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Breaking down Padres' 40-
man roster challenge 
Kevin Acee  

The reality is, considering the team talks about identifying “championship” players, 
this is probably more of a roster challenge than a roster crunch. 

By their own assessment, the Padres are to the point where it’s time to begin digging 
out of the “building” mindset. If so, now is the time to start weeding out middling 
players. 

But the organization does, indeed, have a challenge ahead in deciding which of its 
major league players to let go and which of its minor league players to make sure it 
keeps. 

Ostensibly, the 40-man roster appears to have 13 available spaces for more than twice 
that many players. 

Even if we were inside the personnel meetings the Padres began Monday, it would be 
an impossible task to predict the roster at this point, given the possible trades and 
signings to come. Every variable has at least a couple other variables attached to it, 
and some of the variables’ variables have a few possible offshoots as well. 

There is almost no player the Padres wouldn’t at least consider in trade offerings. The 
team got enough calls in July and August and had enough players finish strong in the 
majors and minors that they have an inkling regarding who wants what. 

Among the primary potential trade targets for other teams are corner 
outfielders Hunter Renfroe and Franmil Reyes, catchers Austin Hedges, Francisco 
Mejia and Austin Allen, and a plethora of starting pitching prospects. That latter 
group likely includes Eric Lauer and Joey Lucchesi, two lefties who showed in their 
rookie campaigns that they could cheaply fill a spot in many rotations. And veteran 
relievers Craig Stammen and Kirby Yates will be part of discussions. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hunter-renfroe-PESPT0016809-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/austin-hedges-PESPTF00618-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/craig-stammen-PESPT0015561-topic.html
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So with all that in play, this is merely a starting point. 

Barring trades, 27 current major leaguers are almost certainly locks to remain on the 
Padres’ roster. Another six minor leaguers seem to be in the team’s plans at least to 
continue examining what they might offer for another year, and those players would 
need to be on the 40-man roster by Nov. 20 or become exposed in the Rule 5 draft. 

If that is the case, that leaves seven spots for the 17 other big leaguers currently on the 
40-man roster (or 60-day disabled list). 

Additionally, there are some 50 more minor leaguers eligible for the Rule 5 draft, the 
Dec. 13 exercise in which teams can pilfer from other organizations minor league 
players of a certain experience level. (Of those 50, nine are included here as possibly 
making the cut.) 

On 40-man roster; 

Seem certain to remain 

Pitchers 

LH Jose Castillo 

RH Miguel Diaz 

LH Robbie Erlin 

RH Dinelson Lamet: Will be reinstated from 60-day DL after World Series; expected 
to return midseason. 

LH Eric Lauer 

LH Joey Lucchesi 

RH Jacob Nix: Enough promise to have him compete in spring training. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
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RH Luis Perdomo: Valuable asset as “swing” pitcher as team seeks creative ways to 
maximize pitching staff. 

RH Craig Stammen 

RH Robert Stock 

LH Matt Strahm 

RH Rowan Wick: Mid-90s fastball; allowed five runs in 1 1/3 innings Sept. 7 at 
Cincinnati, one run in other seven innings. 

LH Brad Wieck: Three of 24 batters faced reached base against 6-foot-9 rookie. 

RH Trey Wingenter 

RH Kirby Yates 

Catchers 

Austin Hedges 

Francisco Mejia 

Infielders 

Eric Hosmer 

Wil Myers 

Cory Spangenberg: Utility man has .775 OPS vs. RHP past two seasons. 

Luis Urias 

Christian Villanueva: Trade possibility, as starting 3B or big right-handed bat (1.118 
OPS vs. LHP) off bench. 

Outfielders 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
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Franchy Cordero 

Travis Jankowski 

Manuel Margot 

Hunter Renfroe 

Franmil Reyes 

Currently on 40-man; 

Possibly/likely outrighted or released 

Pitchers 

RH Colten Brewer: A 2.28 WHIP in 9 1/3 innings. 

RH Brett Kennedy: Not able to kick down door in what was likely his window of 
opportunity before next wave of pitchers lands in spring. 

RH Walker Lockett: Three starts lasted total of 13 innings. See Kennedy explanation. 

RH Kazuhisa Makita: Little risk in exposing him to waivers. If claimed, that team 
pays his $1.9 million salary for ’19. If not, he can earn job in spring. 

RH Phil Maton: High hopes for offseason work, but hard-throwing youngsters could 
make him expendable 

RH Bryan Mitchell: With four September starts, possibly worked way into part of 
trade package. 

RH Colin Rea: Injuries simply might have caused him to time out in loaded system. 

LH Clayton Richard: Tricky. Veteran still eats innings, offers experience. But similar 
to Makita, a low-risk exposure situation and can bring him to spring training if not 
claimed. 
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Catchers 

Raffy Lopez: Too many catchers to keep one that just turned 31 and has .592 OPS in 
201 career PA. 

Luis Torrens: Still just 22, hit .280/.320/.406 at Single-A in ’18; potential as back-up 
catcher someday. 

Infielders 

Carlos Asuaje: Finished his prove-it year with .196/.286/.280 line in majors. 

Allen Cordoba: Could be let go and brought back on minor league deal. 

Javy Guerra: Sparse use in September likely a sign. 

Jose Pirela: Padres like so much about him, are working with him to get ball in air so 
more of his hard hits are actually hits. 

Outfielders 

Alex Dickerson: Back, elbow surgeries that have kept him out past two seasons are 
tough breaks when trying to stick in crowded OF. 

Eligible for Rule 5; 

Likely/certainly added to 40-man 

Pitchers 

RH Pedro Avila: Hit around a bit in Single-A, but 21-year-old’s pitch mix portends 
improvement in coming years. 

RH Anderson Espinoza: Organization’s former No. 1 prospect hasn’t pitched since 
2016 (Tommy John surgery); will be 21 in March. 
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RH Trevor Megill: Throws mid-90s, is 6-foot-8; 1.01 WHIP, 41 strikeouts in 36 2/3 
innings between Single-A and Double-A last season. 

RH Chris Paddack: Expected to be in majors in ’19; 0.82 WHIP, 2.10 ERA, 12 K/9 in 
17 starts between Single-A and Double-A last season. 

Catcher 

Austin Allen: His 22 HR in Double-A tied for lead in Padres system; .809 OPS in four 
minor league seasons. 

Outfielder 

Edward Olivares: Acquired in Yangervis Solarte trade; 22-year-old hit .277/.321/.429 
in full season at Single-A Lake Elsinore. 

Eligible for Rule 5; 

Possibly/likely left unprotected 

Pitchers 

LH Jerry Keel: Tied Logan Allen for most innings (148 2/3) in organization; pitching 
in Double-A and Triple-A, had 4.60 ERA, 1.37 WHIP. 

LH Travis Radke: Led system with 16 saves, 14 for low-A Fort Wayne; 25-year-old 
pitched at all four levels this season and is in Arizona Fall League. 

RH Emmanuel Ramirez: A 2.63 ERA, 1.13 WHIP in four starts (24 innings) for San 
Antonio in August was intriguing stretch by 24-year-old. 

RH Gerardo Reyes: 25-year-old averaged 11.2 K/9 in 45 games (55 1/3 innings) 
between Single-A and Double-A. 
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RH Hansel Rodriguez: Playing in Arizona Fall League, could improve standing 
(possibly to be included in trade); 21-year-old’s Single-A season didn’t start until July 
due to injury. 

Infielders 

Ty France: Leaving him unprotected would be akin to a Franmil Reyes situation, as 
France was tops in Padres system in home runs (tied), total bases, runs and RBI 
playing in Double-A and Triple-A. 

Kyle Overstreet: First baseman, 25, hit .272/.321/.383 in Double-A. 

Brad Zunica: Another first baseman, the 22-year-old had .769 OPS and struck out 148 
times in 431 AB. 

Outfielder 

Michael Gettys: Sub-.300 OBP at Double-A with 15 HR and a strikeout every 2.7 AB. 

On 40-man; will be free agents 

Catcher 

A.J. Ellis: Will turn 38 in April, and the Padres have an abundance of catchers. 

Infielder 

Freddy Galvis: Market will be greatest determining factor in whether shortstop re-
signs. 

 
  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
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Here's what happened in Thursday's AFL 
action 
MLB.com 
 

Here's a team-by-team breakdown of how all 30 teams' prospects fared in Arizona Fall 
League action on Thursday: 

AL East 

Blue Jays 
Blue Jays No. 9 prospect Cavan Biggio went 0-for-2, but walked four times and drove in a run. 
Right-hander Zach Jackson recorded four strikeouts while allowing one hit in 1 1/3 innings of 
relief for Surprise. 

Orioles 
Orioles No. 12 prospect Ryan McKenna went 2-for-4 with two runs and a walk out of the leadoff 
spot for Glendale. One of the hits was a double, McKenna's second extra-base hit in as many 
games after he tripled on Wednesday. Starter Chris Lee gave up one hit over two scoreless 
innings, while righty Jay Flaa worked 1 1/3 scoreless frames despite issuing four walks. Tyler 
Erwin also struggled with his control as he allowed one earned run on three walks and two hit 
batsmen. 

Rays 
Shortstop Lucius Fox, the Rays' No. 9 prospect, connected on a three-run home run in the 
eighth inning en route to his second straight two-hit game for Peoria. He scored two runs, 
walked once and stole a base, finishing 2-for-4. Joe McCarthy (No. 17) also reached base twice, 
going 1-for-3 with a walk and an RBI. On the mound, right-hander Phoenix Sanders allowed five 
runs (four earned) on five hits, two walks and two balks in 1 1/3 innings, while Brandon Lawson 
took the loss after giving up a sacrifice fly in the 10th inning. 

Red Sox 
Esteban Quiroz put Mesa on the board with a third-inning solo homer and reached base five 
times, going 2-for-3 with three runs scored, three walks and an RBI. Mike Shawaryn, 
Boston's No. 9 prospect, tossed 1 1/3 hitless innings in relief. 

Yankees 
Steven Sensley plated a pair of runs with a double and finished 2-for-5 for Glendale. Hobie 
Harris posted 2 1/3 innings of one-run ball in relief, while Matt Wivinis recorded an out late in the 
game. 

AL Central 

Indians 
Indians No. 6 prospect Yu Chang went 1-for-5 and logged his second start at third base for 

http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/events/afl/index.jsp
http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/events/afl/index.jsp
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=tor
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=bal
http://m.mlb.com/player/595296/chris-lee
http://m.mlb.com/player/665650/lucius-fox
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=tb
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=bos
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=cle
http://m.mlb.com/player/644374/yu-chang
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Glendale. Hard-throwing righty Dalbert Siri scuffled in relief, allowing three earned runs on three 
hits and a walk in one inning. 

Royals 
Royals No. 2 prospect Khalil Lee went 2-for-3 with two RBIs, two walks and a stolen base from 
the bottom of Surprise's lineup. Catcher Meibrys Viloria also made an impact with a 1-for-4 
performance that included a two-run double and two walks. Grant Gavin recorded the save 
despite allowing an unearned run on one hit. 

Tigers 
Daniel Pinero and Daniel Woodrow each collected two hits, an RBI and a steal for 
Mesa. Eduardo Jimenezwas sharp in relief, striking out a pair of hitters over two perfect 
frames, though Tigers No. 26 prospect Sandy Baez was hammered for five earned runs on five 
hits in two-thirds of an inning. 

Twins 
Twins No. 19 prospect Luke Raley went 0-for-4, but walked twice and scored a run for Salt 
River. Hector Lujan gave up three runs and retired only two hitters. Jaylin Davis went 2-for-
5. Adam Bray picked up the win for Salt River with two hitless innings. 

White Sox 
White Sox No. 4 prospect Luis Robert (No. 44 overall) went 2-for-5 with an RBI and three runs 
scored. He's hit safely in all three games so far for Glendale. Outfielder Luis Alexander 
Basabe (No. 9) and shortstop Laz Rivera (No. 28) each drew a walk, but collectively finished 0-
for-7. More » 

AL West 

A's 
Outfielder Luis Barrera scored the walk-off run in the 10th for Mesa to cap a 1-for-4 game in 
which he scored two runs, walked twice and stole a base. Right-hander Calvin Coker retired all 
four batters he faced in relief, striking out one. 

Angels 
Brett Hanewich pitched around a pair of walks as he struck out the side in the 10th to earn his 
second win in as many outings for Mesa. 

Astros 
Astros No. 8 prospect J.B. Bukauskas threw 3 1/3 innings in a start for Scottsdale. The right-
hander yielded one unearned run that scored on a passed ball, but was lights-out otherwise. He 
gave up three hits, struck out five and walked one. Abraham Toro-Hernandez (No. 21) went 2-
for-5 with a double and an RBI. Trent Thornton (No. 24) followed Bukauskas and gave up two 
runs on two hits. Ronnie Dawson went 0-for-3, but walked three times. Erasmo Pinales gave up 
two hits but also struck out two in a scoreless frame. 

Mariners 
Mariners No. 2 prospect Evan White has five RBIs through two games after his 1-for-3, three-
RBI game for Peoria. Chris Mariscal also had a solid game, going 2-for-4 with two runs, while 
Matt Walker worked an inning in relief. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=kc
http://m.mlb.com/player/650619/meibrys-viloria
http://m.mlb.com/player/621592/eduardo-jimenez
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=det
http://m.mlb.com/player/622783/sandy-baez
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=min
http://m.mlb.com/player/670042/luke-raley
http://m.mlb.com/player/665032/adam-bray
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=cws
http://m.mlb.com/player/642772/luis-alexander-basabe
http://m.mlb.com/player/642772/luis-alexander-basabe
https://www.mlb.com/whitesox/news/white-sox-robert-collects-hits-in-fall-league/c-297664824
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=hou
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sea
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Rangers 
Third baseman Charles Leblanc tallied two hits and two walks out of the No. 3 spot in Surprise's 
lineup. Starter Tai Tiedemann and reliever Joe Barlow both struggled as they allowed a 
combined eight earned runs on eight hits over 4 2/3 innings. Rangers No. 15 prospect C.D. 
Pelham tossed a scoreless inning to earn the win. 

NL East 

Braves 
Braves No. 6 prospect Christian Pache (No. 66 overall) went 1-for-5, but also grounded into a 
pair of double plays, while outfielder Izzy Wilson scored a run from the No. 2 spot in Peoria's 
lineup. Jeremy Walker was effective as he completed three innings of one-run ball in his first 
AFL start. He was relieved by Braves No. 12 prospect Kyle Muller, who struck out a pair but 
allowed one run on two hits and two walks in one inning. 

Marlins 
Marlins No. 16 prospect Jordan Yamamoto was impressive in his start for Salt River. The 
right-hander racked up five strikeouts, including each of the final two batters he faced, over 
three scoreless innings. Kyle Keller followed Yamamoto and gave up two runs -- via a two-run 
homer -- in 1 1/3 innings. Chad Smith was the third Marlins farmhand to toe the rubber, and he 
cruised through 1 2/3 scoreless innings. He issued one walk and didn't give up a hit. Tommy 
Eveld put together a scoreless outing as he threw 1 1/3 innings. Brian Miller (No. 11) was 
inserted as a pinch-runner. Bryson Brigman (No. 26) went 1-for-4. 

Mets 
Mets No. 2 prospect Peter Alonso turned in a multi-hit effort for the third straight day for 
Scottsdale. After his 2-for-4 night, Alonso is 7-for-12 through three games. Joe Zanghi cruised 
through his one inning on the mound, yielding one hit in a scoreless frame. Andres Gimenez 
(No. 1) entered the game as a pinch-runner and drew a walk in his only plate appearance. Ali 
Sanchez (No. 25) went 0-for-1. Gerson Bautista gave up one hit over two scoreless innings, 
and Matt Blackham took the loss after he gave up an unearned run in the bottom of the 11th. 

Nationals 
Nationals No. 2 prospect Carter Kieboom picked up a pair of hits, including a triple, and scored 
a run as part of his 2-for-6 night for Salt River. Daniel Johnson (No. 10) went 1-for-5. 

Phillies 
For Scottsdale, Darick Hall went 2-for-5, including a two-run homer, his first long ball of the Fall 
League. 

NL Central 

Brewers 
Catcher Mario Feliciano, Milwaukee's No. 23 prospect, went 1-for-3 with an RBI, two runs 
scored and two walks in his first AFL game. Weston Wilson went 1-for-5 with an RBI double, but 
also committed two errors at third base. 

Cardinals 
Tommy Edman was a catalyst out of the leadoff spot for Surprise with his 2-for-4, three-walk 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=tex
http://m.mlb.com/player/641962/cd-pelham
http://m.mlb.com/player/641962/cd-pelham
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=atl
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=mia
http://m.mlb.com/player/657141/jordan-yamamoto
http://m.mlb.com/player/669746/tommy-eveld
http://m.mlb.com/player/669746/tommy-eveld
http://m.mlb.com/player/624417/bryson-brigman
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=nym
http://m.mlb.com/player/639373/gerson-bautista
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=was
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=mil
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performance. He also drove in a run, scored once and swiped a pair of bases. Jeremy Martinez 
also tallied a hit, while Lane Thomas reached base on a pair of walks. 

Cubs 
Cubs No. 29 prospect Trent Giambrone paced Mesa's offense as he went 4-for-6 with two RBIs 
and one run scored. 2018 first-rounder Nico Hoerner (No. 6) went 0-for-5, but picked up an RBI 
in his second Fall League contest. PJ Higgins didn't collect a hit, but drove in a run and walked 
twice. Starting pitcher Justin Steele (No. 8) was tagged for four earned runs and five hits in 1 2/3 
innings, while lefty Manuel Rondonpermitted one walk over two hitless frames in relief. 

Pirates 
Pirates No. 5 prospect Cole Tucker drove in three runs and stole two bases in a 2-for-5 
showing for Surprise. Bryan Reynolds (No. 8) also collected two hits, going 2-for-5 with two 
runs, while Will Craig (No. 16) scored a run after entering as a pinch-hitter. 

Reds 
Reds No. 3 prospect Taylor Trammell went 1-for-5 for Scottsdale. Shed Long (No. 8) picked 
up a hit as a pinch-hitter, while Alfredo Rodriguez (No. 23) went 2-for-4. 

NL West 

D-backs 
D-backs No. 4 prospect Pavin Smith came through with an RBI single as part of a 1-for-4 night 
for Salt River. Daulton Varsho (No. 5) went 1-for-4 with an RBI and Drew Ellis (No. 9) went 1-
for-5 with a two-run homer. 

Dodgers 
Dodgers No. 2 prospect Keibert Ruiz (No. 39 overall) went 1-for-3 with two walks and an RBI 
for Glendale. Errol Robinson (No. 20) also had a strong game, going 2-for-4 with a double, two 
RBIs and a stolen base, while designated hitter Cody Thomas contributed by scoring one run. 
On the mound, relievers Nolan Long and Andre Scrubb allowed a combined five runs (three 
earned) on three hits and three walks. 

Giants 
Giants No. 10 prospect Heath Quinn went 0-for-5 for Scottsdale. C.J. Hinojosa (No. 28) went 0-
for-6. Chase Johnson gave up three runs on three hits in one inning. Matt Winn went 0-for-4 
with four strikeouts. 

Padres 
Padres No. 13 prospect Buddy Reed went 1-for-5 and scored a run for Peoria. Left-hander 
Travis Radke recorded three strikeouts and three walks as he allowed an unearned run on two 
hits in 2 2/3 innings of relief. 

Rockies 
Rockies No. 11 prospect Tyler Nevin reached base four times (3-for-5 with a walk) and drove in 
a run for Salt River. Justin Lawrence (No. 17) gave up one unearned run in one inning, but he 
avoided a big inning by inducing a 1-2-3 double play when he was stuck in a bases-loaded, no-
outs jam. Josh Fuentes was inserted into the game as a pinch-runner. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/657041/lane-thomas
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=chc
http://m.mlb.com/player/642396/manuel-rondon
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=pit
http://m.mlb.com/player/668804/bryan-reynolds
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=cin
http://m.mlb.com/player/643418/shed-long
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ari
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=lad
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sf
http://m.mlb.com/player/592438/chase-johnson
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=col
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