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Burdi enters offseason pain-free after AFL stint 
By Scott Merkin  / MLB.com / November 2, 2018 
 
 
CHICAGO -- Zack Burdi departed Glendale, Ariz., for Louisville, Ky., with a positive mindset in his ongoing 
recovery from Tommy John surgery, despite being shut down in the Arizona Fall League due to arm fatigue. 
 
"What I've expressed, and what the Sox have expressed back to me, is that this was a long process -- 15 
months -- and my arm was getting tired. It was time to just relax," Burdi told MLB.com by phone from 
Phoenix on Friday afternoon. "We worked 15 months and there's got to be a little down time during the 
offseason in order for it to work and in order for it to bounce back. 
 
"Take these next six weeks and allow that to happen, and really focus on nutrition and physical therapy and 
offseason training that I really haven't been able to do the last year. It's going to be a good six weeks to 
mold myself back into what I believe gives me the best shot at what I'm trying to reach and get into a 
throwing program and getting ready for spring." 
 
Burdi, the No. 17 White Sox prospect per MLB Pipeline, had his surgery on July 27, 2017. The 23-year-old 
right-hander was back in action on Aug. 4 of this past season pitching for the organization's Arizona Rookie 
League team and allowed two runs over 6 1/3 innings in seven games with seven strikeouts and four walks. 
 
His last AFL outing for Glendale came on Oct. 23, leaving Burdi with no earned runs given up over five 
appearances which totaled 4 2/3 innings. Burdi has seen pain-free progress in every one of those 12 outings 
since early August, pointing to the renewal of his slider, the changeup emerging as his best pitch and the 
consistency of his fastball as things instilling more confidence. 
 



"It kind of showed me I'm on the right track," Burdi said. "Everything is good, trusting the process. ... I was 
really excited with the Fall League and my five outings. 
 
"I faced a lot of guys that were big name dudes in their respective organizations and had really competitive 
at-bats. There's a lot of positives to take away. At the end of the day, the whole point was to end the 
recovery healthy, and we did that. It was time to shut it down after a long 15 months of rehab and throwing. 
Definitely happy that I'm healthy going into the offseason." 
 
As for fastball velocity, with Burdi being previously known to hit 100 mph, he's not worried about readings 
at this point. Burdi quipped a "good group of guys" on Twitter "tend to Tweet at me upset about where my 
velocity is at." 
 
"They have given a good reading on me," Burdi said. "I hit a (95) and showed some (96) and (97), which 
apparently doesn't sit well with some people, but it's Tommy John. It's something you have to work for. It's 
a tough recovery. 
 
"My freshman year of college I was 89-to-91 and worked my tail off to get to where I was at the end of my 
junior year. I wasn't blessed with a great arm. It's something I had to work for, for a good amount of time. 
I'm aware I have to go back to that process and put myself through that, day in and day out workouts and 
preparation, in order to get back to that point. 
 
"I'm ready to do that. I haven't really been too focused on it and not too concerned where my velocity is at. 
I'm more concerned about being able to throw strikes and compete in at-bats. I was able to do that with 
what I had in me. That's great. That's a positive, and it's something that I should hang my hat on." 

 
Here's what every player did in the Fall Stars Game 
By Chad Thornburg, Will Boor and Mike Rosenbaum / MLB.com / November 2, 2018 
 
Below is a recap of each player's performance from the 13th edition of the Arizona Fall League's Fall Stars 
Game at Surprise Stadium in Surprise, Ariz. on Saturday night. 
 
A number of the game's top prospects were on display, including MLB Pipeline's No. 1 overall Vladimir 
Guerrero Jr., as the West division earned a thrilling 7-6 walk-off victory over the East. 
 
Angels (East) 
Second baseman Jahmai Jones, the Angels' No. 4 prospect, started and went 0-for-3 for the East. Right-
hander Brett Hanewich struck out all three batters he faced and touched triple digits with his fastball in a 
one-inning relief appearance. 
 
Astros (East) 
Astros No. 2 prospect, right-hander Forrest Whitley, started and pitched two scoreless innings. He allowed 
just two walks and struck out a better. Righty Trent Thornton (Houston's No. 24) pitched the fifth inning in 
relief, allowing one hit and striking out a pair of batters. 
 
Athletics (West) 
Luis Barrera came off the bench to play left field and had a single in two at-bats. 
 
Blue Jays (West) 
Vladimir Guerrero Jr., the top prospect in baseball, went 1-for-4, but certainly made that at-bat count as he 
crushed a double off the wall with a 117 mph exit velocity. Nate Pearson (Blue Jays' No. 4) got the start for 
the West and although he only threw one inning -- giving up one run on one hit -- he garnered plenty of 
attention as he hit 104 mph. Cavan Biggio (No. 9) went 1-for-5 and posted a 102 mph exit velocity on his 
single. More » 
 
Braves (West) 



Cristian Pache, the Braves' No. 6 prospect, went 1-for-2. Kyle Muller (No. 12) was credited with the hold, 
but gave up one run on two hits in his inning of work. 
 
Brewers (West) 
Brewers' No. 1 prospect Keston Hiura went 0-for-2 and drove in a run via a sacrifice fly. 
 
Cardinals (West) 
Evan Kruczynski, gave up one hit over two scoreless innings. 
 
Cubs (East) 
The Cubs' No. 6 prospect Nico Hoerner played third base and went 1-for-2 at the plate. Right-hander Bailey 
Clark was tagged for two runs on three hits in 2/3 of an inning. 
 
D-backs (East) 
Arizona's top prospect Jon Duplantier allowed a run and struck out a better in one inning of relief. No. 4 
Pavin Smith went 1-for-3 with an RBI and a walk, and Daulton Varsho (D-backs No. 5) was the East's 
starting backstop. He went 0-for-3 with two strikeouts. 
 
Dodgers (West) 
Keibert Ruiz (Dodgers' No. 2) made the most of his one at-bat, finishing 1-for-1 with an RBI single. Jordan 
Sheffield yielded one hit and also notched a strikeout in two-thirds of a frame 
 
Giants (East) 
The Giants' No. 19 prospect, right-hander Melvin Adon, gave up a run on two hits and struck out a batter in 
one inning of relief. One of the hardest throwers in this year's Fall League, his fastball topped out at 102 
mph in the outing. 
 
Indians (West) 
Yu Chang, the Indians' No. 6 prospect, went 1-for-2 with an RBI triple that had an exit velocity of 110 mph. 
 
Mariners (West) 
Evan White, the Mariners' No. 2 prospect, went 0-for-2. David McKay walked one and gave up a run in two-
thirds of an inning. Wyatt Mills walked one and pitched one-third of an inning. 
 
Marlins (East) 
Miami's No. 2 prospect, center fielder Monte Harrison, went 1-for-2 and contributed on the basepaths with 
a stolen base. 
 
Mets (East) 
The Mets' top two prospects -- No. 1 Andres Gimenez and No. 2 Peter Alonso -- were in action. Alonso 
plated the first run of the game with a solo homer that had an exit velocity of 110 mph in the first inning. 
The first baseman finished 1-for-2 with three runs scored, an RBI and two walks. Gimenez went 0-for-2 with 
a strikeout and a throwing error. More » 
 
Nationals (East) 
Southpaw Ben Braymer struck out a batter, but issued two walks in just one-third of an inning. Shortstop 
Carter Kieboom, Washington's No. 2 prospect, went 0-for-2 with a strikeout. 
 
Orioles (West) 
Ryan McKenna (Orioles' No. 16) went 0-for-3 with a strikeout. 
 
Padres (West) 
Buddy Reed (Padres' No. 13) went 1-for-3 with a game-tying triple in the ninth and was named the game's 
MVP. Miguel Diaz struck gave up one hit in a scoreless inning. More » 
 
Phillies (East) 



Left fielder Austin Listi's three-run blast in the eighth inning put the East temporarily ahead. Listi also drove 
in a run on a groundout and committed a throwing error. 
 
Pirates (West) 
Cole Tucker, the Pirates' No. 5 prospect, went 1-for-2 and scored a run. Blake Weiman pitched two-thirds 
of an inning and gave up one run on one hit. 
 
Rangers (West) 
Demarcus Evans gave up two runs on one hit in two-thirds of an inning. 
 
Red Sox (East) 
Third baseman Bobby Dalbec (Boston's No. 6 prospect) went 2-for-2 with a fielding error, and No. 7 
Darwinzon Hernandez allowed a hit and struck out a batter in one-third of an inning. 
 
Rays (West) 
Lucius Fox, the Rays' No. 9 prospect, went 0-for-2 with a walk, but made some impressive plays defensively 
and was responsible for all three outs in the third inning. Matt Krook struck out the lone batter he faced. 
Dalton Moats picked up the win and threw two-thirds of an inning. 
 
Reds (East) 
The Reds' No. 2 prospect Taylor Trammell played left field and went hitless in two at-bats. No. 8 Shed Long 
went 0-for-2 with a strike out and a fielding error. 
 
Rockies (East) 
Justin Lawrence, the Rockies' No. 17 prospect, was charged with a blown save he allowed two earned runs 
on two hits in the ninth inning. He operated at 95-99 mph with his heater and paired it with a late-breaking 
slider. 
 
Royals (West) 
Meibrys Viloria was the lone West hitter to record multiple hits, going 2-for-3 with a walk-off single. More » 
 
Tigers (East) 
Tigers No. 12 Jake Rogers came off the bench at catcher and recorded a hit and scored a run with his lone 
at-bat. Right fielder Daz Cameron (No. 8) went 0-for-2 with a run and two walks and was caught stealing. 
 
Twins (East) 
Devin Smeltzer permitted one earned run but also struck out two batters in 2/3 innings. 
 
White Sox (West) 
Luis Robert, the White Sox No. 4 prospect, went 0-for-4 with a pair of strikeouts. 
 
Yankees (West) 
Yankees' No. 2 prospect Estevan Florial went 1-for-1 with a triple, a walk and also scored a run. 

 
Starting-pitcher availability alert: Would the Indians ever trade Corey Kluber to the White Sox? 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / November 2, 2018 
 
That siren you hear is the starting-pitcher availability alert. And it's coming from Cleveland. 
 
In a surprising turn of events, the White Sox might not have to look far to locate some available, controllable 
starting pitchers, with ESPN's Buster Olney reporting Friday that the division-rival Indians will be listening 
to trade offers for the likes of Corey Kluber and Carlos Carrasco this winter. 
 
The White Sox, in the market for starting pitching considering the pair of holes in their starting rotation, 
would figure to be interested. 
 



Of course, it takes two to tango, and the Tribe could very well have no interest in sharing a dance with a 
fellow member of the AL Central, a division they've dominated over the past three seasons. 
 
In fact, the two teams have made just one trade in the past 24 years — who could forget the great Andy 
Cannizaro deal of 2009? — and only four in the time this writer has been alive. 
 
But oh what a thought to see either of those two very, very good pitchers come to the South Side. Kluber's 
under team control for three more seasons. Carrasco for two. That might not line up exactly with where the 
White Sox are in their rebuilding process, but the hope is that the transition from rebuilding to contending 
comes within the next couple years. And while there's ample starting-pitching depth in the organization to 
forecast a homegrown rotation consisting of Carlos Rodon, Lucas Giolito, Reynaldo Lopez, Michael 
Kopech, Dylan Cease and Dane Dunning, it'd be a mighty different story, in terms of confidence for future 
success, to add a proven commodity to that mix. 
 
Kluber has been one of the game's finest starting pitchers for the last half decade. He's a two-time AL Cy 
Young winner (2014 and 2017), with a pair of top-10 finishes in there, too. It wouldn't be at all surprising to 
see him add another when voting is announced later this month for this year's award following his 2.89 ERA 
and 222 strikeouts in an AL-best 215 innings during the 2018 regular season. Kluber was also strong during 
the 2016 postseason, when his Indians made it all the way to Game 7 of the World Series. In six starts 
during that playoff run, he allowed seven earned runs over 34.1 innings. 
 
During the last five regular seasons, Kluber's got a terrific 2.85 ERA, something the White Sox know very 
well, as he's got an even better 2.80 ERA in 24 career appearances against the South Siders. 
 
Carrasco has also put up stellar numbers, with a 3.40 ERA over the past four seasons as a full-time starter 
(he had a 2.55 ERA in 40 appearances in 2014, only 14 of which were starts). He led baseball with 18 wins 
and finished fourth in Cy Young voting in 2017, then turned in a 3.38 ERA and 231 strikeouts in 192 innings 
this past season. His career numbers against the White Sox? A 3.98 ERA in 25 appearances, two of which 
were complete-game efforts. 
 
It all sounds rather tantalizing if you're looking to inject some big additions into the South Side rebuilding 
project. But even after getting past the fact that the Indians would be rather foolish to deal their perennial 
Cy Young candidate within the AL Central, you have to consider the price. Just look to the White Sox own 
trade of Chris Sale, one of the game's elite pitchers, to see what it cost the Boston Red Sox. With Kopech 
on the mend from Tommy John surgery and Yoan Moncada coming off one of the most strikeout-heavy 
seasons in baseball history, White Sox fans might not be as high on that return package as they once were, 
but realize it still cost at least two of the best prospects in the game (and two other guys were a part of that 
package, as well). 
 
In other words, if you want someone like Kluber, you might have to give up someone like Cease. 
 
But the point in all this is: Every offseason, players become available that weren't expected to become 
available, and these opportunities can turn teams into contenders. Look at what happened last offseason 
with the Milwaukee Brewers' trade for Christian Yelich. Grabbing that kind of controllable star gave the 
Brewers an MVP candidate for the next several seasons and brought them, in his first year on the team, 
within a win of the World Series. The White Sox might not be one starting pitcher away from going from 100 
losses to the ALCS, but with these pitchers under team control for multiple seasons, it makes the 2020 or 
2021 rotations look that much stronger, no matter what you think of the current crop of young arms on the 
South Side and in the system. 
 
Rick Hahn talked about being "opportunistic" this offseason. It's opportunities like this — ones not based 
solely on the upcoming season — that he was referring to. Their mere existence doesn't guarantee a deal 
of this magnitude or even mutual interest between two clubs. But you never know what opportunities might 
come along. 

 
Cubs and White Sox assess veteran help at general managers meetings 



By Mark Gonzales / Chicago Tribune / November 3, 2018 
 
With teams starting to address their needs for next season this week at the annual general managers 
meetings, the Cubs will concentrate on available seasoned hitters while the rebuilding White Sox will be 
looking for experience and mentoring for the back end of their rotation and bullpen. 
 
Those priorities are on the agendas of both teams as executives accelerate their plans starting Monday at 
Carlsbad, Calif. 
 
An earlier-than-anticipated exit from the playoffs allowed Cubs President Theo Epstein and his staff extra 
time to assess their offensive shortcomings during the second half of last season with the goal of correcting 
their flaws. 
 
But even with the potential of a lucrative television contract looming, the Cubs face financial obstacles to 
overcome as they likely would be paying a stiff luxury tax if they land a pricey marquee hitter — such as 
Bryce Harper or Manny Machado — through free agency. 
 
The Cubs payroll for 2019 now hovers around the $160 million mark for 13 players after they picked up the 
$20 million option on left-hander Cole Hamels on Friday, so the $206 million luxury tax threshold is on their 
horizon. 
 
The Cubs could try to address their offensive shortcomings more efficiently through trade, especially after 
the development of some young hitters — think Ian Happ, Kyle Schwarber, Addison Russell and Willson 
Contreras — experienced different levels of stagnation. 
 
“It has to be more about production than talent going forward,” Epstein said. “That includes our own 
assessments. Beyond that, it’s trying to understand why we’re not where we should be with some individual 
players.” 
 
In addressing hitting needs, however, the Cubs are putting off a longer-term issue of starting pitching. 
Hamels, who posted a 2.36 ERA in 12 starts after a July 27 trade from the Rangers, should solidify the 
Cubs rotation now. But they may need to intensify their search for young starting pitching soon. 
 
Jon Lester and Hamels each turn 35 before the 2019 season starts, and Lester’s contract expires after 
2020. Yu Darvish, 32, is recovering from a season-ending elbow injury. 
 
Epstein likes the depth at the lower levels of the minors. 
 
“(But) we have a lot of work to do in our farm system to continue building it back up to where it was,” he 
said last month. “It’s not there now. It’s not close to where it was. And that’s the goal, to get it back there, 
especially by the time this generation of players is transitioning or potentially transitioning.” 
 
The White Sox, meanwhile, have been careful about not rushing a deep pool of prospects to the majors as 
they continue their rebuild. They’re likely to seek a veteran starter who can provide innings and assist the 
younger pitchers, as James Shields did last season. 
 
A veteran presence “factors into” areas such as the back end of the rotation and bullpen, Sox GM Rick 
Hahn said. 
 
The Sox won’t rule out pursuing a big-ticket player, but only as long as that player fits into the long-term 
plans and doesn’t stunt the growth of a prized prospect at the same position. 
 
They seem content to stick with versatile Yolmer Sanchez and Matt Davidson at third base but aren’t ruling 
out switching Yoan Moncada from second base. Moncada’s possible future position will be decided before 
spring training, Hahn said. 
 



Closer Zach Burdi’s Arizona Fall League season ended prematurely because of arm fatigue, but Hahn said 
Burdi won’t have any restrictions once spring training starts. 
 
The Sox could explore a trade involving a player on the fringes of being on the 40-man roster, which must 
be set by Nov. 20. 
 
Last December, Hahn said an executive from another team speculated the Sox would lose four players in 
the Rule 5 draft but he was pleased when none were selected. 
 
“(This time) it would not shock me if we lost somebody,” Hahn said. “It goes with having a healthy system.” 

 
Cubs' Javier Baez and White Sox's Adam Engel learn Gold Glove Award fate Sunday 
By Mark Gonzales / Chicago Tribune / November 3, 2018 
 
Will Javier Baez be penalized for his exceptional defensive versatility? 
 
Baez and the Cubs will find out Sunday night when the Rawlings Gold Glove Awards will be announced. 
 
Baez is a finalist at second base, along with Kolten Wong of the Cardinals and DJ LeMahieu of the Rockies. 
 
But Baez started only 75 games at second base and was needed at shortstop for 52 games because of 
injuries and a late-season suspension assessed to Addison Russell. Baez also started 18 games at third 
base, partly because Kris Bryant missed 51 games with a left shoulder injury. 
 
Wong was named a recipient of the Fielding Bible Award as the top defensive second baseman in the 
majors by Sports Info Systems, with Baez winning his third consecutive multi-position award. 
 
Balloting for the Gold Glove Award includes votes from each manager and six coaches from their staff who 
cannot vote for players from their own team, and a sabermetric component accounts for 25 percent of the 
overall voting total. 
 
Right fielder Jason Heyward is bidding for his sixth Gold Glove award. Cubs first baseman Anthony Rizzo 
and White Sox center fielder Adam Engel also are finalists at their respective positions. 
 
Baez could earn his first Silver Slugger Award as the top offensive second baseman in the National League 
when the winners are announced Thursday. Baez batted .294 with 34 home runs, 111 RBIs and a .554 
slugging percentage. 
 
The awards presented by the Baseball Writers Association of America will be revealed Nov. 12-15. The 
three finalists for the Rookie of the Year, Manager of the Year, Cy Young Award and Most Valuable Player 
awards in the American and National leagues will be announced Monday night. Baez is expected to be 
among the finalists for the NL MVP award, which will be announced Nov. 15. 

 
White Sox to address immediate, long-term needs this winter 
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Sun-Times / November 3, 2018 
 
The White Sox might not make the biggest splash of the offseason, but with their deal for Dodgers minor-
league left-hander Manny Banuelos on Thursday, at least they can say they made the first trade. 
 
A deal for the former prized prospect was nowhere near what the first few words of the press release teased 
— “White Sox acquire Manny” — what with Manny Machado hitting the free-agent market and all, but it 
was a start to shoring up a roster that must be more competitive than the one that played to 100 losses in 
Year 2 of the rebuild in 2018. 
 
“We need to augment the rotation and the bullpen,” said general manager Rick Hahn, getting set for the 
GM meetings in Carlsbad, California, that start Monday. “We’re still going to remain true to our long-term 



focus and build on what we’ve accumulated for the future, but we are fully aware there are needs we need 
to address in the coming weeks and months.” 
 
Starting that by trading for Banuelos, 27, was only a small part of that. 
 
“He’s versatile enough to fill a starting or bullpen role,” Hahn said. “We saw an opportunity to pick up some 
depth and decided to move on it. It’s not going to stop us from making other adds.’’ 
 
Whether he moves on a free-agent class of starting pitchers that includes Nathan Eovaldi, Dallas Keuchel, 
J.A. Happ, Gio Gonzalez, Charlie Morton, Wade Miley, Drew Pomeranz and Hyun-Jin Ryu, Hahn isn’t 
tipping his hand. Just how big the Sox go in the free-agent and trade markets remains to be seen, but the 
innings that would have been taken by Michael Kopech (out for 2019 after Tommy John surgery) will be 
filled from outside. 
 
As for the two biggest names in the free-agent market — infielder Machado and outfielder Bryce Harper — 
it’s likely too soon for a 100-loss team like the Sox to go all in. But it’s not necessarily too much dollar-wise 
because price tags are unknown in early November and the Sox, with under $20 million in payroll obligations 
on the current books for next year, are not cash-strapped. 
 
“It’s not unintentional having the flexibility we enjoy going forward,’’ Hahn said. “That was a secondary goal 
of the rebuild, to make sure we had flexibility and economic strength when the time was right to spend and 
add on to what we’ve accumulated. Whether we use it this offseason or next, we’ll see.’’ 
 
Citing expected progress from middle infielders Tim Anderson and Yoan Moncada, starting pitchers 
Reynaldo Lopez, Carlos Rodon and Lucas Giolito and perhaps other young players who contributed in 
2018 as well as additional incoming young talent, including outfielder Eloy Jimenez, the Sox’ top prospect, 
Hahn expects the Sox to be better on those elements alone. 
 
“As to whether we’ll be ready to contend, a lot of that depends on the moves we make this offseason,’’ 
Hahn said in late September. 
 
This week, Hahn will engage in talks with other GMs and lay the groundwork for deals during a get-together 
that serves as a precursor to the Winter Meetings from Dec. 10 to 13 in Las Vegas. The GM meetings 
include rules and policy-change discussions and debates among the 30 clubs, but “there are trade talks 
and meetings with agents on free agents, so there is a decent amount of groundwork laid for future deals,” 
Hahn said. 
 
At the GM meetings in 2016, the Sox met with teams to make them aware that their rebuild “was about to 
happen.” They met with the Red Sox on Chris Sale and talked to a number of teams about Jose Quintana, 
traded one month and eight months later, respectively. 
 
“Teams are comparing notes [at the GM meetings] and casting a wide net to get a better sense of what is 
possible in the coming weeks and months,” Hahn said. 
 
“It sort of marks the official start to the offseason where you start getting more substantive in terms of 
potential fits and trades. That always gets some excitement going.” 

 
White Sox GM Hahn ‘pleased’ with Burdi’s progress 
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Sun-Times / November 3, 2018 
 
White Sox general manager Rick Hahn downplayed concerns over former first-round draft pick Zack Burdi 
getting shut down due to general fatigue before the conclusion of the Arizona Fall League season. 
 
“We’re pleased with where he’s at overall, given where he’s at in his rehab,” Hahn said of the 23-year-old 
right-hander. 
 



Drafted 26th overall out of Louisville in 2016 and viewed as a top closer of the future candidate with a three-
pitch mix including a triple-digit fastball when healthy, Burdi underwent Tommy John surgery in July of 2017. 
 
Burdi returned to the mound this August in the Arizona Rookie League, allowing two runs over 6 1/3 innings 
in seven games with seven strikeouts and four walks. In five Fall League appearances covering 4 2/3 
innings, Burdi did not allow an earned run. 
 
His fastball topped out at 95 mph by most accounts, raising questions about whether he will return to his 
previous form. 
 
“He’s obviously rehabbing for a long time, throwing a lot,” Hahn said. “He got to a point where he was 
fatigued, basically, and we decided there wasn’t additional benefit to get him back out there over the last 
two and a half weeks of Fall League. Let’s send him home knowing he should feel good about getting back 
up on the mound, that he pitched competitively, feels good and as we hoped will enter spring training without 
restrictions.” 

 
How prepared are the White Sox to adapt to baseball’s evolving trends? 
By James Fegan / The Athletic / November 4, 2018 
 
If he wanted to save some time, Ozzie Guillen could have hired 18-year-old me to fill out his playoff lineup 
card for the princely rate of $8/hour. Podsednik-Iguchi-Dye-Konerko-Everett-Rowand-Pierzynski-Crede-
Uribe — rinse, repeat, get fitted for rings. Maybe for time and a half, I would have handled the pitching 
changes in the ALCS, too. 
 
But by the time the World Series rolled around, with each starter only going a measly seven innings in all 
four games, it was crucial again to have Guillen at the helm, as he used his intuition and was aggressive in 
making innovative moves like Bobby Jenks recording a four-out save. 
 
Our Eno Sarris wrote last week how trends in the playoffs tend to presage strategy patterns in the regular 
season, to try to pin down what might be the new wave. It’s even clearer than the day after it happened that 
White Sox starters throwing four-straight complete games — at all, let alone in a playoff series — was a 
one-of-a-kind event. So how equipped are these White Sox to follow along with the next strategic shift? 
 
Start length 
 
As Sarris detailed, MLB starters lasted two-thirds of an inning less on average in the regular season than 
even four years ago, and have roughly another two-thirds to drop to catch up to the 4.68 starters averaged 
in this year’s playoffs. 
 
Analyzing the White Sox’s adherence to this trend is obviously complicated by their rebuilding state. They 
were both a below-average unit that failed to get outs and thus struggled to accumulate innings, and they 
were also more geared toward development — challenging their starters to extend their endurance, flip the 
lineup over three or even four times when possible — rather than pulling them at the optimum moment for 
maximum win probability. Their bullpen was also such a proving ground that Rick Renteria was often going 
batter-to-batter, so putting three-to-four innings on the backs of the relief corps wasn’t even that good of a 
win-now move. 
 
From a pitches-per-start perspective, the White Sox ranked fourth in all of baseball at 92.9 this season, 
falling behind only elite rotations (Cleveland, Houston) and teams with Max Scherzer on them (Washington). 
That does a lot to explain how the Sox managed to squeeze the eighth-most quality starts out of such a 
troubled unit, but even that’s almost 10 pitches fewer than what they averaged three years ago when they 
were the last team in baseball giving their starters over 100 pitches per night. 
 
Obviously prospects merit more caution, and often are pulled at the first sign of difficulty or discomfort. But 
a cursory glance at the Sox’s top arms in the system shows them averaging more per start than nine major 
league teams — albeit Tampa and Oakland made frequent use of openers. 



 
Pitches Per Start Season High 
Michael Kopech 90.3 106 
Dylan Cease 90.8 111 
Dane Dunning 91.9 100 
Kodi Medeiros 85.0 105 
Jordan Stephens 86.1 108 
Jimmy Lambert 76.8 105 
Bernardo Flores 84.6 104 
Spencer Adams 88.1 107 
Average 86.7  
Reading what numbers we have, and going by a general sense of the organization, the White Sox figure to 
always be a team that tries to squeeze more out of individual starts than others. If all their development and 
work produces something akin to the 2018 Brewers rotation, that strategy will be a weakness, but that is 
not their plan. 
 
The rover 
 
The Red Sox’s use of roving starters as relievers feels like unsustainable madness right now, and like most 
playoff innovations is probably a couple years away from anything resembling regular implementation in 
the regular season. But at the same time, it feels like an inevitable result of starting pitchers going shorter 
in their actual starts. If shorter, maximum-effort outings are the wave of future, the playoffs at least 
suggested there’s the possibility for more of them, from starters who can provide value more than once 
every five days. 
 
Nathan Eovaldi understandably got attention for being able to pop into games and pump 100-plus mph heat 
in bursts, and Michael Kopech, Dylan Cease and Reynaldo López would profile best as starters whose 
arsenals look like those of late-inning relievers. But David Price and Rick Porcello twirling old school sinkers 
were just as prevalent in providing late-inning support. 
 
Dane Dunning, mostly seen as more of a command artist than a fireballer, probably has the most real 
experience and a successful track record swinging between the rotation and the bullpen because of his 
college experience. Durability and the ability to physically bounce back quickly figure to be the deciding 
factor, but Eovaldi is a double Tommy John surgery recipient, so there’s not yet a clear profile. It might be 
a more win-now team that goes through the rough process of finding out what works. 
 
It was always laughable when anyone suggested that the White Sox might wind up with more viable starters 
than slots in the rotation, and a year that saw Lucas Giolito struggle, Carson Fulmer converted to relief, 
Alec Hansen demoted and Michael Kopech, Dane Dunning and Jimmy Lambert all have their seasons 
ended by injuries made that clear. Even the deservingly idealized 2005 rotation only had four 200-inning 
horses, not five. 
 
Accordingly, the Sox are unlikely to hit on five internally developed starters who are capable of consistently 
delivering 6-7 innings per night, though obviously that should be the universal goal at this stage — to try to 
get the most out of everyone with the potential. But there’s a large middle ground of developmental results 
between a top-of-the-rotation horse who carries the fate of the game on his shoulders every night, and arms 
suited for 1-2 innings of short relief. If teams are finding that the best way to utilize those talents in the 
playoffs are often 3-4-inning outings, that could serve as the solution for starters who show good control 
but not the standout stuff to rack up strikeouts (Adams, Flores, even Lincoln Henzman, for example), or 
vice versa, or anyone who falls through the cracks. 
 
It’s difficult to imagine the White Sox being the team that’s quick to deconstruct the role of the starter. Chris 
Sale was the last time they had the depth to be measured by the way they implemented a young and 
capable pitcher, whereas José Quintana and Carlos Rodón were thrown in as soon as possible to address 
an immediate need, and needed to log as many innings as possible to drag up the fate of the rest of the 
roster. The Sox will never have too much starting pitching, not even from this large group of prospects, but 



a way to leverage the “critical mass” of talent they’re trying to build is to be open-minded about the roles 
they find for the prospects who fall short of being 6-innings-per-night rotation mainstays. 
 
Pitch use 
 
Fastball usage has been steadily falling league-wide for a while now, dropping nearly five percentage points 
over the last decade. In 2018, 55 percent of the pitches thrown in the majors were heaters, and ranking 
14th in the majors, the White Sox threw heaters on 55 percent of their pitches. 
 
That average was no doubt dragged down by getting 200 innings from James Shields, who hasn’t thrown 
his heater even half as often as he did as a rookie. The only pitchers below him on the Sox in fastball usage 
were the two team leaders in appearances: Luis Avilán and Jace Fry. Every other starter was above league 
average in their fastball usage, with Michael Kopech’s heavy reliance on his four-seamer and how much 
the majors will force him to adjust being a question that won’t be answered until 2020. 
 
More breaking balls — effectively sequenced and commanded, obviously — generally means more missed 
bats, which means more strikeouts, which is the overriding currency in today’s game as it is. But fastball 
usage also declines with age and maturity, so this is more just something to watch for as the team’s young 
arms develop. 
 
Lineup flexibility 
 
The consistency and cohesion of the 2005 lineup — all eight starting position players were the top eight 
position players on the team in fWAR, and the reserves barely played at all during the playoff run — was 
definitely a selling point, but also a seemingly unthinkable arrangement now when teams are shifting their 
lineup and defense game-to-game, hunting for matchups. 
 
At this stage in development, it’s hard to really discern what splits some Sox prospect bats are going to 
have long-term. The statistical samples are small enough to be noise, and they’re still building skills that 
will serve them well in the future, or exploiting lower level competition in ways they will not be able to when 
they advance. 
 
Will Yoán Moncada always struggle hitting right-handed even though it’s his natural hand? Is the left-
handed Luis González going to hit lefties forever or is he just more polished than his competition? Does 
Amado Nuñez crushing everyone mean anything given that he hasn’t played full-season ball yet? And so 
on and so forth. 
 
Obviously we can’t let something like that get in the way of trying to visualize what the White Sox will have. 
 
Everyday guys Hits righties Hits lefties 
Eloy Jiménez – LF/DH Omar Narváez – C/1B Seby Zavala – C/DH 
Luis Basabe – OF Zack Collins – C/1B/DH Tim Anderson – SS 
Nick Madrigal – 2B/SS Yoán Moncada – 2B/3B Luis Robert – CF 
José Abreu – 1B/DH Gavin Sheets – 1B/DH Matt Davidson – 1B/3B/DH 
Luis González – OF Blake Rutherford – OF Avisaíl García – OF/DH 
Micker Adolfo – RF/DH Steele Walker – OF Alex Call – OF 
Jake Burger – 1B/3B/DH Yolmer Sánchez – IF/OF Laz Rivera – IF 
Amado Nuñez – IF José Rondón – IF  
Leury García – IF/OF Daniel Palka – OF/1B/DH  
Luis Curbelo – IF  
There are a lot more qualifications here still: Nick Madrigal had reverse splits in his scant professional action 
but it doesn’t seem meaningful. Micker Adolfo usually gets dinged for bat speed and contact so his equal-
opportunity mashing is a bit unusual at this point. Narváez’s infield work and Yolmer Sánchez’s outfield 
work have been limited to practice at this point (and Zack Collins at first is purely theoretical). Luis Robert 
only hitting lefties thus far is in no way the hope nor expectation for him going forward. Jake Burger is a 
total question mark at this stage but there are no other clear impact bats at third base yet. Luis Curbelo 



hasn’t really posted good numbers against pitchers of either hand yet. There are also 25 players listed here 
— some are wholly redundant with each other, some won’t be around much longer, some won’t make it, 
and some who aren’t listed could surprise us (Bryce Bush, for example). 
 
But for the sake of exercise, let’s operate as if the bolded names are the positional group for an idealized, 
internally developed 2021 team. Things still aren’t perfect. Their best defensive lineup (Seby Zavala behind 
the plate, Tim Anderson at shortstop) isn’t their best offense against right-handed pitching. Their outfielders 
are their most tantalizing prospects, so that’s why there’s six of them on the roster and putting Eloy Jiménez 
at DH or having him or Adolfo (or both) learn first base is the sanest way to get their bats involved on an 
American League team. The infield would really only have one countermove of alternating Sánchez and 
Anderson, unless Burger, Laz Rivera, Curbelo or Nuñez develop, or José Rondón’s pop sticks. But it’s a 
positional group that will regularly ask everyone to contribute in different ways in different situations, and 
because of those demands, it makes a career subsisting one standout speciality skill much more difficult. 
 
Save for the increased difficulty of finding a good hitting third baseman, this all still represents a best case 
scenario: if you have to hunt for starting position players in free agency, better it be corner bats than up-
the-middle talent. 
 
Renteria has already shown the willingness to aggressively flip his lineup by platoon matchups — not 
exactly revolutionary thinking, but still an important display of flexibility. The problem arises when all his 
roster flexibility allows him to do is shift Anderson, Moncada, Sánchez and Daniel Palka up and down the 
lineup based on the pitching matchup, rather than swap them out entirely with someone who can duplicate 
their production from the other side of the plate. That kind of flexibility still looks to be at least another 
season away, and that’s a part of why contention is that far away too. 
 
What’s next? 
 
Former Cubs hitting coach Chili Davis’ interview with Gordon Wittenmyer of the Sun-Times had a really 
interesting line in it, and it didn’t have anything to do with millennials. 
 
“CERTAIN PLAYERS THERE ARE GOING TO HAVE TO MAKE SOME ADJUSTMENTS, BECAUSE THE 
GAME’S CHANGED, AND PITCHERS ARE PITCHING THEM DIFFERENTLY. THEY’RE NOT PITCHING 
TO LAUNCH ANGLES AND FLY BALLS AND ALL THAT ANYMORE. THEY’RE PITCHING AWAY FROM 
THAT.” 
 
Elevating the ball and uppercutting pitches low in the strike zone is something every hitter is wired to do at 
this point, and strikeouts are spiraling to record highs while every pitcher — including those in the White 
Sox farm system — is exposed to data telling them that a high, carrying fastball paired with hard, dropping 
off-speed pitches are the best ways to combat it. Those two approaches aren’t going to co-exist forever. 
 
The White Sox would like it to, since they’ve spent the last two drafts loading up on college bats with high 
contact rates, culminating in Madrigal, the ultimate guy to turn to when a high fastball needs to be top-
handed to right field. Their emphasis has long been building an offense with a diverse skill set, even while 
the current major league team was historically contact deficient. The Astros won the World Series with the 
lowest strikeout rate in baseball last year, so this is hardly groundbreaking, but as contact continues to be 
at a premium, developing that skill internally only becomes more valuable. 
 
And that’s just the trend line that’s plainest to see right now. If the proliferation of pitchers who work up in 
the zone with four-seamers gives rise to hitters who can handle it, the Sox’s old-school love of sinkers and 
two-seamers could soon represent a change of pace that gets outs efficiently with weak contact. A league 
scout pontificated the other day that with all the expanded pitching staffs going to 13 men as they strain 
their depth with aggressive usage patterns, the first team with enough length from their starters and multi-
inning relievers — or 3-4 inning hybrids — to go down to 12 or even 11 pitchers on staff, would boast an 
advantage in their ability to match up their position players for offense and defense. 
 



It won’t all come to pass, and the new thing that really flips baseball on its head usually surprises us. But 
another way to think about the White Sox’s cadre of prospects is not how they’ll recreate the success of the 
Cubs or Astros, but what new path they can forge on their own. 

 
Bowden: What the top 35 MLB free agents are worth, and which teams they fit best 
By Jim Bowden / The Athletic / November 4, 2018 
 
Free agency is underway, and the top of this class is special, led by two 26-year-olds: outfielder Bryce 
Harper and infielder Manny Machado. Both players are expected to sign record-breaking deals. Although 
the industry has shied away from longer-term contracts the last couple of years, Harper and Machado will 
likely be exceptions because of their ages — 10-year deals will take them to their mid-30s rather than their 
late 30s. Both players have yet to entirely live up to the sky-high expectations for them, and both are still 
just beginning their prime years. 
 
The rest of this year’s free-agent class includes some impact closers and set-up relievers, several middle-
of-the-rotation starters (although no aces), a few starting catchers and, unfortunately, a lot of declining 
infielders and outfielders in their early to mid-30s. 
 
For some background: I worked in major-league front offices for the Pirates, Yankees, Reds and Nationals 
for a quarter of a century, including 16 years as a senior VP/GM. During that time, my responsibilities 
included studying each free-agent class, and the risks and possible rewards for each player. We would 
study every scouting report, player development analysis, trends, age factors, injuries, makeup and 
character, statistical facts, trends and personal issues. We would then factor in all existing contracts and 
market shifts before putting together realistic values in terms of dollars and length of contract for each 
player. I’ve done the same here. 
 
Below is my projected contract for each free agent, along with comparable deals and the teams that I think 
could be their best fits. 
 
1. Bryce Harper, RF 
Age: 26 2018 salary: $21.6 million 
WAR: 3.5 OPS+: 133 wRC+: 135 
Slash: .249/.393/.496 R: 103 2B: 34 3B: 0 HR: 34 RBI: 100 SB: 13 CS: 3 
 
Harper’s strong second half, including a staggering .434 on-base percentage and 167 OPS+, put him back 
on track to potentially receive one of the largest free-agent contracts in baseball history. Harper once again 
delivered 30-plus home runs, and his star power will be a huge marketing draw for whichever big-market 
team signs him this offseason. The six-time All-Star and former NL MVP will get paid not only for his 
accomplishments to date but because of his high ceiling, his potential and the fact that he’s just entering 
his prime years. Harper does have a lot of moving parts in his set-up, approach and swing that have caused 
some slumps in his career. However, with new surroundings and different hitting coaches, most evaluators 
still think he’ll develop into one of the most impactful power hitters of our time. He is being represented by 
Boras Corporation, which will make sure he gets the highest AAV of any free-agent position player in history 
(which presently belongs to Miguel Cabrera at $31 million per year). The biggest question is how many 
years he’ll get; because of his youth, I believe he’ll get a decade. 
 
Best fits: Phillies, Giants, Dodgers, Angels, Nationals, Cardinals, Rangers, White Sox. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 10 
AAV: $32 million 
Total: $320 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Giancarlo Stanton – 13 years/$325m (AAV: $25m); J.D. Martinez – 5 years/$110m 
(AAV $22m); Yoenis Céspedes – 4 years/$110m (AAV $27.5m); Jason Heyward – 8 years/$184m (AAV 



$23m);  Albert Pujols – 10 years/$240m (AAV $24m); Robinson Canó – 10 years/$240m (AAV $24m); Joey 
Votto – 10 years/$225m (AAV $22.5m) 
 
2. Manny Machado, SS/3B 
Age: 26 2018 salary: $16 million 
WAR: 6.2 OPS+: 122 wRC+: 141 
Slash: .297/.367/.538 R: 84 2B: 35 3B: 3 HR: 37 RBI: 107 SB: 14 CS: 2 
 
Machado had a solid walk year with career highs in home runs, on-base percentage and OPS+. It was the 
fourth consecutive year that he belted 30 or more home runs and doubles. The four-time All-Star and two-
time Gold Glove winner did not have the best postseason, with a dismal .176 batting average in the NLDS 
and a .182 average in the World Series, although he did belt three postseason homers. His lack of hustle 
at times, his penchant for stepping on first basemen’s feet, and his habit of blowing bubbles while trying to 
beat out ground balls were perplexing, considering the importance of the time and place. However, no one 
can question his talent, abilities and potential.  This is an impact middle-of-the-order bat, a proven Gold 
Glove third baseman and, because of his offense, a good-enough defensive shortstop. His ability to play 
both short and third increases his value and demand. Though his preference is to play shortstop, I think his 
value is much higher at the hot corner. He fits best on a team where he doesn’t have to be the face of the 
franchise, but rather part of a core — preferably one that’s ready to win now. 
 
Best Fits:  Phillies, Cardinals, Angels, Mets, Yankees, Dodgers, Giants, White Sox, Rangers, Padres. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 10 
AAV:  $31 million 
Total: $310 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Giancarlo Stanton – 13 years/$325m (AAV: $25m); Alex Rodriguez – 10 
years/$275m (AAV $27.5m); Justin Turner – 4-years/$64m (AAV $16m); Kyle Seager – 7 years/$100m 
(AAV 14.28m);  Jason Heyward – 8 years/$184m (AAV $23m);  Albert Pujols – 10 years/$240m (AAV 
$24m); Robinson Canó – 10 years/$240m (AAV $24m); Joey Votto – 10 years/$225m (AAV $22.5m) 
 
3. Craig Kimbrel, RHP 
Age: 30 2018 salary: $13 million 
WAR: 1.5 ERA: 2.74 FIP: 3.10 WHIP: 0.99  
K/9: 13.86 W/9: 2.28 BABIP: .216 GB%: 28.2 spin rate: 2578 curve, 2356 four-seam. 
 
The seven-time All-Star will be the highest paid closer on the free-agent market. His average fastball 
remains at 97 mph and though his K/9 rate is the lowest he’s had since 2015, it’s still at an impressive 
13.86. There are not a lot of teams left that believe in spending for closers, but when you look at the teams 
playing in October, they usually have them. Since there has been a shift of industry thinking regarding 
“bullpenning,” there should be enough teams bidding on an impact closer like Kimbrel to get him a deal in 
the range that Wade Davis got from the Rockies last year, and that other top closers have received over 
the past few years. 
 
Best Fits:  Red Sox, Braves, Cubs, Phillies, Mets, White Sox, Rangers. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 4 
AAV:  $17 million 
Total: $68 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Wade Davis — 3 years/$53m (AAV $17.33m); Kenley Jansen — 5 years/$80m 
(AAV $16m); Mark Melancon — 4 years/$62m (AAV $15.5m); Aroldis Chapman —5 years/$86m (AAV 
$17.2m) 
 



4. Patrick Corbin, LHP 
Age: 29 2018 salary: $7.5 million 
WAR: 6.3 ERA: 3.15 FIP: 2.47 WHIP: 1.05 
K/9: 11.07 W/9: 2.16 BABIP: .302 GB%: 48.5 spin rate: 2389 slider, 2216 sinker 
 
Corbin enters free agency as one of the most sought-after starters in the marketplace. His impressive FIP 
(2.47) combined with his strikeout rate (11.07) and walk rate (2.16) will have teams lining up. He continues 
to trend in a positive direction in almost every area of his game. And with such a strong platform year, he 
should become the highest paid left-handed starter in this class, ahead of Dallas Keuchel, J.A. Happ and 
Gio González. 
 
Best Fits: Yankees, Diamondbacks, Mariners, Nationals, Brewers, Twins, White Sox, Rangers, Athletics 
and Giants. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 5 
AAV:  $18 million 
Total: $90 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Alex Cobb — 4 years/$57m (AAV $14.25m); Danny Duffy — 5 years/$65m (AAV 
$13m); Rich Hill — 3 years/$48m (AAV $16m); Jake Arrieta — 3 years/$75m (AAV $25m); Tyler Chatwood 
— 3 years/$38m (AAV 12.67m) 
 
5. Dallas Keuchel, LHP 
Age: 30 2018 salary: $13.2 million 
WAR: 3.6 ERA: 3.74 FIP: 3.69 WHIP: 1.31 
K/9: 6.73 W/9: 2.55 BABIP: .300 GB%: 53.7 spin rate: 2190 slider, 2040 sinker 
 
I’ve said it before: Keuchel has the best beard in baseball, and no one trims it to the level that he does. As 
it happens, he also is a leader and a winner. While he’s no longer the ace of a staff, he still remains at least 
a middle-of-rotation starter. Although there have been some subtle signs of decline, the radar gun and 
many metrics indicate that his average fastball velocity and overall stuff have not gone backward. His ERA 
was half a run higher this year than last, but his FIP has actually gone down. His strikeout rate has gone 
down by one strikeout per nine innings, but the biggest difference has been his groundball rate, which has 
declined over the last two years. However, he still knows how to pitch, and his command of the sinker and 
slider — under the knees and on both sides of the black — remains elite. 
 
Best Fits:  Brewers, Nationals, Mariners, Padres, Angels, Astros, Athletics, Twins, Yankees, Blue Jays. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 4 
AAV:  $18 million 
Total: $72 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Alex Cobb — 4 years/$57m (AAV $14.25m); Danny Duffy — 5 years/$65m (AAV 
$13m); Rich Hill — 3 years/$48m (AAV $16m); Jake Arrieta — 3 years/$75m (AAV $25m); Tyler Chatwood 
— 3 years/$38m (AAV 12.67m) 
 
6. Josh Donaldson, 3B 
Age: 32 2018 salary: $23 million 
WAR: 1.3 OPS+: 119 wRC+: 117 
Slash: .246/.352/.449 R: 30 2B: 14 3B: 0 HR: 8 RBI: 23 SB: 2 CS: 0  
 
Donaldson missed a vast majority of the season with a strained left calf, which will cost him millions in free 
agency. His trade from the Blue Jays to the Indians on August 31 gave him a month to build back his value. 
He hit .280 with an on-base percentage of .400 along with three homers and an impressive OPS+ of 146 



in those 16 games. Unfortunately, it probably wasn’t a big enough sample size to get him the kind of long-
term deal he was hoping for. That being said, remember that Donaldson is only three years removed from 
being named the AL MVP and, coming into this past year, had averaged 37 home runs per season over his 
last three seasons. Donaldson could really be a game changer for a contending team like the Cardinals or 
Angels, both defensively and in the middle of their respective lineups. 
 
Best Fits:  Cardinals, Angels, Indians, Rays, Twins, White Sox, Braves. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 3 
AAV: $18m 
Total: $54m 
 
Contract Comparables: Kendrys Morales — 3 years/$33m (AAV $11m); Edwin Encarnación — 3 
years/$60m (AAV $20m); Mark Trumbo — 3 years/$37.5m (AAV $12.5m); David Ortiz — 2 years/$32m 
(AAV $16m); Victor Martinez — 4 years/$68m (AAV $17m) 
 
7. Nathan Eovaldi, RHP 
Age: 28 2018 salary: $2 million 
WAR: 2.2 ERA: 3.81 FIP: 3.60 WHIP: 1.126 
K/9: 8.19 W/9: 1.62 BABIP: .287 GB%: 45.6 spin rate: 2135 four-seamer, 2389 cutter 
 
Eovaldi has overcome two Tommy John surgeries and a flexor tendon repair and now has the highest 
velocity of his career, topping out at 102 mph. He was a World Series hero for the Red Sox. Eovaldi started 
the year with the Rays, going 3-4 with a 4.26 ERA in 10 starts, but after being traded to Boston he went 3-
3 with a 3.33 ERA. The improvement was thanks to locating his fastball more often at the top of the strike 
zone. He made two starts and four relief appearances in the postseason with an impressive 1.61 ERA, 
punching out 16 and walking 3 in 22 1/3 innings pitched while allowing just 15 hits. His free-agent value 
definitely spiked with his October domination. Still, his health history will probably deter some teams from 
offering longer-term contracts. The question now becomes: Does he sign as a starter, a set-up reliever, or 
even as a closer? 
 
Best Fits: Indians, Red Sox, Dodgers, Cubs, Nationals, Braves, Phillies, Brewers, Rangers, Yankees, Blue 
Jays, Reds, Giants. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 3 
AAV: $14 million 
Total: $42 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Brandon Morrow — 2 years/$21m (AAV $10.5m); J.A. Happ — 3 years/$36m (AAV 
$12m); Lance Lynn — 1 year/$12m (AAV $12m); Tyler Chatwood — 3 years/$38m (AAV 12.67m); Rich Hill 
— 3 years/$48m (AAV $16m) 
 
8. Nelson Cruz, DH 
Age: 38 2018 salary: $14.25 million 
WAR: 2.5 OPS+: 135 wRC+: 134 
Slash: .256/.342/.509 R: 70 2B: 18 3B: 1 HR: 37 RBI: 97 SB: 1 CS: 0 
 
Cruz arguably has the best eyebrows in the sport. He’s also been one of the most consistent designated 
hitters over the last five seasons, averaging over 40 homers and 100 RBIs in that span. The six-time All-
Star had another solid season in 2018, despite spending time on the disabled list for the first time since 
2013 with an ankle sprain. He’ll get paid on a two-year deal from an AL contender, with a return to Seattle 
being the most likely outcome. David Ortiz was paid $16 million per year the last two years of his deal with 
the Red Sox back in 2015; Victor Martinez was paid $17 million per year for the last four years of his career. 



Cruz has been paid $14.25 million for each of the last four years. He probably has earned a slight bump, 
though not quite to the level of Ortiz or Martinez. 
 
Best Fits: Mariners, Twins, Rays. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 2 
AAV: $15 million 
Total: $30 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Kendrys Morales — 3 years/$33m (AAV $11m); Edwin Encarnación — 3 
years/$60m (AAV $20m); Mark Trumbo — 3 years/$37.5m (AAV $12.5m); David Ortiz — 2 years/$32m 
(AAV $16m); Victor Martinez — 4 years/$68m (AAV $17m) 
 
9. Michael Brantley, LF 
Age: 31 2018 salary: $11.5 million 
WAR: 3.5 OPS+: 123 wRC+: 124 
Slash: .309/.364/.468 R: 89 2B: 36 3B: 2 HR: 17 RBI: 76 SB: 12 CS: 3 
 
Brantley is finally healthy, and he certainly rewarded the Indians for picking up his club option. Brantley hit 
over .300 and got on base over 35 percent of the time while belting 17 homers and stealing 12 bags. He 
also played a solid/average left field. 
 
Best Fits:  Indians, Giants, Mariners, Rockies, Rangers, Diamondbacks, Blue Jays. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 3 
AAV: $13 million 
Total: $39 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Jay Bruce — 3 years/$39m (AAV $13m); Josh Reddick — 4 years/$52m (AAV 
$13m); Matt Holliday — 1 year/$13m AAV ($13m); Kole Calhoun — 3 years/$26m (AAV $8.6m) 
 
10. Charlie Morton, RHP 
Age: 34 2018 salary: $7 million 
WAR: 3.1 ERA 3.13 FIP: 3.59 WHIP: 1.162 
K/9: 10.83 W/9: 3.45 BABIP: .283 GB%: 47.4 spin rate: 2923 curve, 2518 cutter 
 
Morton led the league in hit by pitches for the fourth time in six years, which just shows how badly he wants 
to own the inside part of the plate. Morton, when healthy, is the best right-handed starting pitcher in this 
class. He made his first All-Star team this year, and his strikeout rate was the highest of his career at 10.8. 
He’s only allowed 130 hits in 167 innings while punching out a career-high 201 batters. His mid-90s fastball 
is explosive, his curveball is a consistent wipeout pitch, and his changeup is flat out nasty and unhittable at 
times. He did battle right shoulder soreness and injuries throughout the year, which could curb his free-
agent value. Teams will have to do in-depth medicals on him, including an MRI, before seriously considering 
signing him. Without the medicals, it is difficult for me to project more than a one-year deal. 
 
Best Fits:  Astros, Yankees, Mariners, Athletics, Nationals, Cubs, Dodgers, Brewers. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 1 
AAV: $15 million 
Total: $15 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Rich Hill — 3 years/$48m (AAV $16m); John Lackey — 2 years/$32M (AAV $16m); 
Hisashi Iwakuma — 3 years/$45m (AAV $15m); Hiroki Kuroda — 1 year/$15m (AAV $15m) 



11. A.J. Pollock, CF 
Age: 30 2018 salary: $7.8 million 
WAR: 2.5 OPS+: 106 wRC+: 110 
Slash: .257/.316/.484 R: 61 2B: 21 3B: 5 HR: 21 RBI: 65 SB: 13 CS: 2 
 
Pollock has had trouble staying on the field over his seven-year career due to various injuries and has 
managed to play more than 115 games only twice. He’s still an above-average defender in center with 15-
20 home-run power and the ability to steal bases. He was actually an MVP candidate after the first two 
months of the season, when he belted 11 home runs while getting on base 35 percent of the time before 
going down with a thumb injury and missing two months of the season. But he did finish the year strong. 
 
Best Fits:  Phillies, Mets, Diamondbacks, Indians, Mariners, Giants, Rangers, Rockies, Blue Jays, Athletics. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 3 
AAV: $15 million 
Total: $45 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Jay Bruce — 3 years/$39m (AAV $13m); Josh Reddick — 4 years/$52m (AAV 
$13m); Matt Holliday — 1 year/$13m AAV ($13m); Kole Calhoun — 3 years/$26m (AAV $8.6m) 
 
12. Andrew McCutchen, OF 
Age: 32 2018 salary: $14.75 
WAR: 2.6 OPS+: 118 wRC+: 120 
Slash: .255/.368/.424 R: 83 2B: 30 3B: 3 HR: 20 RBI: 65 SB: 14 CS: 9 
 
McCutchen was an All-Star 2011-15 but hasn’t been to a Midsummer Classic since. He struggled to hit for 
power with the Giants in that cold, windy park before getting traded to the Yankees. He’s a team leader and 
always has a strong clubhouse presence. He’d benefit from signing with a team that has a smaller ballpark 
(or just a good hitters’ park), and with either a developing team that needs veteran leadership or a 
contending team where he can hit second or sixth in their lineup. He is no longer a .400 on-base percentage 
player and no longer a 20 stolen-base threat. However, he can still get the big hit and get on base 36 
percent of the time, as he has the last two seasons. And keep in mind he’s hit 20 or more home runs in 
each of his last eight seasons, so there’s reason to believe that his power will endure. McCutchen has also 
played in 150 games or more in eight of his last nine seasons, and that durability should bump his value, in 
contrast to Michael Brantley and A.J. Pollock. 
 
Best Fits: Braves, Phillies, Mariners, Twins, Blue Jays, Twins, Rockies, Rangers, Indians, Rays. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 3 
AAV: $15 million 
Total: $45 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Jay Bruce — 3 years/$39m (AAV $13m); Josh Reddick — 4 years/$52m (AAV 
$13m); Lorenzo Cain — 5 years/$80m (AAV $16m); Carlos Beltrán — 3 years/$45m (AAV $15m); Curtis 
Granderson — 4 years/$60m (AAV $15m); Dexter Fowler — 5 years/$82.5m ($16.5m) 
 
13. J.A. Happ, LHP 
Age: 36 2018 salary: $13 million 
WAR: 3.2 ERA: 3.65 FIP: 3.98 WHIP: 1.131 
K/9: 9.78 W/9: 2.58 BABIP: .272 GB%: 40.1 spin rate: 2334 four-seamer, 2187 slider 
 
Happ went 17-6 this year with the Blue Jays and Yankees, striking out 193 batters in 177 2/3 innings 
pitched. He has proven once again that he is a solid middle-of-the-rotation starter. Left-handed batters hit 



just .171 against him, with only two homers in 143 plate appearances. He also was much better in the 
second half of the season, going 7-0 with a 2.62 ERA in 12 starts, 11 of them with the Yankees. 
 
Best Fits:  Yankees, Nationals, Brewers, Mariners, Twins, Athletics, Rangers, Giants. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 2 
AAV: $15 million 
Total: $30 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Lance Lynn — 1 year/$12m (AAV $12m); Tyler Chatwood — 3 years/$38m (AAV 
12.67m); Rich Hill — 3 years/$48m (AAV $16m); Alex Cobb — 4 years/$57m (AAV $14.25m); Danny Duffy 
— 5 years/$65m (AAV $13m) 
 
14. Jed Lowrie, 2B 
Age: 34 2018 salary: $6 million 
WAR: 4.9 OPS+: 120 wRC+: 122 
Slash: .267/.353/.448 R: 78 2B: 37 3B: 1 HR: 23 RBI: 99 SB: 0 CS: 0 
 
Lowrie is one of the most underrated second basemen in baseball but finally made his first All-Star Game 
this year. He had another amazing season, including a .353 on-base percentage with 23 home runs and 
99 runs batted in, while playing a solid second base. The A’s would love to have him back next year, but 
they should expect some serious competition from contending teams after enjoying two of the best years 
of his career. 
 
Best Fits:  Athletics, Angels, Dodgers, Red Sox, Twins, Mariners. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 2 
AAV: $10 million 
Total: $20 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Jedd Gyorko — 5 years/$35m (AAV $7m); Zack Cozart — 3 years/$38m (AAV 
$12.67m); Jason Kipnis — 6 years/$52.5m (AAV $8.75m); Logan Forsythe — 3 years/$18.25m (AAV 
$6.08m); Jonathan Schoop — 1 year/$8.5m (AAV $8.5m); Ian Kinsler — 1  year/$102.5m (AAV 9.3m) 
 
15. Mike Moustakas, 3B 
Age: 30 2018 salary: $6.5 million 
WAR: 2.4 OPS+: 108 wRC+: 105 
Slash: .251/.315/.459 R: 66 2B: 33 3B: 1 HR: 28 RBI: 95 SB: 4 CS: 1 
 
Moustakas declined his one-year, $15 million option year for 2019 with the hopes of getting the kind of 
multi-year offer that he wasn’t able to land last offseason. Moustakas belted 28 home runs, helping the 
Brewers win the NL Central, but he also had an on-base percentage of .315, and the metrics don’t like his 
defense at third base as much as the scouts do, which lessens his value. However, he has a reputation as 
a winning player thanks to his time in Kansas City on two World Series teams, as well as this season, when 
he helped the Brewers get to Game 7 of the NLCS. 
 
Best Fits: Angels, Brewers, Cardinals, Giants, Braves, Twins, Rangers. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 3 
AAV: $10 million 
Total: $30 million 
 



Contract Comparables: Todd Frazier — 1 year/$12m (AAV $12m); Martín Prado — 4 year/$40m (AAV 
$10m); Justin Turner — 4 years/$64m (AAV $16m); Eduardo Escobar — 3 years/$12m (AAV $7m); Zack 
Cozart — 3 years/$38m ($12.67m) 
 
16. Hyun-Jin Ryu, LHP  
Age: 31 2018 salary: $7.83 million 
WAR: 2.0 ERA: 1.97 FIP: 3.00 WHIP: 1.008 
K/9: 9.73 W/9: 1.64 BABIP: .281 GB%: 45.8 spin rate: 2054 four-seamer, 2542 curve 
 
Ryu had a terrific comeback from left-shoulder injury, regaining not only his stuff — in terms of velocity, 
break and spin rate — but also his command and control. The only questions left are: Will he hold up, and 
will someone gamble on a contract for him for more than two years? 
 
Best Fits: Dodgers, Padres, Angels, Athletics, Mariners, Yankees. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 2 
AAV: $14 million 
Total: $28 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Lance Lynn — 1 year/$12m (AAV $12m); Tyler Chatwood — 3 years/$38m (AAV 
$12.67m); Rich Hill — 3 years/$48m (AAV $16m); Alex Cobb — 4 years/$57m (AAV $14.25m); Danny 
Duffy — 5 years/$65m (AAV $13m) 
 
17. Daniel Murphy, 2B 
Age: 33 2018 salary: $17.5 million 
WAR: 0.8 OPS+: 106 wRC+: 110 
Slash: .299/.336/.454 R: 40 2B: 15 3B: 0 HR: 12 RBI: 40 SB: 3 CS: 0 
 
Murphy can flat-out rake, and proved down the stretch that he is completely healthy. The one downside to 
signing Murphy is that it’s probably time for him to move him off second base for either first base or 
designated hitter. From 2016-18, he has the second highest batting average in the majors, behind only 
José Altuve of the Astros. His slash line this year after the All-Star Game was .315/.346/.488. Murphy might 
not have a lot of teams lining up for him because of his lack of range and limited defensive positions, but 
his bat is a difference-maker and he should do well on a contract with a contending AL team. I really like 
Murphy as an upgrade for the Indians at first base, or for the Mariners at designated hitter if they part ways 
with Nelson Cruz. 
 
Best Fits: Indians, Twins, Mariners, Royals, Rays. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 2 
AAV: $10m 
Total: $20m 
 
Contract Comparables: Kendrys Morales — 3 years/$33m (AAV $11m); Edwin Encarnación — 3 
years/$60m (AAV $20m); Mark Trumbo — 3 years/$37.5m (AAV $12.5m); David Ortiz — 2 years/$32m 
(AAV $16m); Victor Martinez — 4 years/$68m (AAV $17m); Jay Bruce —3 years/ $39m (AAV $13m) 
 
18. Yasmani Grandal, C 
Age: 29 2018 salary: $7.9 million 
WAR: 3.6 OPS+: 121 wRC+: 125 
Slash: .241/.349/.466 R: 65 2B: 23 3B: 2 HR: 24 RBI: 68 SB: 2 CS: 1 
 
The switch-hitter will be this winter’s most sought-after catcher after another solid year that included 24 
home runs and an on-base percentage of .349 in 518 plate appearance. Defensively, he did a solid job with 



game-calling and framing pitches, at least until the postseason, when things seemed to collapse for him. 
He had several bad games behind the plate in October and temporarily lost his job to Austin Barnes. 
However, he did get his starting gig back by the end of the World Series and finished strong defensively. 
The postseason hiccup probably will not cost him in free agency because of the scarcity of quality players 
at his position, and the fact that he was the starting catcher on a team that got to the World Series for two 
consecutive years. 
 
Best Fits: Dodgers, Nationals, Mets, Braves, Astros, Athletics. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 4 
AAV: $17 million 
Total: $68 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Matt Wieters — 2 years/$21m (AAV $10.5m); Francisco Cervelli — 3 years/$31m 
(AAV 10.3m); Brian McCann — 5 years/$85m (AAV $17m); Yan Gomes — 6 years/$23.5m with team 
options for $7.08m in ’19; $9m in ’20 and $11m in ’21) 
 
19. Marwin González, INF/OF 
Age: 29 2018 salary: $5.125 million 
WAR: 1.6 OPS+: 103 wRC+: 104 
Slash: .247/.324/.409 R: 61 2B: 25 3B: 3 HR: 16 RBI: 68 SB: 2 CS: 3 
 
González is one of the most versatile players in baseball, capable of above-average defense at first base, 
second base and in left field, and holds his own on the left side of the infield as well. He got off to a slow 
start this year, but had a terrific second half, hitting .275/.352/.492; 10 of his 16 home runs came in August 
and September. He would love to land an everyday job, but that would probably have to come from a 
second division team — most contenders would likely want to keep him in the same role the Astros had 
him in. He’s an ideal player for teams like the Cubs and Dodgers, that like to continually use players in 
different positions. 
 
Best fits: Astros, Mariners, Red Sox, Twins, Cubs, Cardinals, Phillies, Blue Jays, Rays, White Sox, Rangers, 
Dodgers, Giants, Diamondbacks. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 3 
AAV: $13 million 
Total: $39 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Ben Zobrist — 4 years/$56m (AAV $14m); Eduardo Escobar — 3 years/$21m (AAV 
$7m);  Yonder Alonso — 2 years/$16m (AAV $8m) 
 
20. Wilson Ramos, C 
Age: 31 2018 salary: $8.5 million 
WAR: 2.4 OPS+: 130 wRC+: 131 
Slash: .306/.358/.487 R: 39 2B: 22 3B: 1 HR: 15 RBI: 70 SB: 0 CS: 0 
 
Ramos is a two-time All-Star and a Silver Slugger Award winner. He was traded mid-season from the Rays 
to the Phillies and slashed an impressive .337/.396/.483 after the trade. Surprisingly, however, he didn’t hit 
for power, belting just one home run after hitting 14 in the first half for Tampa Bay. Teams looking for starting 
catching this offseason will try to trade for the Marlins’ J.T. Realmuto first, but if that doesn’t work, they will 
be chasing Grandal and Ramos as the two best catchers available in free agency. 
 
Best Fits: Dodgers, Nationals, Mets, Braves, Astros, Athletics, Rays. 
 
Contract Prediction 



Years: 2 
AAV: $11 million 
Total: $22 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Matt Wieters — 2 years/$21m (AAV $10.5m); Francisco Cervelli — 3 years/$31m 
(AAV $10.3m); Brian McCann — 5 years/$85m (AAV $17m); Yan Gomes — 6 years/ $23.5m with team 
options for $7.08m in ’19; $9m in ’20 and $11m in ’21) 
 
21. Zach Britton, LHP 
Age: 30 2018 salary: $12 million 
WAR: 0.1 ERA: 3.10 FIP: 4.22 WHIP: 1.230 
K/9: 7.52 W/9: 4.65 BABIP: 241 GB%: 73 spin rate: 2036 sinker, 2599 slider 
 
Britton remains one of the best left-handed sinkerballers in baseball but had a difficult year overall while 
trying to come back from injuries. He was extremely nasty the final month of the season, though, not 
allowing a run in 10 September appearances. 
 
Best Fits: Astros, Red Sox, Yankees, Athletics, Rockies, Indians, Dodgers, Braves, Phillies, Mets, Rangers, 
Cubs. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 3 
AAV: $14 million 
Total: $42 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Wade Davis — 3 years/$53m (AAV $17.33m); Kenley Jansen — 5 years/$80m 
(AAV $16m); Mark Melancon — 4 years/$62m (AAV $15.5m); Aroldis Chapman — 5 years/$86m (AAV 
$17.2m); Joakim Soria —3 years/$25m (AAV: $8.3m); Bryan Shaw —3 years/$27m (AAV $9m); Brandon 
Morrow, 2 years/$21m (AAV $10.5m) 
 
22. Kelvin Herrera, RHP 
Age: 28 2018 salary: $7.9 million 
WAR: 0.4 ERA: 2.44 FIP: 3.95 WHIP: 1.195 
K/9: 7.7 W/9: 2.0 BABIP: .287 GB%: 35.6 spin rate: four-seamer 2215, sinker 2162 
 
Herrera was leading all closers with a 1.05 ERA when he was traded from the Royals to the Nationals back 
in June and had recorded 14 saves with a hits per nine rate of only 6.7. However, once he got to 
Washington, his performance dipped, as shown by his 4.34 ERA and 11.6 hits per nine. His season ended 
prematurely when he underwent left-foot surgery for a torn Lisfranc ligament. He’s expected to be healthy 
by the start of spring training, but his free-agent value will take a hit because of the combination of his foot 
surgery and his rough performance with the Nationals. His contract will probably be a low base with 
incentives, but it’s difficult to predict without seeing the medicals. 
 
Best Fits: Cubs, Cardinals, Nationals, Braves, Dodgers, Angels, Indians, Rangers, Twins. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 1 
AAV: $11 million 
Total: $11 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Wade Davis — 3 years/$53m (AAV $17.33m); Mark Melancon — 4 years/$62m 
(AAV $15.5m); Joakim Soria — 3 years/$25m (AAV: $8.3m); Brandon Morrow — 2 years/$21m (AAV 
$10.5m); Cody Allen — 1 year/$10.58m (AAV: $10.58m); Bryan Shaw — 3 years/$27m (AAV $9m); Brad 
Ziegler — 2 years/$16m (AAV $8m) 
 
23. Adam Ottavino, RHP 



Age: 32 2018 salary: $7 million 
WAR: 2.0 ERA: 2.43 FIP: 2.74 WHIP: 0.990 
K/9: 12.98 W/9: 4.17 BABIP: .240 GB%: 38.4% spin rate: 2787 slider, 2287 sinker 
 
Ottavino has a five-pitch mix, throwing a slider, sinker, cutter, four-seam fastball and occasional changeup. 
He’s coming off the best year of his career. Ottavino spent the season dominating hitters, striking out 112 
in 77 2/3 innings with just 41 hits allowed. Right-handed batters hit only .142 against him, and in his best 
month, July, he had a 1.35 ERA. He wasn’t as sharp in the season’s last two months, when it jumped above 
4.00. However, he will benefit from the increasing number of teams that are putting more and more 
emphasis on relievers. 
 
Best Fits: Rockies, Indians, Dodgers, Braves, Phillies, Mets, Rangers, Athletics. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 2 
AAV: $10 million 
Total: $20 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Bryan Shaw — 3-years/$27m (AAV $9m); Brandon Morrow — 2 years/$21m (AAV 
$10.5m); Brad Ziegler — 2 years/$16m (AAV $8m) 
 
24. Jeurys Familia, RHP 
Age: 29 2018 salary: $7.9 million 
WAR: 1.8 ERA: 3.13 FIP: 2.65 WHIP: 1.222 
K/9: 10.38 W/9: 3.50 BABIP: .306 GB%: 46.3 spin rate: 2286 slider, 2210 sinker 
 
Familia led the majors in games finished and saves back in 2016, when he was an All-Star. This past 
season, he put up similar numbers in terms of FIP, walk and strikeout rates and innings pitched, just without 
the saves. His value could fluctuate in free agency depending if a team decides to sign him as a set-up 
reliever or closer. 
 
Best Fits: Athletics, Rockies, Indians, Dodgers, Braves, Phillies, Mets, Rangers, Cubs. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 2 
AAV: $10 million 
Total: $20 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Bryan Shaw — 3 years/$27m (AAV $9m); Brandon Morrow — 2 years/$21m (AAV 
$10.5m); Brad Ziegler — 2 years/$16m (AAV $8m) 
 
25. David Robertson, RHP 
Age: 33 2018 salary: $13 million 
WAR: 1.5 ERA: 3.23 FIP: 2.97 WHIP: 1.033 
K/9: 11.76 W/9: 3.36 BABIP: .245 GB%: 45.3 spin rate: 2772 curve; 2566 cutter 
 
Robertson’s splits are pretty equal across the board. Right-handed hitters hit .188 against him, while left-
handed hitters batted .176. He was more effective in medium-to-high leverage situations, when opposing 
hitters got on base 23 percent of the time against him, than he was in low-leverage situations, when 
opponents got on at a 30 percent clip. Teams could sign him as either a set-up reliever or a closer. 
 
Best Fits: Astros, Yankees, Athletics, Indians, Dodgers, Braves, Phillies, Mets, Rangers, Cubs. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 2 
AAV: $10 million 



Total: $20 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Bryan Shaw — 3-years/$27m (AAV $9m); Brandon Morrow — 2 years/$21m (AAV 
$10.5m); Brad Ziegler — 2 years/$16m (AAV $8m) 
 
26. DJ LeMahieu, 2B 
Age: 30 2018 salary: $8.5 million 
WAR: 2.0 OPS+: 88 wRC+: 86 
Slash: .276/.321/.428 R: 90 2B: 32 3B: 2 HR: 15 RBI: 62 SB: 6 CS: 5 
 
The two-time All-Star and Gold Glove winner is not expected to re-sign with the Rockies next year because 
their farm system is loaded with top middle-infield prospects, including Brendan Rodgers and Garrett 
Hampson, both of whom look close to major-league ready. LeMahieu had another solid year, with a career 
high in home runs, but his batting average and on-base percentage slipped for the third straight season, 
and he spent time on the disabled list for the first time in four years. His home/road splits will hurt him in 
free agency, as he slashed .229/.277/.422 away from Coors Field and .317/.360/.433 at home. Still, teams 
looking to improve their defense at second base will certainly make inquiries. He made $8.5 million in his 
final year of salary arbitration eligibility, which seems steep considering his lack of overall offensive 
production. I expect him to take a bit of a pay cut if he signs away from the Rockies. 
 
Best Fits: Angels, Athletics, Dodgers, Red Sox, Rockies. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 2 
AAV: $9 million 
Total: $18 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Jedd Gyorko — 5 years/$35m (AAV $7m); Zack Cozart — 3 years/$38m (AAV 
$12.67m); Jason Kipnis — 6 years/$52.5m (AAV $8.75m); Logan Forsythe — 3 years/$18.25m (AAV 
$6.08m); Jonathan Schoop — 1 year/$8.5m (AAV $8.5m) 
 
27. Joe Kelly, RHP 
Age: 30 2018 salary: $3.8 million 
WAR: 0.7 ERA: 4.39 FIP: 3.57 WHIP: 1.355 
K/9: 9.32 W/9: 4.39 BABIP: .301 GB%: 46.9 spin rate: 3103 curve, 2251 four-seamer 
 
Kelly had an impressive World Series, dominating hitters with a 97-mph fastball at the top and bottom of 
the strike zone paired with an incredible wipeout curveball. He ended October 1-0 with a 0.00 ERA, striking 
out 10 and walking none in six innings of four-hit shutout ball in his five appearances. His stock spiked. 
 
Best Fits: Red Sox, Braves, Phillies, Indians, Cubs, Athletics, Dodgers, Mets, Rangers. Astros. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 2 
AAV: $8 million 
Total: $16 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Bryan Shaw — 3 years/$27m (AAV $9m); Brandon Morrow — 2 years/$21m (AAV 
$10.5m); Brad Ziegler — 2 years/$16m (AAV $8m) 
 
28. Gio González, LHP 
Age: 33 2018 salary: $12 million 
WAR: 2.0 ERA: 4.21 FIP: 4.16 WHIP: 1.444 
K/9: 7.79 W/9: 4.21 BABIP: .301 GB%: 45.3 spin rate: 2715 curve, 2227 four-seamer 
 



González has thrown at least 170 innings in each of the last four seasons. The hard-throwing lefty has had 
an inconsistent career, but when he’s on, he has one of the league’s best breaking balls. González was 
especially effective down the stretch after the Brewers acquired him from the Nationals, going 3-0 with a 
2.13 ERA and 3.63 FIP in five starts with his new team. He has had some shoulder issues, which could 
prevent him from getting a third year in free agency. 
 
Best Fits: Brewers, Angels, Athletics, Mariners, Padres, Marlins. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 2 
AAV: $11 million 
Total: $22 million 
 
Contract Comparables:  Lance Lynn — 1 year/$12m (AAV $12m); Tyler Chatwood — 3 years/$38m (AAV 
12.67m); Rich Hill — 3 years/$48m (AAV $16m); Alex Cobb — 4 years/$57m (AAV $14.25m); Danny Duffy 
— 5 years/$65m (AAV $13m) 
 
29. Nick Markakis, RF 
Age: 34 2018 salary: $10.5 million 
WAR: 2.6 OPS+: 117 wRC+: 114 
Slash: .297/.366/.440 R: 78 2B: 43 3B: 2 HR: 14 RBI: 93 SB: 1 CS: 1 
 
Markakis is finally healthy, and it showed on the field, as he had his best season since his prime years in 
2008-10. He played in all 162 games for the Braves with above-average defense in right, where he still has 
plus range and an accurate arm. He did have a poor second half, hitting .258/.332/.369 with only four home 
runs, which will diminish his value. 
 
Best Fits: Braves, Indians, Giants, Mariners, Rockies, Rangers, Braves, Diamondbacks, Blue Jays. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 2 
AAV: $12 million 
Total: $24 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Jay Bruce — 3 years/$39m (AAV $13m); Josh Reddick — 4 years/$52m (AAV 
$13m); Matt Holliday — 1 year/$13m AAV ($13m); Kole Calhoun — 3 years/$26m (AAV $8.6m) 
 
30. Adam Jones, OF 
Age: 33 2018 salary: $17 million 
WAR: 1.2 OPS+: 102 wRC+: 97 
Slash: .281/.313/.419 R: 54 2B: 35 3B: 0 HR: 15 RBI: 63 SB: 7 CS: 1 
 
Jones had his worst season since 2010, and it marked the first time he didn’t hit 20 home runs after an 
impressive seven-year run of hitting that mark. He has also declined defensively, to the point that’s it time 
for him to move to one of the outfield corners. The Orioles were ready to ship Jones to the Phillies, but he 
utilized his 10-and-5 rights and declined the trade. Jones would have shared time in right field for the Phillies 
if he had accepted. Expect him to take a massive pay cut and try to be a comeback player of the year 
candidate with his new team. 
 
Best fits: Orioles, Braves, Indians, Giants, Mariners, Rockies, Rangers, Braves, Diamondbacks, Blue Jays, 
Phillies. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 1 
AAV: $10 million 
Total: $10 million 



 
Contract Comparables: Jay Bruce — 3 years/$39m (AAV $13m); Josh Reddick — 4 years/$52m (AAV 
$13m); Matt Holliday — 1 year/$13m AAV ($13m); Kole Calhoun — 3 years/$26m (AAV $8.6m); Carlos 
González— 1 year/$5m (AAV $5m); Yonder Alonso — 2 years/$16m (AAV $8m); Matt Joyce — 2 
years/$11m (AAV $5.5m); Logan Morrison — 1 year/$6.5m (AAV $6.5m); Carlos Gómez — 1 year/$4m 
(AAV $4m); Curtis Granderson — 1 year/$5m (AAV $5m) 
 
31. Andrew Miller, LHP 
Age: 33 2018 salary: $9 million 
WAR: 0.4 ERA: 4.24 FIP: 3.51 WHIP: 1.382 
K/9: 11.91 W/9: 4.24 BABIP: 329 GB%: 47.7 spin rate: 2556 slider, 2032 four-seamer 
 
Miller battled both knee and shoulder issues this year and wasn’t able to finish strong in the postseason, 
walking three (one intentional) and giving up a hit in his only 1/3 of an inning of work in two appearances. 
When healthy, he is one of the best and elite left-handed relief pitchers in the game. However, he’ll probably 
have to sign a one-year contract loaded with incentives and bonuses and hope he can prove himself healthy 
next year to regain his earning power. 
 
Best Fits:  Cubs, Braves, Phillies, Nationals, Dodgers, Cardinals, Indians, Red Sox, Dodgers, Astros, 
Yankees, Rangers, Pirates, Diamondbacks, Giants, Reds, Brewers, White Sox. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 1 
AAV: $10 million (including incentives) 
Total: $10 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Bryan Shaw — 3 years/$27m (AAV $9m); Brandon Morrow — 2 years/$21m (AAV 
$10.5m); Brad Ziegler — 2 years/$16m (AAV $8m) 
 
32. Carlos González, OF 
Age 33 2018 salary: $5 million 
WAR: 1.1 OPS+: 99 wRC+: 96 
Slash: .276/.329/.467 R: 71 2B: 32 3B: 4 HR: 16 RBI: 64 SB: 5 CS: 2 
 
González took the financial hit last season when his 2017 salary of $20 million was cut all the way down to 
$5 million after a dramatic decline year, similar to Adam Jones’. González’s 2018 performance indicated 
that the downward trend is real. I think he’ll get a slight bump in salary in his return to free agency, but it 
won’t be significant. 
 
Best Fits: Rockies, Orioles, Braves, Indians, Giants, Mariners, Rangers, Braves, Diamondbacks, Blue Jays, 
Phillies. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 1 
AAV: $7 million 
Total: $7 million 
 
Contract Comparables: David Freese — 1 year/$5m (AAV $5m); Yonder Alonso — 2 years/$16m (AAV 
$8m); Matt Joyce — 2 years/$11m (AAV $5.5m); Logan Morrison — 1 year/$6.5m (AAV $6.5m); Carlos 
Gómez — 1 year/$4m (AAV $4m); Curtis Granderson — 1 year/$5m (AAV $5m); Cameron Maybin — 1 
year/$3.25m (AAV $3.25m) 
 
33. CC Sabathia, LHP 
Age: 38 2018 salary: $10 million 
WAR: 2.5 ERA: 3.65 FIP: 4.16 WHIP: 1.314 
K/9: 8.24 W/9: 3.0 BABIP: .295 GB%: 44.4 spin rate: 2250 slider, 2221 cutter 



 
Sabathia had another solid season, and continued to show that he could provide five decent innings in most 
starts — he consistently kept the Yankees in games. His pitchability is special, and he can still miss bats 
with the slider.  A return to the Yanks makes the most sense, as a back-of-the-rotation starter. Sabathia’s 
leadership is important for the development of some of their young pitching prospects. 
 
Best Fits: Yankees, Brewers, Angels. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 1 
AAV: $10 million 
Totals: $10 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Lance Lynn — 1 year/$12m (AAV $12m) 
 
34. Aníbal Sánchez, RHP 
Age: 34 2018 salary: $1 million 
WAR:2.4 ERA: 2.83 FIP: 3.62 WHIP: 1.083 
K/9: 8.89 W/9: 2.77 BABIP: .255 GB%: 45 spin rate: 2239 four-seamer, 2340 cutter 
 
Sánchez has developed an impressive cutter, which allowed him to pitch better this past year than he ever 
had in his career. It will be interesting to see if the league adjusts to him next year, or if his age catches up 
with him. He probably would be best served re-signing with the Braves and seeing if he can continue his 
surprising success. 
 
Best Fit: Braves. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 1 
AAV: $12 million 
Total: $12 million 
 
Contract comparables: Lance Lynn — 1 year/$12m (AAV $12m) 
 
35. Brian Dozier, 2B 
Age: 31 2018 salary: $9 million 
WAR: 0.8, OPS+: 88, wRC+: 90 
Slash: .215/.305/.391 R: 81 2B: 30 3B: 2 HR: 21 RBI: 72 SB: 12 CS: 3 
 
Dozier had a dismal free-agent season, setting a career low in batting average while hitting his fewest 
homers since 2013 with his lowest stolen base total in three years. The former Gold Glove winner will have 
to sign a one-year deal and hope he gets the opportunity to play enough to regain some value for next 
year’s free-agent class. 
 
Best Fits: Angels, Athletics, Dodgers, Red Sox, Rockies. 
 
Contract Prediction 
Years: 1 
AAV: $7 million 
Total: $7 million 
 
Contract Comparables: Carlos González — 1 year/$5m (AAV $5m); Yonder Alonso — 2 years/$16m (AAV 
$8m); Matt Joyce — 2 years $11m (AAV $5.5m); Logan Morrison — 1 year/$6.5m (AAV $6.5m); Carlos 
Gómez — 1 year/$4m (AAV $4m); Curtis Granderson — 1 year/$5m (AAV $5m); Zack Cozart— 3 
years/$38m (AAV $12.67m); Logan Forsythe — 3 years/$18.25m (AAV $6.08m); Jonathan Schoop — 1 
year/$8.5m (AAV $8.5m) 



 
Rosenthal: Harper, Machado and shifting dynamics in the market will make the offseason a parade 
of crazy 
By Ken Rosenthal / The Athletic / November 4, 2018 
 
I’ll never forget the text, which popped up on my phone seconds after news broke that the Nationals had 
signed outfielder Jayson Werth to a seven-year, $126 million free-agent contract in December 2010. 
 
The text, authored by a rival executive, consisted of two words: 
 
“Bleeping crazy.” 
 
The Werth deal, it turned out, was not bleeping crazy. Werth gave the Nationals $105.9 million worth of 
performance value, according to a Fangraphs metric that converts WAR into a dollar scale based on free-
agent spending. His arrival also provided intangible benefits for the Nats, signaling they were serious about 
contending. 
 
Ah, but don’t let the facts get in the way of a good story. 
 
In the baseball offseason, we live for the crazy, the signings or trades that stun us because of the dollar 
amount, the shock value or both. Think Albert Pujols to the Angels in December 2011, Zack Greinke to the 
D-Backs in December 2015, Giancarlo Stanton to the Yankees in December 2017 — and any number of 
others. 
 
So, what will qualify as crazy this offseason? The Bryce Harper and Manny Machado free-agent contracts, 
of course, loom as the early favorites. Many fans will decry the dollar amounts, which figure to exceed $300 
million for each, forgetting that most owners are far wealthier than the top players will ever be, and that 
some occasionally long for shiny new toys, efficiency be damned. Yet, even aside from Harper and 
Machado, my guess is we’re going to see a whole lot of crazy, or at least transactions that will startle us, 
due to a number of shifting dynamics in the market: 
 
• The Yankees and Dodgers spent years trying to get under the luxury-tax threshold so they could realize 
a form of big-market nirvana — a resetting of their penalty rate to the minimum 20 percent. They’re not 
about to retreat now that they’ve reached their goal, especially not after the humiliation the Red Sox inflicted 
on both of them during the postseason. Ditto for the Astros, the other team Boston eliminated in quick, 
ruthless fashion. 
 
• Rebuilding teams such as the Reds and White Sox, finally tired of losing 95-plus games, are likely to 
spend and maybe even spend big. One rival executive views the White Sox as a sleeper for Machado, 
whom they pursued heavily in a trade last offseason. The Twins and Angels, two other teams coming off 
disappointing seasons (and like the Reds, proceeding with new managers), are among the others that 
should fall into the category of “motivated.” 
 
• The Phillies, operating in the sweet spot of burgeoning local TV money and few existing contractual 
commitments, are expected to be a major player for Machado or Harper and the top starting pitcher in free 
agency, Patrick Corbin. Going 0 for 3 likely will trigger a parade of angry fans down Broad Street, demanding 
answers. 
 
• The relative lack of star power outside of Harper and Machado almost certainly will produce a frenzy in 
the trade market, with clubs targeting comparable talents who are more attractive due to some combination 
of age, affordability and contractual control. The Pirates’ trade for right-hander Chris Archer last summer 
was a model for the kind of deal that might take place, not that many players like Archer will be available. 
 
• The Cubs, while unlikely to spend big after investing $185 million in Yu Darvish, Tyler Chatwood and 
Brandon Morrow last off-season, are not about to take the winter off. Theo Epstein and Jed Hoyer are going 



to do something interesting, maybe multiple things, as they try to wrest the NL Central back from the 
Brewers. And the Cardinals, after missing the postseason for the third straight year, will be restless, too. 
 
So, there will be action, more action than last offseason, but with some of the same trends. Money will be 
spent, especially at the top of the market. But declining players in their 30s still are going to suffer in free 
agency, and clubs will continue to exploit market surpluses in an effort to drive down prices. Super-utility 
man Eduardo Escobar’s willingness to accept a three-year, $21 million deal from the D-Backs before even 
hitting the open market was an example, it seemed, of a player running scared. 
 
Expect others to do the same. 
 
My original plan for this column was to propose three “gotcha” trades that would serve as a blowtorch for 
the Hot Stove — Jacob deGrom to the Dodgers, Madison Bumgarner to the Yankees and Corey Kluber to 
the Braves. But as I talked to people in the industry, I came to understand the chances of any of those 
moves happening probably is between zero and five percent. That’s the problem with trying to predict the 
offseason. Teams usually have other plans. 
 
The Mets want to add and not subtract under new general manager Brodie Van Wagenen, who — as 
deGrom’s agent last July — called for the team to either trade the pitcher or sign him long-term. Perfect. 
Now Van Wagenen is in position to snap the Mets out of their “inertia” — his word, not mine. 
 
DeGrom probably will earn about $35 million in his final two years of arbitration. Under a seven-year contract 
— the usual term for elite starters, as Van Wagenen well knows — deGrom would merit at least $185 
million, including five free-agent years at an average of $30 million. For the likely NL Cy Young winner, 
coming off a historic season, that actually might be low. 
 
Van Wagenen also has said the Mets will be “in” on every free agent, a statement that amounts to another 
test. A legitimate pursuit of Machado or Harper would be a refreshing departure for a team that in recent 
years has not spent in accordance with its market size. Whether it would be the correct approach is another 
question. Trading deGrom to the Dodgers for a package headlined by catcher Keibert Ruiz and other top 
prospects might serve the Mets better long-term. 
 
The Giants are in a similar position with Bumgarner — possibly better off moving him than keeping him — 
only they have yet to even hire the lead executive who will make such a decision. Bumgarner is under 
control for only one more season, and his declining velocities and strikeout rates almost certainly would 
give prospective suitors pause. As one rival executive put it, teams no longer are seduced by the name on 
the back of a jersey. They look at a player’s hard data, and if they don’t like what they see, they dismiss 
him. 
 
The sentimental Giants of old would simply sign Bumgarner long-term, rewarding him for helping the team 
win three World Series. Under the incoming “next-gen” leadership, as CEO Larry Baer calls it, the Giants 
might be inclined to pursue Harper, who is only 26. But would they add a Bumgarner contract to the massive 
and increasingly unproductive deals they awarded shortstop Brandon Crawford, first baseman Brandon 
Belt and catcher Buster Posey? Better they should trade Bumgarner in July, even if they sign Harper, and 
start building a younger core. 
 
Then there is my idea of Kluber to the Braves, one that actually would make sense, considering the Indians 
are open to trading a starting pitcher and probably could move two and win the sorry AL Central. The 
Braves, though, are not a likely suitor for Kluber, who is under control for three more years, or Carlos 
Carrasco and Trevor Bauer, who are under control for two. The team’s bigger needs are a right fielder, a 
second catcher and — as we saw during their loss to the Dodgers in the Division Series — bench help. 
 
What about all of those Braves pitching prospects, the kind who could help bring Kluber? The team probably 
will be inclined to keep most of them. The attrition rate among pitchers remains high, and teams such as 
the Rays and Brewers have shown how young arms can be deployed in new, innovative ways. Now more 
than ever, the more pitching a club stockpiles, the better off it will be. 



 
The Astros might be a better match for one of the Indians’ pitchers. Two of the Astros’ starters, left-hander 
Dallas Keuchel and righty Charlie Morton, are free agents. The team’s top prospect is outfielder Kyle 
Tucker, and the Indians’ biggest need is outfield help. Add a couple of pitching prospects, and it’s easy to 
see how a deal might come together. 
 
That is, unless the Yankees get in the way. 
 
The American League does not figure to be any less top-heavy in 2019 than it was in ’18; as the offseason 
begins, the Red Sox, Yankees, Astros and Indians already appear to have the inside track on four of the 
five AL playoff berths. The current dynamic, however, is unique, a snapshot in time, and probably not an 
indication of long-term imbalance. 
 
The Red Sox might lose closer righty Nathan Eovaldi, reliever Joe Kelly and closer Craig Kimbrel as free 
agents this offseason and lefty Chris Sale, righty Rick Porcello and shortstop Xander Bogaerts after next 
offseason. The Indians are in the same position this offseason with outfielder Michael Brantley and relievers 
Andrew Miller and Cody Allen, and shortstop Francisco Lindor, eligible for free agency after 2021, might be 
too pricey for them to sign long-term. The Astros have righties Gerrit Cole and Justin Verlander for one 
more season, outfielder George Springer for two more, and shortstop Carlos Correa for three more. 
 
The Yankees, despite obvious starting-pitching concerns and their own potential defections, might be in the 
strongest position of the AL super-teams going forward. They have the prospects, starting with outfielder 
Estevan Florial, to acquire one of the Indians’ pitchers. They also have the money to sign Corbin and fellow 
lefty J.A. Happ if that is their preferred route. They even have the wherewithal to add Machado and package 
third baseman Miguel Andújar for some other starting pitcher as another option. 
 
Even the failed acquisition of righty Sonny Gray could end up working in the Yankees’ favor. General 
manager Brian Cashman already has announced his intention to move Gray, and the best outcome for the 
Yankees might be to obtain young lottery tickets whom they would not need to add to their crowded 40-
man roster. 
 
Acquire enough lottery tickets, and every so often one of them will pay off, a strategy that would help the 
Yankees maintain their player-development juggernaut. 
 
For now, the rest of the AL cannot keep pace with the Yankees and the league’s three other super teams, 
leaving them little choice but to explore alternative paths. No, the Rays probably are not going to trade lefty 
Blake Snell, a leading AL Cy Young candidate, and go all openers, all the time. But pitchers such as the 
Blue Jays’ Marcus Stroman and the Mariners’ James Paxton — why wouldn’t they be in play? 
 
The Mariners, coming off an 87-win season, are a classic example of a team that in the current AL 
environment is caught in the middle and not necessarily on the cusp of a breakthrough. The best strategy 
for the M’s and their hyper-kinetic GM, Jerry Dipoto, might be to act as both a buyer and seller, refusing to 
concede the present while building toward a better future. 
 
The Angels are in a similar position, though their desire to win with Mike Trout under control for only two 
more seasons might make that fifth and final postseason berth even more valuable to them than it is to the 
Mariners, whose 17-year postseason drought is the longest in North American professional sports. 
 
Maybe those teams won’t be the ones to go crazy, but surely others will. It happens every offseason, often 
from the teams least expected to make a splash (hello, Padres and Eric Hosmer), often out of nowhere. 
 
Go back to the legendary 2000 winter meetings, as remarkable a display of over-indulgence as the sport 
will ever produce — A-Rod for $252 million to the Rangers, Manny Ramirez for $160 million to the Red Sox, 
Mike Hampton for $121 million to the Rockies, for starters. 
 



I’ll never forget chasing an executive in the A-Rod derby through the lobby, and running out of time as he 
skipped into an elevator. The exec turned toward me as the doors to the elevator closed and mouthed the 
words “10 times 24” — indicating what he thought the winning bid would be, and not from his team. 
 
He was a mere $12 million off, but who’s counting? 
 
Bring on the offseason. Bring on the crazy. 
 

 
 
 


