World Series and are 26 or younger. 
 
“We keep getting better over the course of the season,” Maddon said. “It has happened the last three 
years.” 
 
If the Cubs need pitching reinforcements, left-hander Mike Montgomery or Alzolay could give the 
starters a breather. Left-hander Drew Smyly, who has pitched in 156 major-league games, could be 
ready in the second half. He underwent Tommy John surgery last June. 
 
If the Cubs run out of patience with Russell, they could opt for a cheaper option in A’s switch-hitting 
infielder Jed Lowrie, whom Cubs senior vice president Jason McLeod drafted with the Red Sox in 2005. 
 
Or they can continue to rely on the core players who have played in three straight National League 
Championship Series. 



 

 
“It’s nice to see the same faces and playing with the same team over the past couple years, and there’s a 
lot of trust in this clubhouse and what these guys can do,” Hendricks said. “We know these are the guys 
who can get it done.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Manny Machado, the ideal Cub, handles hoopla over arrival like superstar he is 
By David Haugh 
 
About 20 Chicago media members filed into a crowded Orioles clubhouse Monday to see the most 
intriguing baseball player in the city this week. 
 
A smart-aleck teammate greeted us. 
 
“He’s Manny Machado, not Prince Harry,’’ the Orioles player shouted. 
 
Maybe not, but if Machado keeps it up, the 25-year-old looks destined to become baseball royalty by 
the end of his career — which still could unfold locally. 
 
Machado just smiled at the razzing before moving the media session into the hallway out of respect for 
his teammates. He emerged through the doors wearing a striking $1,200 royal blue tiger sweater over a 
white T-shirt and a thick gold chain, his millennial hair style slicked back over his head. With poise and 
panache, Machado smoothly spent 10 minutes saying little in a manner that said a lot, eschewing details 
but further establishing himself as the kind of superstar who hardly would shy away from the spotlight. 
 
The ideal Cub. 
 
“Manny doesn’t mind the spotlight,’’ Orioles manager Buck Showalter said at Guaranteed Rate Field. 
“He doesn’t mind being expected to be that guy. When you have his type of ability, you don’t mind 
because he knows when they get through playing that song (the national anthem), he’s going to have 
three hours to kind of control some things. He’s a special talent. He really has reached the level of 
maturity that’s fun to watch.” 
 
Without hesitation, Machado acknowledged being flattered by the attention and noticing it enough to 
anticipate fanfare at 35th and Shields for a four-game series against the White Sox. He sounded 
emphatic drawing the line between playing baseball at an All-Star level and responding to questions 
impossible to answer. 
 
“We try to keep it as simple as possible and not distract us,’’ Machado said about the increasing trade 
talks an expiring contract draws. “Obviously, everybody knows the situation. Like I tell everybody, we 
have to win games, forget about the future and live in the moment.’’ 
 
At the moment, reports continue to link the Cubs to Machado more than any other team. The Cubs have 
a shortstop in Addison Russell but rarely does a team with a World Series-or-bust mentality get an 
opportunity to acquire one of the top five position players in baseball. Cubs President Theo Epstein 
carefully chose his words in a recent interview on WSCR-AM 670 but avoided saying never when 
explaining the delicate balance in trading for a rental player. 
 



 

Russell gets the edge defensively but Machado offers enough of an offensive upgrade to justify Epstein 
making a deal that would put the Cubs in better position to win their second World Series in three 
seasons. Other contenders likely will come up with attractive packages, too, but the Cubs at least could 
pique the Orioles’ curiosity with a proposal that included Russell, outfielder Ian Happ or pitcher Mike 
Montgomery and a prospect. 
 
“That’s out of my hands, I can’t control that,’’ Machado said of speculation. “What I can control at the 
time is stepping on that field every day trying to stay healthy. Play baseball, that’s what I’m here to do.’’ 
 
Most everything Machado said fell under the category of cliche — except for the part when he 
reminisced about growing up in south Florida with Cubs center fielder Albert Almora Jr., a friend close 
enough to call him a cousin. That relationship won’t affect whether the Orioles and Cubs connect as 
trade partners but will be worth remembering during free-agency if Epstein chooses to pursue Machado 
instead of Nationals star Bryce Harper. If Machado finds himself weighing two offers worth the same 
financially, his boyhood bond with Almora could help break a tie in the Cubs’ favor. 
 
“As kids growing up, we played together and playing in the backyard we always dreamed of playing 
together in the big leagues, putting on the same uniform and winning a World Series together,’’ 
Machado said. 
 
That dream could become reality as early as next November if the Cubs aggressively land Machado, 
whom the Orioles loathe to lose without compensation. Nobody can predict the next move of the 
Orioles, one of the most poorly run organizations in baseball, because general manager Dan Duquette’s 
contract also runs out after this season. 
 
"At some point, we're going to have to reckon with the fact that some of these players that are currently 
on our club might be more help to get us players that will help us win in the future,’’ Duquette told 
Bruce Levine on WSCR. “The issue for the Orioles would be, 'Will the Orioles ultimately trade a player 
who's on his way to a Triple Crown or possibly MVP season?’ ’’ 
 
Here’s another good question: Could the Sox also emerge as legitimate contenders once Machado hits 
free-agency? Machado immediately would become the centerpiece of the South Side rebuild. Imagine 
Machado in the middle of a batting order that includes Yoan Moncada, Eloy Jimenez and Luis Robert. 
Keeping Machado at shortstop, his preferred position, would enable the Sox to move Tim Anderson into 
left field, his best long-term home. The $300 million Machado likely will command in the open market 
might give Sox Chairman Jerry Reinsdorf pause but consider how much the Sox are saving this season 
with a $73 million payroll — $21 million of which goes to James Shields. A team that plays in the Chicago 
market can afford a marquee talent like Machado — no ifs, ands or buts. 
 
Is Machado the ideal Sox player too, even if he appeared to know little about the team when asked? 
 
The schedule says after Thursday’s series finale that the Orioles won’t return to town in 2018. 
 
If Chicago is lucky, Machado will be back. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Kyle Hendricks and Jose Quintana get extra days off before facing Giants 
By Mark Gonzales 
 



 

This time neither Kyle Hendricks nor Jose Quintana can blame the weather. 
 
Because of two scheduled days off this week, Hendricks and Quintana will get extra rest before their 
next starts Friday and Saturday, respectively, against the Giants. 
 
“That’s OK,” said Hendricks, who will make his sixth start on five days’ rest. “You can use this rest to your 
advantage.” 
 
Hendricks has pitched on four days’ rest — normal in a five-man rotation — only once, and he pitched a 
season-high 7 2/3 innings in 3-1 loss to the Rockies on May 1. 
 
With five days’ rest, Hendricks has posted a 2.81 ERA. 
 
“I might throw a normal bullpen session and a touch-and-feel warmup,” Hendricks said. 
 
Support system: Reliever Justin Hancock has taken care of several family members and friends who have 
seen him pitch at Wrigley Field and at ballparks as far away as Atlanta. 
 
“Who knows how long I’ll be here, so I might treat those guys because they had my back for so many 
years and I should treat them,” said Hancock, a native of Defiance, Ohio, who pitched at Lincoln Trail 
College in downstate Robinson. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon, however, senses that Hancock might stick around for a while. Hancock, 27, 
received his first major-league promotion on May 9 and possesses a fastball in the upper 90s mph range. 
 
“I want to be careful with him,” Maddon said of Hancock, who has struck out eight in 6 2/3 innings to go 
with a 2.84 ERA in five appearances. “This guy is relatively young, too, and he has done a great job in 
limited time. I think he’s going to grow into becoming a fabulous relief pitcher, so you want to keep an 
eye on that.” 
 
Extra innings: Albert Almora Jr. is batting .419 with eight runs and four RBIs in his last 10 games. … Steve 
Cishek and left-hander Brian Duensing have combined to limit opponents to a .165 batting average. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
We interrupt this Cubs season for a 2016 flashback 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
The 2016 season is a piece of Cubs history, a moment in time placed in a drawer that’s periodically 
opened to remind us it actually happened. 
 
But as the calendar flips and the championship roster gets smaller and smaller with each new year, you 
wonder what might have been had the old gang stayed together. 
 
It’s impossible to know, of course, in this day and age, when change is constant and players have a finite 
window to make as much as they can before the game tells them they’re no longer needed. 
 
Cubs President Theo Epstein is no sentimentalist. He let Jake Arrieta walk away, just as he did with 
Pedro Martinez when the Red Sox star was a free agent after their 2004 championship. 
 



 

It would be great if Arrieta was still around to face the Indians when they return to Wrigley Field on 
Tuesday night for the first time since Game 5 of the ’16 World Series. 
 
And who wouldn’t like to see Dexter Fowler leading off against Trevor Bauer or Aroldis Chapman facing 
Rajai Davis in the ninth inning with the game on the line? 
 
But time marches on, and many members of the ’16 champs now are scattered around the league, 
hoping to recreate the magical season they experienced in Chicago with new teammates in different 
cities. 
 
In the Cardinals clubhouse in St. Louis a few weeks ago, Fowler, the former Cub, said the players from 
the ’16 team all understood they would have to separate sooner or later. It just turned out “sooner” was 
operative word. 
 
“That’s the nature of the beast,” Fowler said. “I’ve been playing long enough. You realize it’s a business. 
We’ll always have a bond that no one can break.” 
 
Fowler is proof positive that the 2016 bond is enduring. He and Rizzo remain so tight that Fowler’s wife, 
Aliya, commented on an Instagram post that Dexter told her they had to postpone the date of her C-
section for the birth of their second child because the Cardinals were playing the Cubs in Chicago that 
week. 
 
Dexter said he had to go see “Riz.” 
 
“So I moved my due date. For you, Anthony Rizzo,” Aliya wrote. 
 
But Dexter said it was all a misunderstanding and that the series he was looking at on the schedule was 
actually the Cardinals’ trip to the South Side to play the White Sox. 
 
Crisis averted, and the Rizzo-Fowler bromance lives on. 
 
That tight bond also remains between Cubs fans and the members of the ’16 team. Fowler doesn’t get 
booed at Wrigley Field when the Cardinals come to town, and Arrieta no doubt will get a loud ovation 
when he returns with the Phillies in a couple of weeks. 
 
No one blames them for seeking their market value elsewhere, nor does Epstein hear any criticism for 
turning the page and letting those popular players go. This, after all, is a guy who once dealt Nomar 
Garciaparra (to the Cubs), a Boston legend, to help the Red Sox win it all in ’04. 
 
But when the Cubs and Indians play again this week, it will be difficult for Cubs fans to turn off the 
wayback machine for 48 hours. 
 
The World Series memories are still relatively fresh, even if the only obvious reminder is the 
championship flag flying above the bleachers. There’s one more subtle reminder on a wall outside the 
Cubs clubhouse — a blown-up photo of the postseason bleacher wall with chalk-written messages from 
Cubs fans, including “(Bleep) LeBron,” a shot at the NBA star who was shown on TV during the Series 
rooting for his hometown team. Epstein joked he would only remove the photo when James signs with 
the Bulls. 
 
The last time the Indians were at Wrigley was Game 5, when the Cubs trailed three games to one and 
manager Joe Maddon gave everyone permission to freak out. 



 

 
“Please be nervous, absolutely,” he said before the game. “You should be nervous. We have to win 
tonight, so go ahead and be nervous.” 
 
Jon Lester’s pitching and Kris Bryant’s home run helped the Cubs stay alive, and of course Chapman 
entered in the seventh inning to record the final eight outs. 
 
It was the Cubs’ first World Series victory at Wrigley Field since 1935 and propelled them to their first 
championship since 1908. Those memories will flood back this week, and deservedly so. 
 
And when the Indians leave town after Wednesday’s game, Cubs fans can go back to worrying about the 
season at hand. 
 
This is what they do best. 
 
Will Yu Darvish finally get his act together? Can the Cubs offense be more consistent? Is Epstein going to 
acquire Manny Machado? 
 
The names may change, but the saga goes on. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Kris Bryant rebounds from beaning in a big way 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Kris Bryant enjoyed a rare day off Sunday despite playing some of his best ball of the year after getting 
beaned four weeks ago. 
 
Bryant completed the Cubs’ recent six-game trip hitting .435 (10-for-23) with three doubles and three 
walks. He credits a flatter swing that has produced more line drives. 
 
“You change it a little bit, depending on where the pitch is pitched,” Bryant said. “But I feel I’m doing a 
pretty good job of hitting the pitches I’m supposed to hit and taking the pitches over the middle of the 
plate and putting the same swing on it every time.” 
 
Bryant leads the National League in on-base plus slugging percentage (1.010), is second in on-base 
percentage (.427) and third in slugging percentage (.583). 
 
“KB is extraordinary in there’s still areas he’s going to get better at in his game,” manager Joe Maddon 
said. “But beyond the numbers, he plays hard every day, and every pitch he plays hard. And that’s what I 
really appreciate about him, and that’s part of why he’s not playing every day — because he goes after it 
with the proverbial 110 percent.” 
 
From offense to defense and baserunning, Maddon marveled over Bryant’s overall effort. 
 
“The thing about him that I appreciate most is that as good as he is, he plays at a full clip on a nightly 
basis, and I know sometimes he doesn’t feel great.” 
 
Bryant admitted it took him a while to get on track after his beaning as he went hitless in his first seven 
at-bats. 



 

 
“It’s just a matter of getting back into the rhythm of things,” Bryant said. “When you’re forced to take 
time off, it really messes with a lot of things in baseball. You play of lot of games in baseball for a reason, 
to get in that rhythm.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Manny happy returns? Machado’s presence in town stirring Cubs, White Sox rumors 
By Steve Greenberg 
 
A public-relations man poked his head through the door, regarded the legion of Chicago reporters 
waiting to barge through it and issued a stern warning: 
 
“He isn’t here yet, and he won’t be talking about free agency.” 
 
Sure thing, bub. 
 
Five minutes later, Orioles superstar Manny Machado had his back against a wall outside the visitors’ 
clubhouse at Guaranteed Rate Field. With a calm, confident voice, terrific eye contact and a deep 
reserve of patience, he fielded a barrage of questions about — what else? We weren’t there to ask him 
about the weather. 
 
What’s it like having the world at your feet as a free-agent-to-be who probably will be traded as a 
summer/fall rental to a World Series contender (for the sake of argument, let’s say the Cubs) and just 
might break the bank in the offseason to the tune of a few hundred million? 
 
“Whenever your name’s being talked about, it’s always great,” Machado said. “I’ve heard nothing but 
great things from everyone. It’s always appreciated.” 
 
Hey, how totally awesome is Chicago? 
 
“I go from my [hotel] room to the ballpark and play baseball,” he said. “I try to keep it simple, my life 
simple.” 
 
Look, are you going to play here or not? 
 
“You know what? That’s out of my hands. I can’t control that. I’ve got to go out and win some games, do 
as much as I can for my ballclub.” 
 
Boy, do we ever want to see the 25-year-old Machado in a Cubs uniform. If it’s just for a few months, so 
be it. If it’s for a much longer haul, all the better. For that matter, the shortstop and third baseman could 
sign with the White Sox instead and instantly become the linchpin of a South Side winning machine. 
That would work, too. 
 
Already, he’s a three-time All-Star and a two-time Gold Glove winner with a pair of top-five finishes in 
American League MVP voting. And he’s off to an obscenely good start in 2018, hitting .343 with 15 
homers and 43 RBI after launching a fourth-inning blast Monday that was hit so hard, Sox left fielder 
Leury Garcia didn’t even bother to turn around. 
 
How does a Triple Crown sound? 



 

 
Eyeballing a player of Machado’s caliber was perhaps the only imaginable reason to head out in a cold 
rain to watch the worst two teams in baseball Monday. If the Sox do make a recruiting pitch to 
Machado, images of stands that are more than 90 percent empty surely won’t be part of it. 
 
But this is no time to go negative. Manny Mania is about hopes, dreams and possibilities. Sox catcher 
Welington Castillo, who played in Baltimore last season, called Machado “special” and “amazing.” 
 
“Everybody will want him,” Castillo said. “Who doesn’t want to have a guy like him?” 
 
Castillo, who also played alongside Machado for the Dominican Republic in the 2017 World Baseball 
Classic, already has tried softening up Machado to the idea of joining the Sox. Yet, no one in this town 
knows Machado better than Cubs outfielder Albert Almora Jr. They were childhood teammates and 
close family friends in Miami. 
 
“It would be something that our families and ourselves would really love to see, being in the same 
uniform,” Almora recently told the Sun-Times. 
 
Machado referred to Almora as his “cousin.” 
 
“When we were playing in his backyard growing up,” Machado said, “we always dreamed about playing 
together someday in the big leagues and putting on the same big-league uniform, being on the same 
field, winning a World Series together.” 
 
Machado was out with a season-ending knee injury when the Orioles reached the ALCS in 2014. His best 
season at the plate was in 2016, when he hit .294 with 37 homers and 96 RBI — all career highs — but 
the Orioles lost the AL wild-card game, and so he watched with a great rooting interest as Almora won it 
all with the Cubs. 
 
“It was awesome watching the World Series,” he said. “Every single player in the big leagues works hard 
to get to that situation, and to see my friend, cousin, family being in the World Series in the moment 
and scoring a big run [in Game  7] for the ballclub, nothing but excitement was going through my mind 
and going through my body at the time.” 
 
Machado claims not to have discussed a potential move to the Cubs with Almora, which can’t possibly 
be true. It sure doesn’t fit the Manny Mania narrative, anyway. Therefore, it cannot stand. 
 
Oh, how wonderful Machado would look at shortstop for the Cubs. (No offense, Addison Russell.) Or at 
third base for the Sox. If that means being a Cubs rental in 2018 — get the champagne ready — and the 
most expensive free agent in Sox history after that, sure, great, where do we sign? 
 
“If I wasn’t playing well, [we] wouldn’t be talking about anything,” Machado said. 
 
He isn’t merely playing well. He’s playing as well as anyone in the game. He’s playing like a guy with so 
few equals in the sport, they could be counted on one hand. 
 
Is it too soon to throw him a parade? 
 
-- 
 



 

Chicago Sun-Times 
Sustained success? Since championship, Cubs learn it’s harder than it looks 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
“Nothing is promised in this game. Nothing is promised in life. Teams that think they have these sure-fire, 
five-year windows have often seen them slammed shut in front of them through bad luck or performance 
or bad decision-making. We don’t take anything for granted.”  — Cubs president Theo Epstein, the day 
after the team was eliminated by the Mets in the 2015 playoffs. 
 
Watching the Cubs struggle through starting-pitching slumps and feast-or-famine hitting through the 
first quarter of the season, it can be easy to overlook what they have pulled off in the last three years, to 
forget that the high levels of angst are only as high as the expectations created by the success. 
 
‘‘It’s really difficult to do that,’’ Cubs manager Joe Maddon said of a three-year run that has featured six 
rounds of playoff victories in eight played. 
 
The Cubs’ homestand this week against the Indians and Giants — two of the teams they beat during 
their 2016 World Series run — offers two examples of just how difficult. 
 
Trevor Bauer beat the Cubs last month in Cleveland when the Indians and Cubs split a two-game series. 
He opens another two-game series at Wrigley Field on Tuesday, opposite Tyler Chatwood. 
 
And maybe a reminder or two for the Cubs about what they face trying to go deep again for a fourth 
consecutive year. 
 
‘‘It’s not an easy thing to do, in general, to win,” right fielder Jason Heyward said. 
 
Yet when a Cubs team loaded with rookie hitting talent lost to a Mets team loaded with young power 
pitching in 2015, the assumption was that the teams would be annual October combatants for years. 
 
Anybody seen Matt Harvey lately? 
 
The last time the Indians played at Wrigley Field, they won two out of three to take a 3-2 lead back to 
Cleveland in the 2016 World Series. The rest of the series is one of the greatest chapters in Cubs history 
— followed quickly by predictions and proclamations of a North Side dynasty. 
 
Anybody remember the first half of 2017? Or the gassed finish last October against the Dodgers? 
 
‘‘For anybody that has no idea, for anybody that’s reading about it, anybody that’s going, ‘This is the 
start of whatever,’ or thinking that you’re just going to be able to walk out of bed and do something, it 
just confirms how hard it is to win the World Series,’’ Heyward said. ‘‘Teams get better. Teams make 
adjustments every year. Every year is different.’’ 
 
Just ask the Indians, who fell short in the playoffs last season, entered this season as one of the favorites 
in the American League and enter this two-game series with a losing record (22-23). 
 
Or ask the Giants, who won World Series championships in 2010, 2012 and 2014 but failed to make the 
playoffs at all during the odd-numbered years in that stretch, in part because of the toll of previous 
Octobers. After the Cubs scored four runs in the ninth inning of Game 4 of the National League Division 
Series to eliminate them in 2016, the Giants struggled to the worst record in the NL in 2017. 
 



 

‘‘Going to the playoffs every single year is awesome, and you don’t ever take it for granted,’’ ace left-
hander Jon Lester said. ‘‘But it’s hard to play into almost November every single year and come back and 
recover and be ready to go for the next year. So some of those teams that do that consistently are going 
to have a year where it sort of falls apart, based on health [and workloads].’’ 
 
Whether a still-young Cubs core ever sees the playoffs again, the sight of the Indians at Wrigley Field 
figures to remind them of what it took to get to the top, if not why so many expect them to stay there. 
 
‘‘All those expectations, we don’t look at it as a bad thing and we don’t really worry about it,’’ said right-
hander Kyle Hendricks, the ERA champion in 2016. ‘‘We’ve been able to centralize everything into this 
clubhouse and really focus on the group here [now], and that was probably due in large part to what 
happened [in the World Series] in Cleveland.’’ 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs’ defense still ranks among best in baseball 
By John Grochowski 
 
If the Cubs’ defense has seemed a little error-prone season, that’s because it has been. 
 
Nevertheless, the Cubs remain one of the best defensive teams in baseball, again ranking among the 
leaders at turning balls in play into outs. 
 
Their 32 errors entering play Monday — tied with the Brewers for the second-most in the National 
League behind the Giants’ 34 — put them on a pace for 118, 23 more than last season. 
 
But the Cubs have been very good at preventing hits. And when a runner is on base, it doesn’t matter 
whether he got there via hit or error. 
 
Defensive efficiency measures the percentage of balls in play the defense turns into outs. The Cubs’ .718 
DefEff is below their historically good .728 of 2016 but better than their .699 of last season. They’re 
second in the NL to the Braves’ .723. 
 
That is borne out by the Cubs’ 26 defensive runs saved in the Baseball Info Solutions metric, third in the 
NL behind the Brewers’ 47 and the Diamondbacks’ 35 and fourth in the majors behind the American 
League-leading Astros’ 29. 
 
In a plus/minus system, runs saved weighs plays a fielder makes or doesn’t make compared to an 
average fielder. Other factors include good plays vs. misplays, double-play efficiency for middle 
infielders, arms for outfielders and more. Average is zero, and below-average fielders have negative runs 
saved. The White Sox (-27), Orioles (-32) and Phillies (-37) have had the weakest team defenses in 2018. 
 
The Cubs are at average or better at every position. They have zero DRS at catcher, broken down into +1 
for Willson Contreras and -1 for Victor Caratini. 
 
Albert Almora Jr.’s +6 ranks third among major-league center fielders. In the plus/minus category, he’s 
+5 compared to an average center fielder. He’s +2 for good plays vs. misplays and -1 for outfield arm, 
leading to the total of +6 in center. 
 



 

Jason Heyward and Kyle Schwarber have boosted their numbers with their arms. Heyward is +2 in 
limited play in center but is only +1 in right, where he was +18 last season. A +3 for right-field arm 
offsets a -1 for plus/minus and a -1 for good plays/misplays. 
 
Similarly, Schwarber’s +2 in left is mainly because of a +3 for his arm. Last season, his total was a -9. 
 
Addison Russell ranks second in the majors at shortstop at +6. He ranked second in 2016 and 2017. 
 
Javy Baez already has six errors at second and four at short after four and 11 all last season. Runs saved 
reflects his up-and-down start, with a +2 and second and a -2 at short. 
 
The corners have been solid, with Kris Bryant’s +1 at third and Anthony Rizzo’s +4 at first. Jack-of-all-
trades Ben Zobrist has been a big positive with a +4 in right to go with a +1 in left, a +1 at second and a -
1 at first. 
 
The Cubs hope to fix the erratic part, but their defense has been efficient despite the error 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Orioles' Machado draws crowd, but will Cubs join the hype? 
By Bruce Miles 
 
There were so many Chicago media members waiting to talk with Orioles star Manny Machado on 
Monday that a Baltimore beat writer stopped and took a photo of the receiving line. 
 
When a member of the Orioles popped his head outside the clubhouse, he let out a mild expletive. 
 
About the only guy who didn't seem to be surprised by the fuss was Machado himself. 
 
Machado, the Orioles' otherworldly shortstop, won't be 26 until July, but he seems savvy beyond years 
and comfortable dealing with a big-market media. He admitted with a sheepish smile that he was 
expecting a crowd of curious reporters. 
 
"Yeah, probably," he said outside of the Orioles clubhouse at Guaranteed Rate Field. "It was in the back 
of my mind for sure." 
 
Machado has been front and center of news reports and rumors from coast to coast. He is eligible for 
free agency this coming fall, and with the numbers he's putting up and his youth, he could rival 
Washington Nationals right fielder Bryce Harper for the type of contract he gets. 
 
First things first. The Orioles may not be able to re-sign their first-round pick from the 2010 draft, so 
they'll entertain all offers for a trade. 
 
Teams sure to pursue Machado will be the Cubs and perhaps the White Sox. 
 
"That's out of my hands," Machado said. "I can't control that. Got to go out there and win some games 
and do as much as I can for my ballclub." 
 



 

A deal with the Cubs seems a long shot, but it's wise never to count out team president Theo Epstein 
even if he did say on WSCR radio that: "As a rule, we will not be paying premiums for rentals. We just 
won't. It's hard to build an organization that way." 
 
Epstein left himself enough wiggle room with the phrase, "as a rule." If Epstein and general manager Jed 
Hoyer feel on or before the July 31 nonwaiver trading deadline that the Cubs have a legitimate chance 
to win the Cubs' second World Series title in three years, they may go for broke and take their chances 
on signing Machado after the season. 
 
The Orioles will want a boatload of talent in return as they embark on what looks to be a rebuilding 
program. The problem for the Cubs is that they don't have the minor-league talent they did when they 
obtained rental reliever Aroldis Chapman in July 2016 or when they got starting pitcher Jose Quintana (a 
player the Cubs still control) last summer from the White Sox. 
 
The cream of the Cubs' minor league system has graduated to the big-league club, and that means the 
Orioles would no doubt ask for some of that big-league talent, including shortstop Addison Russell, 
second baseman Javier Baez, catcher Willson Contreras, left fielder Kyle Schwarber or outfielder-
infielder Ian Happ -- most likely some combination of such players. 
 
The Cubs have had trouble developing young pitching in recent years, but they do have Adbert Alzolay 
at Class AAA Iowa, where he is 2-3 with a 4.70 ERA this season. For his minor-league career, Alzolay is 
31-21 with a 3.40 ERA. 
 
Machado is doing his part on the field to drive up his own value. His line coming into Monday night's 
game against the White Sox was .343/.419/.652 with 14 homers and 42 RBI. That contributed to a career 
line of .283/.334/.486 with 152 homers. 
 
One thing Cubs management has to like about him are his unflappability and focus, on baseball and the 
ability to block out the distractions. 
 
"When your name is being talked about, it's always good," he said. "I've heard nothing but great things 
from everyone. It's always appreciated. I've got to go out there, keep playing baseball, keep doing the 
things that I love, and everything will take care of itself." 
 
The focus is such that Machado said he doesn't even have a read on the city of Chicago despite being in 
the big leagues since 2012. 
 
"To be honest, nothing," he said. "I go from my (hotel) room to the ballpark and play baseball. I try to 
keep it simple, my life simple. I don't really do too much. I come here and play." 
 
Machado does have one connection to the Cubs. He and Cubs center fielder Albert Almora Jr. aren't 
related, but Machado refers to Almora as his cousin from their days together in South Florida. 
 
"We played together as kids to begin with," Machado said. "We were playing in his backyard growing up. 
We've always dreamed about playing together someday in the big leagues and putting on the same big-
league uniform, being on the same field, winning a World Series together. That's every kid's dream." 
 
As for how he deals with the speculation while trying to play baseball, he articulated it well. 
 



 

"I've got one mindset, which is play baseball," he said. "Go out there and leave it all on the field. After 
that, I can't control any of that stuff. I'm going to try to be the best player I can possibly be when I step 
out on that field. 
 
"We try to keep it as simple as possible. I've got to answer the questions I need to answer, try to keep it 
away from my playing, not distract us out there. But obviously, everybody knows the situation and 
knows everything that's going on in the back of our minds. Like I tell everybody, forget about the future 
and live in the moment." 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Scouting report: Chicago Cubs vs. Cleveland Indians 
By Bruce Miles 
 
Cubs vs. Cleveland Indians at Wrigley Field 
 
TV: 
WGN and ESPN Tuesday; NBC Sports Chicago Wednesday 
 
Radio: 
WSCR 670-AM 
 
Pitching matchups: 
The Cubs' Tyler Chatwood (3-3) vs. Trevor Bauer (3-3) Tuesday at 6:05 p.m.; Jon Lester (4-1) vs. Adam 
Plutko (1-0) Wednesday at 7:05 p.m. 
 
At a glance: 
The Indians lead the American League Central but at 1 game below .500 (22-23). Northbrook's Jason 
Kipnis is off to a slow start with a .171 batting average. Jose Ramirez provides pop with a line of 
.295/.384/.601 with 13 homers and 31 RBI, both of which lead the team. Michael Brantley is at 
.331/366/.570 with 7 homers and 29 RBI. The Indians ranked 10th in the American League in batting 
average and ninth in on-base percentage entering Monday. Their 67 home runs were tied for second in 
the AL. The Cubs were first in OBP (.341) in the National League and second in runs scored. Their team 
ERA of 3.28 led the NL heading into Monday even though they were 10th in quality starts. The two 
teams split a pair of games at Progressive Field in late April. 
 
Next: 
San Francisco Giants at Wrigley Field, Friday-Sunday 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Too soon to think the Cubs will need to add a hitter at the trade deadline? 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
CINCINNATI — Joe Maddon picked up the game notes off the floor of the manager’s office inside Great 
American Ball Park’s visiting clubhouse, citing the lists that showed the Cubs have the most regular-
season wins (317) and road victories (150) since the start of the 2015 season. 
 



 

Maddon looked down at the blue lineup card on his desk before Sunday afternoon’s win over the 
Cincinnati Reds, reading some of the names that almost made it look easy during that 2016 World Series 
run, leading to the assumption that October baseball would be played at Wrigley Field for years to come 
and the Cubs already built the foundation for a dynasty. 
 
When in reality it took an amazing ninth-inning comeback to avoid facing Johnny Cueto, Madison 
Bumgarner and the San Francisco Giants in an elimination game. Clayton Kershaw, Kenley Jansen and 
the Los Angeles Dodgers held the Cubs scoreless for 21 consecutive innings during the NLCS. A banged-
up Cleveland team pushed the World Series into the 10th inning of Game 7. 
 
“Listen, believe me, none of it’s lost on me,” Maddon said. “These guys are really young. They don’t lack 
experience, but they’re still really young and they’re still learning their craft. These are the things that I 
think get overlooked because we have raised the bar. 
 
“I love the word ‘pressure’ and I think that’s wonderful. But we’re still not at the zenith of our games. 
We’re not. We’re not. The scout in me knows that. The developmental component of me knows that. I 
know that. And that’s what’s so exciting about this group.” 
 
But is that group enough? Will it happen for them this year? Is Manny Machado here yet? 
 
Those questions are legitimate even though the Cubs already spent five top-10 picks on Javier Báez, 
Albert Almora Jr., Kris Bryant, Kyle Schwarber and Ian Happ. Theo Epstein’s front office also flipped 
another former first-round pick (Andrew Cashner) and a 200-inning pitcher (Jeff Samardzija) to get 
Anthony Rizzo and Addison Russell. Plus, Ben Zobrist and Jason Heyward cost $240 million to diversify 
the offense the New York Mets shut down during the 2015 NLCS. 
 
Oh, yeah, it’s not even Memorial Day yet and the Machado speculation’s already driven multiple news 
cycles for weeks. 
 
For years, the organization’s priorities in the draft, on the free-agent market and at the July 31 trade 
deadline could be summed up with four words: It’s the pitching, stupid. But the 2018 Cubs aren’t quite 
that desperate for arms and their offense has shown some of the same boom-or-bust tendencies, even 
while piling up the second-most runs in the NL. 
 
When Cleveland returns to Wrigley Field on Tuesday for the first time since Aroldis Chapman unleashed 
42 pitches and closed out Game 5, it will be a reminder of all the elements that made that World Series 
team so hard to beat. With Dexter Fowler at the top, Bryant and Zobrist in MVP form, and Rizzo and 
Russell also enjoying All-Star seasons, the 2016 Cubs had a relentless lineup that wore down pitchers. 
 
Right now, Rizzo gives the lineup a “day-to-day” prognosis, because the Cubs (25-19) don’t really know 
what to expect from one game to the next. 
 
“Everyone’s focused and prepared and ready to go,” said Rizzo, who boosted his batting average above 
.200 with a good weekend in Cincinnati. “There are days we come out bangin’ and days we come out 
cold. It is what it is.” 
 
This 44-game sample size is skewed by 15 against the Reds, White Sox and Miami Marlins, three tanking 
teams with a cumulative 5.09 staff ERA. The Cubs have scored at least 10 runs in nine games — and 
generated three runs or less 21 times this season. 
 



 

Reenergized after last year’s World Series hangover, Maddon sounded genuinely optimistic, not at all 
defensive about his record or the team’s evolving hitting philosophy. Maddon sometimes goes into that 
spin zone, but there were no cameras rolling or strangers sticking microphones in his face. 
 
Báez understood why Maddon benched him on Saturday for not running to first base and still leads the 
NL with 38 RBIs. Happ went 5-for-11 with nine walks, two doubles, two homers and a triple during the 
four-game series in Cincinnati. Whether or not it’s a coincidence, Russell finally started hitting right 
around the time the Machado trade rumors surfaced. 
 
As much as Maddon is connected to his iPad and fluent in analytics, deep down he still views part of the 
game like a bar fight in Hazleton. Maddon believes in the intimidation factor, what the opposing 
manager thinks when he reads the names on the lineup card and if it makes the other pitcher 
uncomfortable. 
 
“For a while there, they saw some holes,” Maddon said. “Not necessarily holes in the batting order — 
holes regarding where they can pitch certain guys. We got to eliminate those holes. But I think I can say 
the same thing about every other team we’ve played, even the teams that you consider ‘good’ offensive 
teams. I think when we’re right on, we’re intimidating.” 
 
The Cubs have to keep making those mental adjustments, playing matchups and covering for the softer 
spots in their lineup. Rizzo is near the bottom of the majors in terms of pitches per plate appearance 
(3.60). Báez hasn’t walked since April 11. Happ is striking out 40 percent of the time. Russell has one 
homer through 162 plate appearances. Heyward has now played 300 regular-season games for the Cubs 
and posted a .667 OPS that ranks 163rd out of the 168 qualified big-league hitters between 2016 and 
2018. 
 
“I like the back-and-forth flow,” Maddon said. “Often times we’re able to go right-left-right, switch-
hitter, so I think we match up tough against their bullpen. They got to put some thought into the bullpen 
daily. 
 
“If I see Bryant/Rizzo back-to-back, that’s always going to bother me. Schwarber, right now, is coming 
on. I think consistently the four best hitters should be Zobrist, [Willson] Contreras, Rizzo, Bryant, and 
here comes Schwarber. That’s pretty good. 
 
“I think a lot of thought goes into it. They’re going to try to drill down into the ‘Where do we pitch these 
guys?’ But I think when they look at us athletically, youthfully, and what we’ve done, there’s a lot of 
respect there.” 
 
While maneuvering to stay beneath this year’s $197 million luxury-tax threshold, the Cubs purposely 
didn’t sign one of the big-name free agents lingering on the open market, because they wanted to save 
money for the trade deadline and get a stronger sense of what they would actually need in-season. 
Meaning it’s a fluid situation where Machado will keep having an MVP-level season for a last-place 
Baltimore Orioles team and the Cubs get 10 more weeks to figure out what they want and the price 
they’re willing to pay. 
 
“There’s going to be good days and there’s going to be bad days,” Schwarber said. “It’s a crazy game. 
There’s going to be days where you go out and you score 12 runs and pitch a great game and give up 
one, two, no runs. And then there’s going to be days where you’re trying to win a 2-1 game. It’s just the 
way baseball is. I wouldn’t say there’s any panic on the offensive side at all. We just got to be able to 
execute our game plans.” 
 



 

-- 
 
The Athletic 
Manny Mania overtakes Chicago, but Machado isn’t fazed by Cubs trade rumors 
By Lauren Comitor 
 
Let’s get one thing out of the way right now: Manny Machado is just here to play baseball. 
 
He said as much about 15 times during a seven-minute interview with almost two dozen media 
members who descended upon the visitors clubhouse at Guaranteed Rate Field on Monday to ask him 
questions that he can’t really answer. 
 
If he were surprised by the large crowd waiting at his corner locker when he arrived, he didn’t show it. 
Machado stopped only to drop off his backpack, take out his AirPods and endure some light ribbing from 
teammates before he followed dutifully the media outside into the hallway to face the questioning. 
 
Wearing a Gucci dark blue cardigan adorned with tiger heads (retail price $1,380), Machado said he’s 
focusing on what he can control, rather than the rumors swirling about a potential trade to the Cubs or 
any other team. 
 
“I’m here to play baseball,” he said. “I mean, obviously we’ve gotta answer these questions, and we 
gotta stand in front of the camera. But at the end of the day, none of that matters, and if you don’t go 
out there and you don’t win some games for your ballclub, win [games] for the Orioles and play well at 
the same time. If I wasn’t playing well, they wouldn’t be talking about [it].” 
 
Machado is certainly playing through distraction to the tune of a .343/.419/.652 slash line. Going into 
Monday’s game, he was fourth in the majors with 14 home runs, 2.6 WAR and a 182 wRC+. But it’s the 
Baltimore Orioles’ 14-32 record going into Monday night’s matchup with the White Sox that has allowed 
these rumors to pick up steam more than two months before the trade deadline. 
 
Machado has never played a professional game at Wrigley Field, and he’s not spending his four days in 
Chicago seeing the sights of the city that could be his future home. He said he typically spends most of 
his time in the team hotel. But the Cubs are an obvious trade destination, perhaps even the likeliest, 
depending on what Theo Epstein is willing to give up. 
 
The fact that Machado grew up in Miami with Cubs center fielder Albert Almora Jr., a close friend he 
calls his cousin, only adds fuel to the fire. 
 
“I mean as kids growing up, we always, we played together, as kids, to begin with,” Machado said. “And 
when we were playing in his backyard growing up, we’ve always dreamed about playing together 
someday in the big leagues, and put on the same big league uniform, be on the same field and win a 
World Series together. I mean, that’s every kid’s dream.” 
 
Machado said Monday that he and Almora haven’t discussed the Cubs rumors, only noting that “he got 
a ring before I did.” Back in January, Almora told our Patrick Mooney that the two “talk a little bit 
[about] trades.” 
 
“Whenever your name’s being talked about, it’s always great,” Machado said. “I’ve heard nothing but 
great things for everyone, and it’s always appreciated. So just gotta, like I said, keep playing baseball, 
keep doing the things that I love and everything else will take care of itself.” 
 



 

Obviously, it’s not the first time Machado’s name has come up in rumors, let alone connected to 
Chicago team. Last December’s White Sox-Machado trade rumors during the winter meetings kept a 
chilly hot stove lukewarm, but the prospects the Sox likely would have had to give up, and Machado’s 
impending free agency, rendered that possibility very unlikely. 
 
In a difficult Year 2 of their rebuild, the White Sox are taking things day by day. But as catcher Welington 
Castillo, who played with Machado for the Dominican Republic in the World Baseball Classic and in 
Baltimore last year, said, “Who wouldn’t want to have a guy like [Machado]?” 
 
“I have to maintain and make sure that I take care of every single guy we have in our clubhouse at this 
moment and everybody we have in the system,” the always tight-lipped manager Rick Renteria said. 
“Maybe we do have a Manny Machado within our grasp within the system. I certainly hope so. Right 
now I’ll focus on this and all the other things that might come as a consequence of an organization 
continuing to move forward and expanding its role in terms of how we feel we are going to be moving 
competitively, I’ll leave those questions to be answered by those guys appropriate for those questions.” 
 
Nothing Machado said Monday provided any clarity on the situation, but we didn’t expect it to. That 
likely won’t come for a while. But one thing was clear in that small chunk of time Machado spoke: the 
25-year-old is already a superstar, and carries himself as yet another who would fit right in in the Cubs’ 
futuristic, star-studded clubhouse. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Should the Cubs do a hypothetical deal: Addison Russell (and friends) for Manny Machado? 
By Jon Greenberg 
 
In the sports world, it’s common to disregard the authenticity of a quote, because they just don’t say 
‘em like they used to. 
 
Especially, the days of plain-talking, honest sports executives have gone the way of the typewriter. In a 
Twitter world, most guys in khakis and polo shirts don’t value being quotable anymore. At least not on 
the record. 
 
But more than any other executive in town, Theo Epstein’s carefully parsed words carry an unusual 
weight. 
 
When Epstein recently said on the team’s flagship radio station, The Score, that the Cubs, as a general 
practice, aren’t interested in shipping prospects for short-term rentals, like Orioles shortstop Manny 
Machado, people believe him. Even if we know Epstein is as nimble with his words as Javy Báez is with 
his hands. 
 
“As a rule,” he told the Bernstein & McKnight Show last week, “we will not be paying premiums for 
rentals. We just won’t. It’s hard to build an organization that way.” 
 
He went on to say, in one of his novella-length answers, that the Cubs’ plan for this season, “will 
probably not include paying for a significant premium of future assets for a rental.” 
 
But what does “significant premium of future assets” mean? The Cubs don’t have many “future assets” 
in the minor leagues. Is Addison Russell a “future asset?” Ian Happ? 
 



 

It’s at least a month too early to talk trades. Trade season doesn’t begin behind the scenes until the 
amateur draft is over. The draft begins June 4. The Cubs have no immediate need for Machado that 
would necessitate quick action, besides, of course, if they want to beat out other teams to get him. 
 
The Cubs certainly would like to add Machado, who is in Chicago for a series against the White Sox. Who 
wouldn’t? Machado turns 26 next month and he’s already a perennial All-Star and MVP candidate. This 
season, he’s put up a .343/.419/.652 slash line with 14 homers and 42 RBIs. Honestly, it’s kind of a joke 
to talk about Russell and some minor leaguers in a deal for him. 
 
But this isn’t Jim Hendry’s Major League Baseball. Rentals, like sports columnists’ opinions, aren’t as 
valuable as they once were. But the Cubs are in a state where they have to look for an edge if they want 
to host another parade this November. 
 
In 2016, as Epstein discussed on the show, the Cubs needed a closer for October so they gave up super 
prospect Gleyber Torres for a few months of Aroldis Chapman. Torres is now the starting second 
baseman for the New York Yankees, an All-Star in the making. 
 
Last year, the Cubs were flailing at the All-Star break and they needed starting pitching then and in the 
future. The availability of José Quintana through 2019 fit both needs enough that the Cubs were willing 
to meet Rick Hahn’s demands of Eloy Jiménez, Dylan Cease and two minor league infielders, one of 
whom, Matt Rose, is hitting in Double-A Birmingham. 
 
Despite his struggles this season, Quintana is solid, and could be the difference in a playoff series. 
Jiménez looks like a star in the making, to say nothing of Cease’s potential as a starter or, more likely, a 
star reliever 
 
Each situation was unique and each time the Cubs probably “lost” the deal in the long term and went 
into each agreement knowing that could be the case. While the Cubs value their prospects, they also 
have a bloodless idea of their worth. Epstein has to weigh potential with immediate need and when 
you’re in the Cubs’ situation, immediacy takes precedence just about every time. 
 
Now, Machado stands there, alluringly, as a short-term rental capable of helping a team win a World 
Series and walking this fall to earn $200 million-plus as a free agent. 
 
What is he worth? Well, what is another World Series worth? Is it worth losing Russell now, as opposed 
to when he becomes a free agent in 2022? 
 
The answer is: yes. It’s giving up on him early, but if the Cubs deal Russell, they’re operating on a very 
educated hunch. 
 
Is he worth Russell and, say, Ian Happ? The answer is: no. The Cubs don’t have that much depth. 
 
Could the Cubs sign Machado this winter, making Russell obsolete as it is? Yes, it’s possible. 
 
The Cubs’ payroll is climbing precipitously with every arbitration-eligible player and Jason Heyward’s 
deal is looking like an all-time albatross who earns more per speech than Epstein himself. 
 
But the Cubs could sign either Machado or Bryce Harper to front-loaded deals with early opt-outs that 
benefit the players. Though if I’m either of those two, I’m not sure the freedom of movement and the 
lure of another payday is worth the lack of security. 
 



 

The Cubs would also have to be sure they’d want Machado at shortstop because moving Bryant to the 
outfield would require more juggling with less certainty. 
 
The Orioles will get more offers, and if they just want minor league talent, much better ones. They 
should want Russell, who has a track record, good and bad, and loads of unrealized potential. That 
Russell is hitting a little bit now means he’s more likely to be moved. There wasn’t much of a market for 
him or Kyle Schwarber in the offseason because of their 2017 numbers. 
 
I believe the Cubs would move Russell without much hesitation because of Báez’s promise and his mixed 
reviews. Schwarber is looking like last year’s slump is behind him. Happ is worth holding onto, as a 
power-hitting switch hitter. 
 
Would Baltimore rather have a 24-year-old veteran in Russell than a host of 20-year-old prospects 
available elsewhere? Total rebuilds are in vogue. Do the Orioles value selling tickets and creating 
interest in a division that looks to be dominated by the Yankees and Red Sox in perpetuity? Or do they 
bide their time for years down the road? 
 
Baltimore isn’t exactly an easy team to deal with, so no one knows for sure. 
 
For the first four years of the Epstein regime, Cubs fans were conditioned to appreciate patience, to look 
toward the future and remember that prospects are worth more than trade chips for short-term 
happiness. 
 
But the window won’t be open forever. Sometimes it’s worth trading the future, a small piece of it, for 
present glory. Russell’s tenuous future isn’t worth as much as Machado’s reliable present. 
 
What is a World Series ring worth? Everything. 
 
That’s why if the Orioles are amenable to Russell and a couple minor leaguers, I think the Cubs make a 
deal before other teams swoop in. 
 
The Cubs don’t have to get Machado to make a World Series run. Yu Darvish and Quintana will 
determine their postseason viability as much as any one hitter. 
 
But the Cubs were built over years and years for this kind of moment. As an organizational rule, the 
Epstein Cubs don’t make lopsided deals for the present. Except when they do and it works. 
 
-- 
 
 


