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1970-357 players are available in the free-agent draft. Only Tom Carroll, Will McEnaney, Ray Knight, Pat Zachry 

and Richard Williams, of the Reds draft picks, will make major league appearances 

 

MLB.COM 
Marty Brennaman set for final season in booth  

Reds broadcasting icon, 76, entering 46th year with ballclub 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon  

Jan. 16th, 2019 

 

CINCINNATI -- Reds radio broadcasting icon Marty Brennaman never planned on having any big retirement 

announcement or a final lap around Major League ballparks to say goodbye. 

 

But Brennaman is sure to be showered with great affection from around Cincinnati and the nation now. He 

announced Wednesday at Great American Ball Park that the 2019 season -- his 46th year with the club -- will be his 

final one calling games before he retires. Talking about his decision made him emotional at times. 

 

"I'm looking toward the season with great trepidation but affectionately so. It will be very tough. Today has been 

tough," Brennaman said. "I don't think the full impact of this thing will happen until maybe one year from now, 

when everybody is packing up and getting ready for Arizona because nobody loves Spring Training more than I do." 

 

Brennaman, 76, is a legendary part of the fabric of Cincinnati sports, having been with the Reds since 1974. A 2000 

Ford Frick Award winner at the Baseball Hall of Fame, he's been the voice covering three World Series 

championships in 1975-76 and 1990. Among many other big moments, he was behind the mic when Pete Rose 

became the all-time hits leader in 1985, when Tom Browning threw a perfect game in '88, and for Tom Seaver's no-

hitter in 1978 and Ken Griffey Jr.'s 500th and 600th career home runs in 2004 and '08. 

 

For 31 of his seasons, Brennaman was joined at the hip with partner Joe Nuxhall, and the two were synonymous 

with one another for fans. Nuxhall retired after the 2004 season and died in '07. 

 

"I just learned an awful lot from him about the game," Brennaman said. "I learned how to carry yourself -- in his 

case being one of the most beloved people who have ever come out of this city or this area. We were so connected 

that people would send cards and letters to us before the advent of social media and Twitter ... and they would 

address it 'Marty and Joe, Cincinnati, Ohio.' [The post office] would send it right to the ballpark." 

 

Brennaman's partner since 2006 has been former reliever Jeff Brantley, and the two have formed another revered 

team for fans. Last season in Los Angeles, the pair found retired Dodgers radio great Vin Scully taking in a game at 

Chavez Ravine. Brennaman started asking Scully questions about life in retirement. 

 

"I got the sense that this is happening much faster than you really thought," Brantley said. "Even though you knew it 

might be coming quickly, there's nothing that prepares you for the finality of him saying what he said today. You get 

a lump in your throat." 

 

It would have been Brennaman's preference to keep his decision a secret until after the coming season. Reds chief 

operating officer Phil Castellini let him know that was not the way to go. 

 



"In his own unique way, he explained to me that it wasn't fair to the fans, it wasn't fair to the club," Brennaman said. 

"I'll use the line [Scully] used. 'I'm honored, but I'm also very uncomfortable,' because I don't feel that I need that." 

 

Brennaman was calling American Basketball Association games for the Virginia Squires when he was tabbed to 

replace future broadcasting legend Al Michaels to call Reds games in 1974. 

 

In the second Spring Training game with the Reds, Brennaman made an on-air faux pas by referring to Al Lopez 

Field as "Al Michaels Field" and was mortified. But he found redemption quickly. In the first inning of Opening 

Day vs. the Braves at Riverfront Stadium, Brennaman had the call when Hank Aaron tied Babe Ruth as the all-time 

leader with 714 career home runs. 

 

"Nuxhall said, 'What the hell do you do for an encore?' I said, 'I don't know but it's a pretty good way to start,'" 

Brennaman said. "It was one of the big thrills of my life because I never expected to be broadcasting big league 

baseball anyway." 

 

A great career was started, and Brennaman was there to describe the on-field actions of many Reds greats like Rose, 

Johnny Bench, Tony Perez, Jose Rijo, Dave Parker, George Foster, Joey Votto, Griffey Jr. and Ken Griffey Sr. His 

son, Thom Brennaman, is entering his 13th season of doing Reds television play-by-play in addition to national 

duties calling baseball and NFL games. 

 

Unlike his friend and respected colleague Scully, Brennaman did not want to call mostly home games toward the 

latter portion of his career. 

 

"I just wanted to go from doing baseball on a full-time basis pretty much to not doing any at all," Brennaman said. 

"It's going to be a very emotional situation going into ballparks for the last time." 

 

Brennaman plans to enjoy retirement by traveling with his wife, Amanda. The couple took a two-week vacation to 

Italy and France in October and want to see other countries. He will still remain affiliated with the club for non-

broadcasting events, like his annual charity golf tournament and possibly Reds Caravans. 

 

Until then, fans will get to savor one final season of Brennaman calling Reds games. In turn, he will get to hear from 

everyone what he's meant to them over the past 46 years. 

 

Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. 

Follow him on Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
Cincinnati Reds broadcaster Marty Brennaman announces 2019 is his final season 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 12:51 p.m. ET Jan. 16, 2019 | Updated 4:42 p.m. ET Jan. 16, 2019 

 

To combine the two most famous lines in Cincinnati sports broadcast history, the phrase “and this one belongs to the 

Reds” is “rounding third and heading for home.” 

 

Marty Brennaman, Cincinnati Reds radio play-by-play man/legend, announced Wednesday that 2019 would be his 

final season at the annual radio affiliate luncheon. Brennaman has been the Reds' lead broadcaster since 1974 when 

he took over for Al Michaels. 

 

Brennaman is fully retiring. He says he will broadcast no games in 2020. 

 

"It'll be tough," he said. "Today's been tough. I don't think I'll feel the full impact until a year from now when 

everybody's packing up for spring training. Nobody loves spring training more than me." 

 

Brennaman wanted to delay the announcement until the final game of the season, so he could avoid a farewell tour. 

But the Reds talked him out of it. 



"I'm honored," he said. "But I'm also uncomfortable with it."  

 

Brennaman has won the highest honors a baseball broadcaster can. He received the Ford C. Frick Award from the 

National Baseball Hall of Fame in 2000. He was inducted in the National Sportscasters and Sportswriters Hall of 

Fame in 2005. He has been named Ohio Broadcaster of the Year 17 times – most recently earlier this week. 

 

But he is more than that in his adopted hometown. He is a combination of celebrity and everyman. He’s an 

approachable icon. Call-in shows are dominated by fans asking Brennaman if he remembers encounters at United 

Dairy Farmers or Kroger. 

 

Brennaman, 76, was hired as a 31-year-old in 1974. He was a polished announcer by then. He began his career in 

High Point, North Carolina, after graduating from the University of North Carolina in 1965. He did high school 

sports, small colleges and anything else the station needed. 

 

He moved up and on as the years went by, broadcasting Virginia Tech and William & Mary football and basketball 

and the Virginia Squires of the American Basketball Association. 

 

He took over as radio voice of the Triple-A Tidewater Tides (now the Norfolk Tides) in 1971. His work got the 

attention of the Reds, who were looking for a replacement for Michaels. 

 

Brennaman sent in his tape and got the job from a field of 200 applicants. 

 

Thus began his run with Joe Nuxhall. “Marty and Joe” would do virtually every game over the next 28 years. 

Brennaman’s most famous gaffe came in his second game of spring training from old Al Lopez Field in Tampa. 

“Hello and welcome to Al Michaels Field.” 

 

It cracked up Nuxhall, and they laughed their way to becoming twin Cincinnati icons. 

 

The fan reception for Brennaman was good from the start.  

 

"It was incredible to me because there were very few public criticisms of my work early," Brennaman said. "But I 

was shocked, but I was with a good team. I was broadcasting a good team in 1974." 

 

One of Brennaman's first calls was Atlanta's Hank Aaron tying Babe Ruth's all-time home run record. 

 

"I was scared to death," Brennaman said. "I was overwhelmed. I had never been in a stadium with 55,000 people. 

Then he hits a homer in the first inning. Nuxhall said 'what do you do for an encore?' I said 'it's a pretty good way to 

start. It was one of the big thrills of my life. I never expected to be doing big league baseball." 

 

Marty and Joe's broadcasts were like no other in baseball. Brennaman continued to call other sports. He did 11 Final 

Fours. He called the famous Christian Laettner Duke-Kentucky game. 

 

But his day job made him famous. He and Nuxhall talked about growing tomatoes, golf and whatever topic they 

fancied. They had a lot of inside jokes and a manner that delighted fans. 

 

Brennaman was the smooth broadcaster. Nuxhall was the former player with limited play-by-play skills but a vast 

knowledge of the game and folksy charm. 

 

When Nuxhall moved to part-time after the 2003 season, the final moments of their final broadcast brought tears in 

the booth and to fans listening throughout Reds country. 

 

A lot of people have shared the booth with Brennaman since then – most notably his son, Thom, who is about to 

begin his 13th season with the Reds. 

 

Steve Stewart, Jeff Brantley, Jim Kelch, Doug Flynn and Jim Day have all spent a lot of time in the chair to the left 

of Marty since Nuxhall, who died in 2007, stepped down. But Marty and Joe will be forever linked in Reds lore. 



 

The last time Nuxhall and Brennaman were together was on the golf course at Kenwood Country Club, playing with 

a group that won the right to play with them. 

 

"We were sitting on the 14th tee box and he said to me, 'We really had a good time, didn't we?' It was so out of 

character for him. All I could say was 'yeah, we did.' Four days later, he was dead. 

 

"I really believe, and I'll believe till I die, that he had a premonition that it was the last time we'd be together. He was 

special."  

 

Two words have marked Brennaman’s career with the Reds: Critical and controversy. 

 

Brennaman has never been afraid to criticize a player. That’s led to strained relationships at times. But he is famous 

for standing his ground. 

 

The controversies have been many as well. In 1988, Brennaman and Nuxhall were summoned to commissioner 

Peter Ueberroth’s office for their part in the near riot at Riverfront Stadium. Manager Pete Rose and umpire Dave 

Pallone got into an argument that led to Rose’s ejection. Rose shoved Pallone. The fans threw all sorts of objections 

on the field. Brennaman and Nuxhall spurred the crowd on. 

 

As they waited to see to Ueberroth, Brennaman said to Nuxhall: “I’ll bet you never had this much fun with Al 

Michaels.” Nuxhall didn’t find it funny, but despite his legendary temper, Nuxy could never stay mad at Marty. And 

vice versa. 

 

There were other controversies as well. Brennaman ticked off Johnny Bench, among others, by mentioning Pete 

Rose in Brennaman’s Hall of Fame induction speak. 

 

In 2007, he went after Chicago Cubs fans after they threw over a dozen balls on the field after an Adam Dunn home 

run. 

 

“This is the kind of thing, quite honestly, right now, that makes you want to see the Chicago Cubs team lose,” he 

said on the broadcast. “... Far and away the most obnoxious fans in baseball, in this league, are those who follow this 

team right here. Throwing 15 or 18 balls onto the field, there's absolutely no excuse for that, and that is so typical of 

Chicago Cubs fans. It's unbelievable.” 

 

The Reds sent their chief of security with Brennaman on the next trip to Chicago. 

 

He clashed with owners Marge Scott and Carl Lindner. He had chances to move to bigger markets – Boston and San 

Francisco among them. 

 

But Brennaman, a native of Portsmouth, Virginia, has immersed himself in the Cincinnati community. He raised son 

Thom and daughter Dawn, the children of his first marriage, and Ashley, a daughter from his second marriage, in 

Cincinnati. 

 

He was the public address announcer for Anderson High School football for a number of years. His Marty 

Brennaman Classic golf tournament has raised millions for the community fund. 

 

"That's going to be around," he said. "I'm looking forward to more of it. I've got to find something to do."  

Brennaman is married to Amanda, his third wife. The couple travels extensively. He said one of his retirement plans 

is to return to Europe. The couple spent two weeks in Italy in October. 

 

His retirement will allow more time for that. 

 

Relive some of Marty Brennaman's greatest calls in the Cincinnati Reds radio booth 

Dave Clark, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 1:02 p.m. ET Jan. 16, 2019 | Updated 1:55 p.m. ET Jan. 16, 2019 



 

The following are transcriptions of Cincinnati Reds broadcaster Marty Brennaman's favorite calls as voted on via the 

Reds website in 2013.  

 

Adam Dunn game-winning grand slam (June 30, 2006) 

Dunn up there with the bases loaded. The outfield deep and around toward right. And the 1-0 on the way to the 

plate. Swung on, long drive, right field, and this one belongs to the Reds! Can you believe it? Can you believe it? 

Adam Dunn with a screaming line drive into the Cleveland bullpen in right field and the Reds have done what 

appeared to be the impossible. His teammates are waiting on him. Jerry Narron is out of the dugout banging his 

hands together. Adam Dunn with a ninth-inning, two-out grand slam home run. What a finish at Great American 

Ball Park! The Reds have rallied to beat the Indians with nine runs in their last two at-bats. They win it 9-8! 

 

Tony Perez game-winning home run (July 25, 1974) 

Quickly, two strikes out in front of Perez. Has the sign, the pitch. Fly ball, center field. It's all over! It's all over! The 

Reds win it! The Reds win it! The Reds win it! A home run to center field by Tony Perez! The Reds win it! The 

Reds win it 14-13! Perez with a home run to center field! The Reds have scored five times in the ninth inning! And 

the Reds win on a Tony Perez home run to center field! Oh, by golly! 

 

Lou Piniella throws the base (August 21, 1990) 

And Larkin grounds it to the left side. Ramos goes to Sandberg, the throw on to first. They got him. The double play 

ends the inning. Larkin doesn't agree with the call. Nor does Tony Perez. Nor does Lou Piniella – who runs right out 

there to get in the face of Dutch Rennert. He slams his hat down. And Rennert has thrown him out! Lou is now 

going to the first-base bag - picks it up and throws it out toward short-right field. And he's gonna pick it up again 

and throw it further out in right field. I'll tell you what - this is the best act we've seen this year! He threw his hat 

down, he was run by Rennert, he went to the first-base bag, he picked it up, he threw it toward right field, he went 

back and got it, and threw it out in right field again. And he has been thrown out. The inning is over. And boy, what 

a big-time show Lou Piniella has just put on here at the stadium! 

 

Johnny Bench home run in 1976 World Series Game 4 (October 21, 1976) 

Swung on and hit to deep left field! That might be his second of the game! It's gone, a home run! Johnny Bench with 

his second home run of the night. The ball bouncing out of the stands in left field. Roy White trying to decoy him. 

But the left-field umpire, Lou DiMuro, was out there signaling home run. And Johnny Bench has been the man of 

the hour for the Cincinnati Reds tonight as he homers for the second time and the Reds now lead by four runs at 6-2. 

 

Barry Larkin first career grand slam (April 20, 2001) 

High deep drive! Left-center field!  

(Joe) Get out of here! Get out of here, baseball! Bye-bye! 

Larkin has hit a grand slam home run! Barry Larkin coming into this ballgame and has forevermore - among active 

players - had the most career at-bats without a grand slam. And in at-bat No. 6,734 - the drought is over! Larkin hits 

a grand slam here in the second inning, and the Reds lead it 6-0. 

 

Danny Driessen inside-the-park home run (August 27, 1977) 

That one hammered to straight-away center and hit a bunch! Back is Martin, looking, high off the wall! Ball 

bouncing back toward the infield. Driessen, let's see, he's coming to third, he's being waved to the plate! Here comes 

the throw home ... and he's gonna be safe! An inside-the-park home run! Danny Driessen clubs an inside-the-park 

home run off the wall in center field ... as he and Barry Foote ended up in a cloud of dust! Ed Vargo right on top of 

the plate, signaling safe, and the Reds have tied it. A two-out, inside-the-park home run to center field by Danny 

Driessen. Jerry Martin went back to the wall, the ball came off, rolled back toward the infield. As Driessen rounded 

second he looked back over his shoulder. Got the green light from George Scherger, came to the plate. It was Jerry 

Martin to Mike Schmidt to Barry Foote. And Driessen is safe and the game is tied at five and five. Here's Johnny 

Bench. John 0-for-3. McGraw wheels and deals. Bench swings - here's a drive, deep left field, it's outta here! And 

this one belongs to the Reds! 

 

Barry Larkin game-winning home run (May 6, 2003) 

Larkin swings and hits a drive - deep left field - this one belongs to the Reds! Barry Larkin comes back to the lineup 

for the first time since the 14th of April and lines a home run to the lower deck in left. 



 

Dave Concepcion game-winning pinch-hit in second game of season (April 9, 1975) 

Concepcion pinch-hitting for Pedro Borbon and here's Mike Marshall's first pitch plateward. Swung on, a looper, 

left-center field, a base hit, here comes Chaney, the throw to the plate, and this one belongs to the Reds! 

 

Eric Davis steals home run from Jack Clark (June 2, 1987) 

Browning ready with his payoff. There goes Ozzie. Swung on, drive, deep left-center field. Eric Davis going back to 

the wall. He leaps! And he got it! He has taken another home run away! Un-believable! 

 

Ken Griffey, Jr. first home run as a Red (April 9, 2000) 

2-0 delivery. Swung on! Fly ball, deep right field. Junior has homered for the first time as a Red! He turns around a 

2-and-0 pitch from Scott Downs and drills it over the wall in right.  

 

Ray Knight grand slam – second home run of inning (May 13, 1980) 

Glynn kicks and fires. Knight swings and ...  

(Joe) Oh yeah! Oh yeah! Oh yeah! 

His second home run of the inning! Ray Knight has hit his second home run of the inning and this one comes with 

the bases loaded! Cincinnati winning it 14-4. Knight's second career grand slam. His second of the inning. And boy 

the Reds are doing it all offensively tonight! 

 

Deion Sanders' first two at-bats of game during his final season for the Reds (May 1, 2001) 

You cannot accomplish any more than he did in the time he spent with the Louisville RiverBats and I guarantee you 

they're sorry that he's gone. Batted .459 – led the International League in batting – also led the league in hits and 

triples and on-base percentage and slugging percentage. He did absolutely everything offensively and here he is in 

his first game. And the pitch is swung on and lined to center field, base hit. How about that! 

Larkin running, pitch is swung on! Hit to deep right field, down the line! Home run! 

(Joe) Get out of here! Get out! 

Deion Sanders a three-run home run to right! Unbelievable! 

 

Who replaces Marty Brennaman for Cincinnati Reds? It won't be his son Thom 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 5:12 p.m. ET Jan. 16, 2019  

 

The leading question in the wake of Marty Brennaman's retirement announcement: Who will replace him?  

 

Brennaman announced Wednesday that 2019 would be his 46th and final season as the Cincinnati Reds’ lead radio 

announcer.  

 

His son, Thom, is currently the lead television play-by-play man on Fox Sports Ohio. He will not move to the radio 

to replace his father. 

 

“They can get someone better than me to do that job,” Thom said. “If they can find someone who does a good job, 

they can be the guy for the next 30 years.” 

 

Phil Castellini, the club’s chief operating officer, will lead the search.  

 

“How do you replace a Hall of Famer?” Castellini said. “We’ll continue to give opportunities to guys in that position 

– it’s fluid. 

 

“We’ll seek feedback from fans. We have till until the end of this season to find someone.” 

 

Jim Day will continue to do games on the radio. Tommy Thrall, the former play-by-play man for Double-A 

Pensacola, has been hired by FSO and is scheduled to do radio games as well. 

 

Jeff Brantley will continue as the radio analyst. 

 



“I’m glad Cowboy is staying,” Castellini said. “That gives us some consistency. I'd be much more concerned if I had 

to replace both.” 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
Egger: Marty Brennaman has provided the soundtrack for Reds fans’ lives 

By Mo Egger  

Jan. 17, 2019 

 

I’m almost 9 years old in the summer of 1986. It’s a late Saturday afternoon in Taylor Mill, and we’re sitting in the 

breezeway on Ridgeway Drive. Papa with a scotch and his pipe, Nana with a cup of coffee and a romance novel, and 

a Zenith radio piping in a ballgame being played on the west coast. 

 

The Cincinnati Post is sprawled out across the table, with boxscores I’ve studied, standings I’ve memorized and a 

recap of the game I couldn’t quite fight off sleep to finish listening to the night before. The men on the radio – one 

sounding sleepy and calm, the other sounding urgent yet at the same time relaxed are discussing a double switch as 

they head to a break. 

 

“Papa, what’s a double switch?” 

 

I’m 13 years old in October of 1990. Thousands of miles west of Cincinnati, the final few blows are being dealt to 

the snarling, imposing defending champs, and an impossible dream is about to become reality. Hundreds of miles 

east of the soon-to-be-crowned world champions, it’s me and the biggest Reds fan the world has ever known, both 

displaced for now on the east coast. As a divorced parent, it’s my dad’s weekend for visitation. As an early teenager 

that doesn’t see his old man as much as he should, I’m secretly hoping that the World Series can bring us a little 

closer together. I’ve blown off an eighth grade Halloween party, choosing instead to spend my Saturday night 

watching my dad watch his team. 

 

The Reds have gone quietly in their half of the ninth, each hitter just getting their at-bats out of the way more than 

anything, and my dad has gone to fetch his big turntable radio, the one that if tuned just right, can grab almost 

crystal-clear radio signals from afar. Jack Buck and Tim McCarver are being muted, and through the AM static, a 

booming voice makes a proclamation … 

 

“And the 1990 world championship belongs to the Cincinnati Reds!” 

 

I’m 17 years old in the spring of 1995. High school graduation is closing in, and I have a hot date on a Friday night. 

Only thing is, she somehow didn’t remember. My teal ’84 Nissan pickup drifts aimlessly through Northern 

Kentucky with the passenger seat empty and a loser behind the wheel. Being stood up, I can take. Isn’t the first time, 

and it certainly won’t be the last. The hard part is going home before the night’s even started, telling whatever lie I 

need to tell to explain why missing curfew won’t be a problem. 

 

I drive. I sulk. I need a companion. 

 

The Reds are playing out on the coast. Marty Brennaman is bemoaning what would’ve happened had there been no 

player’s strike, then gripes as the Reds blow a lead in the eighth before melting down when they get walked-off by 

the Padres in the ninth, sounding almost despondent. 

 

“This has been a terrible start to the weekend,” he gripes as the sparse San Diego crowd exults in the background. 

 

Yeah, Marty. It has. 

 

I’m 22 years old in the summer of 2000. My best friend Rich has picked me up, and waiting for me at the end of a 

long ride Downtown is a woman who will say, “I do.” By the end of the evening, I’ll be a married man, albeit a 

young one. I have no idea what I’m doing, and if my bride is being honest, neither does she. We charge toward 

Downtown, both of us wanting to say something, neither of us willing to say anything. Breaking the silence and the 



tension is a ballgame. The Reds are in Colorado, and Marty is on air wondering what lies ahead for a club that’s now 

confronted with so many unknowns. 

 

As my friend drives me to my wedding, I can relate. 

 

I’m 28 years old in the summer of 2006. I’ve pulled myself out of student loan debt, I have a career that I love, and 

after years of working and saving, I’m finally a homeowner. We christen our new Sharonville house with a blowout. 

There are full coolers of beer, a flaming grill and our beautiful backyard is filled with the people we care about the 

most. The Reds are making things interesting in the National League Central, new ownership has given fans a surge 

of optimism, and as a July Friday evening begins to turn into a late night, the background sounds of a ninth-inning 

comeback start getting louder. 

 

The Reds had been down five to the Brewers, but now trail by one with a run already in and the bases loaded with 

one out. With the excitement building in his voice with each syllable, Marty informs us that Ken Griffey Jr. is 

striding to the plate with a chance to deliver another dramatic win in a season that’s been filled with them, and every 

one of my guests is hanging on his every word. 

 

“I’ll tell you what, you have got to love this team’s flair for the dramatic …” 

 

I’m 31 years old in the spring of 2009, and I’m pulling out of Good Samaritan hospital, numb from the news that my 

dad is no longer with me. I drive in silence toward I-75, my world turned upside down, headed to my grandmother’s 

house to deliver some devastating news. I approach the bridge, and to my left, I see the lights of the ballpark my old 

man had been sitting in maybe an hour prior when suddenly his heart stopped. The Reds and Phillies are still 

playing, and even though the game’s particulars couldn’t be more irrelevant at the moment, I need some comfort. 

 

“Aaron Harang is one out away from his second 1-2-3 inning …” 

 

I’m days away from turning 35 years old in the early summer of 2012. My divorce going final in a few weeks, but 

for now, I’m dealing with a painful ending that I hope soon will yield to a fresh start. I’m not feeling particularly 

social, yet badly in need of some company. Dozens of unpacked boxes sit in my apartment, furniture needs to be 

arranged and there are reminders of a former life that needs to be meshed with my new one. The TV guy is coming 

tomorrow, the internet guy the day after, leaving me for the night with little else than my alarm clock radio, and a 

cell phone that I’ve turned off. 

 

The Reds are in Pittsburgh, and the game is a long, drawn-out slog. Little of consequence is happening on the field, 

leaving Marty time to tell a story about something that happened back in the day while weaving in the game’s 

particulars. It’s a tale that takes nearly an inning and a half to tell, and with each detail and every anecdote, I’m 

sucked in more to find out how the story ends. Finally, Marty delivers the punchline, followed by a loud, hall of 

fame cackle that makes me laugh out loud for what seems like the first time in months. 

 

I’m closing in on 40 in the spring of 2017, and we’ve just checked into the maternity wing at Christ Hospital. Within 

hours, I will finally be a father. As I’m dispatched to go fetch a few things for my fiancee, I’m wrestling with every 

emotion imaginable. Excitement. Nervousness. Mainly, fear. I’m behind the wheel, asking myself if I’m really up to 

what challenges lie ahead, both down the road and in the coming days, wondering if I’m really dad material. I’m 

terrified, and on the least-normal day ever, I need a reassuring voice that’ll bring some normalcy. The Reds and 

Cubs are minutes away from first pitch. 

 

“If you’re ready now …” 

 

Do I have a choice? 

 

I’ll be days away from turning 42 years old this coming September. A voice that’s been there for nearly my entire 

life will call its last few innings, it’ll tell another couple of stories. It will make me laugh, and it will almost certainly 

make me cry. Marty Brennaman will sign off for good, and as he does I’ll be thinking not about baseball, or who 

will fill his void, but about time. What I did with it. Who I spent it with. Mainly, where the hell it went. 

And how lucky I’ve been to have Marty Brennaman’s voice provide its soundtrack. 



  

Mo Egger is a contributor to The Athletic Cincinnati. He also hosts the afternoon show on ESPN1530, and he’s 

heard on a variety of shows on 700WLW, where he contributes to University of Cincinnati football and basketball 

broadcasts, as well as Reds and Bengals network programming. He is also a regular fill-in host on ESPN Radio. 

Follow Mo on Twitter @MoEgger1530. 

 

WCPO - Channel 9 
Reds broadcaster Marty Brennaman says he's retiring after 2019 season 

Posted: 1:10 PM, Jan 16, 2019 Updated: 1:45 AM, Jan 17, 2019  

By: WCPO staff  

 

CINCINNATI — Hall of Fame broadcaster Marty Brennaman admitted there is crying in baseball after all 

Wednesday, when he announced his plans to retire after the 2019 season. 

 

Brennaman, 76 and preparing to enter his 46th season as the voice of the Reds, said he cried several times in the 

hours before his afternoon news conference. That reminded him of the late Joe Nuxhall, his dear friend and joined-

at-the-hip broadcasting partner, and Johnny Bench's last game. 

 

It was September 1983 and the Reds were celebrating the catcher's great career on Johnny Bench Night at Riverfront 

Stadium. Bench hit a home run, raising his fist as he circled the bases and sending a sellout crowd into a frenzy. 

Brennaman remembered Nuxhall making the call: "It's a line-drive home run to left." Then, he said, Nuxhall literally 

cried into the mic. 

 

"Of all things I learned from Joe Nuxhall in 31 years, the one thing I learned was there's nothing wrong with crying, 

and it's masculine to cry," Brennaman said.  

 

He also learned something from the way Bench left the game.  

 

After that homer on Johnny Bench Night, the Hall of Famer took off his uniform, left the ballpark and never played 

another game. 

 

Brennaman said he thought of Bench's quiet farewell to baseball when he considered how he wanted to end his 55-

year career in broadcasting. He planned to keep it secret, asking the Reds only to issue a statement after the last 

game of the season so he could avoid a farewell tour of ballparks. He said Reds COO Phil Castellini convinced him 

it wasn't fair to the fans. 

 

"I'll use the line Vin Scully used: I'm honored, but I'm also uncomfortable about it," Brennaman said. 

 

Brennaman called Wednesday one of his most difficult days. 

 

"It's something I've thought about a long time," he said of retirement. "It's something I've anguished over more than 

anything I've anguished over in my life. I wake up at night, at 4 o'clock in the morning, and I stare off into the 

darkness and think about what I'm doing." 

 

Brennaman said he talked with Scully, the legendary Dodgers broadcaster, about retiring a few years ago. Scully 

was 88 when he quit in 2016. Like Scully, Brennaman said he just decided the time was right and to go while he is 

still healthy. 

 

"I may wake up in three months and think I made a terrible mistake," Brennaman said. "I think about Johnny 

Bench." 

 

Brennaman opened his heart and his memory book from 45 years of broadcasting some of the greatest moments in 

Reds baseball, starting with a videotaped announcement on Twitter in which he tearfully thanked the fans, saying 

they're at the top of the list of things he will miss. 

 



"To say it's been an incredible ride, that's what it's been," he said, his voice cracking. 

 

"You folks have had a lot to do it with," he added, speaking to Reds fans. "You accepted me as one of your own 

many years ago back in 1974. I feel like I've had a love affair that has gone through 4 1/2 decades because you all 

have been so good to me. 

 

"Nobody can love you as much as I do. I'm going to miss a lot of things, but you folks are going to be right there at 

the top of the list. Thank you very much." 

 

Brennaman broadcast some of the most memorable moments in Reds history: three World Series championships 

(1975-76-90), Pete Rose's record-breaking hit No. 4,192 in 1985 and 44-game hitting streak in 1978, and Tom 

Browning's perfect game in 1988.  

 

At Tuesday's news conference, Brennaman said he also enjoyed Jay Bruce's thrilling walk-off home run to clinch the 

division title in 2010 and Ken Griffey Jr.'s 500th and 600th career homers. 

 

Another personal favorite was his very first Reds broadcast on Opening Day 1974 when Hank Aaron homered to tie 

Babe Ruth's career record of 714. Brennaman said Nuxhall turned to him after the inning with a question. 

 

"What the heck do you do for an encore?" he repeated Nuxhall. 

 

"I said, 'I don't know.'" 

 

Reds fans will always think of "Marty and Joe" — no last names required — when they think of Reds baseball.  

Brennaman and Nuxhall were like peanut butter and jelly. They shared the Reds radio booth for 31 years and clearly 

had a "special" relationship, Brennaman said. 

 

"The fact that he and I were together for 31 years equals the longest any broadcast duo has done major-league 

baseball," Brennaman said.  

 

"I learned a lot from him about the game and just how to carry yourself, in his case, as one of the most beloved 

people to ever come out of this area. 

 

"We were so connected," he said, that letters would arrive at the post office marked "Marty and Joe, Cincinnati, 

Ohio" and be sent right to the ballpark. 

 

Brennaman recalled playing golf with Nuxhall a few days before he died on Nov. 15, 2007. 

 

"We were never so emotional with each other that we'd tell each other how much we thought of one another," 

Brennaman said. "The last time I was with him was at Kenwood Country Club and he was not well. 

 

"A couple of guys had won the right to play golf with us ... He was not strong enough to play 18 holes. He'd ride 

around in the cart and every two or three holes he'd hit a golf ball, but he dazzled those guys with stories about the 

game. 

 

"We're sitting on the 14th tee box and he said to me, 'We really had a good time together, didn't we?' 

 

"It was so out of character for him and all I could say was, 'Yeah, we really did.' And then four days later he died. 

"I really believe that he had a premonition that day was going to be the last time we'd ever see one another," 

Brennaman said. "He was special. I was thrilled just to call him my friend." 

 

Over their years together, Marty and Joe developed their own signature sign-offs. Nuxhall would say he's "rounding 

third and heading for home," words set in lights outside Great American Ball Park. Brennaman would end each win 

by declaring that "this one belongs to the Reds." 

 

Now, it's Brennaman who's rounding third and heading for home. 



 

Brennaman said he would maintain an association with the Reds and continue his golf tournament, the CBTS Marty 

Brennaman Golf Classic, which raises money for the Reds Community Fund. For now, he said his retirement plans 

include traveling in Europe with his wife, Amanda. He didn't expect to enjoy it when they visited for two weeks in 

October 2018, but he was amazed, he said. 

 

"That was an unforgettable trip. I'd go back to Italy tomorrow," he said. 

 

Brennaman said the full impact of retirement may not hit him "until one year from now when everybody's packing 

up and getting ready to go to Arizona, because nobody loves spring training more than I do ... Nobody enjoys 

broadcasting baseball more than I do," he said. 

 

"I've got to find something to do," he added. "I might become a greeter ... or go to the golf course and be a starter. I 

can't sit on my butt." 

 

Brennaman replaced Al Michaels on the Reds radio team in 1974 and received baseball broadcasting's highest 

honor, the Ford C. Frick Award, on July 23, 2000, at the National Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New 

York, joining manager Sparky Anderson and Reds great Tony Perez in their HOF induction ceremonies that 

weekend. 

  

Brennaman, who is going into his 14th season with former Reds pitcher Jeff Brantley in the booth, will leave a 

living legacy in the form of his son, Thom, also a Reds broadcaster. 

 

Brennaman has always been blunt and direct on the air, not afraid to criticize players, umpires, managers and the 

front office when he felt they had it coming. Once, in 1988, it got him into trouble. 

  

Brennaman and Nuxhall were called on the carpet by Commissioner Peter Ueberroth after Rose, then Reds manager, 

shoved umpire Dave Pallone while protesting a call at first base and was ejected. Ueberroth and National League 

President Bart Giamatti accused the broadcasters of inciting an ugly reaction from Riverfront Stadium crowd, which 

threw transistor radios, cigarette lighters and other debris on the field. Brennaman and Nuxhall apologized in that 

90-minute New York meeting, while Rose got a 30-game suspension. 

 

''There were some things that we said, in retrospect, that were extremely inappropriate,'' Brennaman said at time. ''In 

my case, some of the things I said were embarrassing to hear." 

 

Brennaman has been named Ohio Sportscaster of the Year 17 times, most recently in 2018. He won the Virginia 

Sportscaster of the Year Award four times while broadcasting basketball games for the American Basketball 

Association’s Virginia Squires, baseball games for the New York Mets’ Class AAA affiliate in Norfolk and football 

games for both Virginia Tech and William & Mary. He also has broadcast games during the NCAA’s men’s 

basketball tournament, including 11 Final Fours and 15 regional tournaments. 

 

Other Brennaman honors: 

2005: Inducted into the National Sportscasters and Sportswriters Association Hall of Fame in Salisbury, NC.  

2005: Inducted into the National Radio Hall of Fame in Chicago. 

2009: Selected by the American Sportscasters Association as one of the Top 50 broadcasters of all time.  

2013: Received the Tom Hammond Lifetime Achievement Award for Sports Broadcasting, presented by the 

Bluegrass Sports Commission in Lexington, Ky. 

 

The Associated Press contributed to this story. 

 

Rose praises Brennaman's 46-year career of sharp, honest baseball commentary 

Posted: 5:37 PM, Jan 16, 2019 Updated: 7:52 PM, Jan 16, 2019  

By: Mike Dyer  

 

CINCINNATI — Pete Rose always had an excellent rapport with Marty Brennaman. 

 



When 76-year-old Brennaman announced Wednesday he would retire after the 2019 season — his 46th year in the 

Reds radio booth — the former star lauded the broadcaster whose voice became synonymous with the Reds' glory 

days. 

 

“I love Marty to death,” Rose, 77, told WCPO in a phone interview from Las Vegas. “Marty has always been fair to 

me. He would always call me in different situations. I call him on the road periodically when something happens 

with the Reds.” 

 

Brennaman became well-known for making several famous radio calls throughout his career, including the 

momentous occasion of Rose’s record-breaking 4,192nd career hit Sept. 11, 1985, at Riverfront Stadium. 

 

“Every time I do an event somewhere, they have that,” Rose said. “Nux (late co-announcer Joe Nuxhall) is yelling, 

‘Get down, get down, get down.’ I had a lot of good times with Marty and Joe before that even happened. In the 

'70s, Marty was there for the Big Red Machine days. Joe was part of it as a player back in the '60s — of course, Joe 

was an icon, also. It was amazing how those guys just got along so good together. They worked so good together in 

the booth. I think Marty needed Joe, and Joe needed Marty.” 

 

Brennaman also called the Reds World Series championships in 1975, 1976 and 1990. Rose said he always enjoyed 

the fact that Brennaman was knowledgeable about the game.  

 

Rose was not surprised Brennaman is entering his 46th season but knows the team’s recent struggles have been 

difficult on his friend. Rose said he has a great deal of respect for Brennaman’s longevity in the role. 

 

“Let me tell you something,” Rose said. “I believe that it’s probably easier to do games in that booth when the team 

is good as opposed to being a bad team. Marty, like everyone else, he’s going to do games every day, travel with the 

guys on the airplanes, in the hotels – he becomes part of them. He lives and dies with what the team does.  

 

"Every announcer, I would think, would want to go to the playoffs and have an opportunity to go to the World 

Series or a playoff. That’s kind of escaped Marty the last several years.” 

 

As a Reds player, Rose said he enjoyed going out to eat with Brennaman. He appreciated the fact that Brennaman 

was confident in the radio booth and didn’t sugarcoat what happened during a game. 

 

“Marty was secure with his job — that’s why he called it the way he saw it,” Rose said. “He’s not going to massage 

something up in the booth. If you do something and screw up, he’s going to tell the people that aren’t watching that 

are listening what happened. He’s knowledgeable enough about the game — he knows when a player should’ve hit 

this guy or a player should’ve got this guy over.  

 

"That’s just the way Marty is: Not only a great voice but very knowledgeable but about the game of baseball. That’s 

from being around a long time.” 

  

Reds fans want retiring Marty Brennaman to know they love him, too 

Posted: 1:01 AM, Jan 17, 2019 Updated: 2:01 AM, Jan 17, 2019  

By: Kristen Swilley  

 

CINCINNATI — Marty Brennaman struggled slightly to announce his retirement Wednesday, voice hitching with 

emotion as he informed Cincinnati Reds fans he would not return to announce the team’s games after the 2019 

season. It was hard, he said, to say goodbye to a community he loved so much. 

 

In the following hours, Reds and Reds fans alike affirmed they love him back. For many, Brennaman’s has been the 

voice they associate with their hometown baseball team. 

 

“My dad listened to Marty and Joe on the radio religiously every night,” fan Tony Phillips said. “I've been listening 

to him my whole life." 

 



Phillips remembered few televised games in his childhood. The radio and Brennaman’s voice on it became his 

connection to the team over the course of many summers, he said. 

 

Retired Red Tom Browning didn’t have to listen to the radio to learn what happened on the diamond. He was there, 

pitching, for 10 years of Brennaman’s soon-to-46 with the team. Still, the announcer was special to him. 

 

He said he still gets chills hearing Brennaman’s commentary from the Sept. 16, 1988 Dodgers match-up in which he 

pitched the twelfth perfect game in baseball history. 

 

“Marty, he’s an icon here,” Browning added. “Anybody that lives in Cincinnati for any kind of time, when they hear 

that voice, they know exactly who it is.” 

 

A future without Brennaman might be a strange one for longtime Reds aficionados such as Phillips. Fan Kathy 

Carmichael said she had half-hoped he could continue forever. 

 

He can’t, she knows, but fans’ devotion to him will likely leave his successor facing high expectations. 

 

“I don’t think he can be replaced,” she said. “Someone else is just going to have to come in and bring their own 

personality.” 

 

DAYTON DAILY NEWS 
Legendary Reds broadcaster Brennaman on decision to retire after 2019 season: ‘I’ve anguished over this as 

much as ... anything in my life’ 

Jan. 17, 2019 

By Mark Schmetzer, Contributing Writer  

 

CINCINNATI — “Come the end of the 2019 season, I’m retiring as a broadcaster with the Reds.” 

 

With those 15 words, uttered shortly after he was introduced at the Cincinnati Reds annual Reds on Radio affiliates 

luncheon and broadcast on WLW-AM, Marty Brennaman announced the end of a Baseball Hall of Fame 

broadcasting career that is entering its 46th season with the Reds and 55th of his life. 

 

The decision wasn’t easy, said Brennaman, who was hired by the Reds in 1974 and admittedly is healthy enough to 

keep working. That good health also is a reason he’s retiring. 

 

“Vin Scully was in his 67th year (with the Brooklyn/Los Angeles Dodgers) three years ago when he announced that 

he was retiring,” recalled Brennaman, who turns 77 years old in July. “I got to spend about 35 minutes with him one 

day. That kind of time is like an audience with the Pope. I asked him, ‘Why now? You sound as good as ever.’ He 

said, ‘It’s just time. Sixty-seven years is enough.’ That’s how it is for me. I’ve got my health, and there are things we 

want to do. 

 

“I asked him, ‘Are you concerned about it?’ He said, ‘I’m scared to death.’” 

 

Brennaman, speaking in the Fox Sports Club at Great American Ball Park, admitted to similar doubts. 

 

“It’s emotional,” he said in front of a crowd that included his wife Amanda and children, Thom, Ashley and Dawn. 

  

“I thought about it a long time. I’ve anguished over this as much as I’ve anguished over anything in my life. There 

have many times I’ve been awake at 4 a.m., staring off into the darkness and thinking about what I’m doing.” 

 

Brennaman already had been named Virginia Sportscaster of the Year four times when he was hired to replace the 

popular Al Michaels, who left Cincinnati after three seasons to work for the San Francisco Giants. Joe Nuxhall 

already was working in the Reds broadcast booth, and he and Marty formed a partnership that became a close 

friendship and lasted 31 seasons. 

 



“We spent 31 years together,” Brennaman said later Wednesday afternoon during an interview on WLW. “That 

equals the longest of any team in history, and that was Vin Scully and Jerry Doggett, and I’m as proud of that as 

anything else that I’ve done.” 

  

Reds President and Chief Executive Officer Bob Castellini pointed out that Brennaman’s last season coincides with 

the Reds’ and Major League Baseball’s celebration of the 150th anniversary of the invention of all-professional 

baseball by the 1869 Cincinnati Red Stockings. 

 

“We’ve known that 2019 would be an historic year for the Reds and all of Major League Baseball as we collectively 

celebrate the 150th season,” Castellini said. “What a fitting way to leave after (46) years while we’re celebrating 150 

years. What we just heard adds an even greater significance to the season to come. When you think about it, the 

Reds have been here for 150 years and Marty’s been here for 46. That’s 30 percent of its existence. Think of that. 

 

“He’s not just a broadcaster,” Castellini added. “There isn’t anybody – certainly in our area, but maybe Vin Scully – 

who has gained more stature and respect as a broadcaster than Marty Brennaman. Marty’s historic run has cemented 

a place for himself in Reds history.” 

 

During Brennaman’s tenure, the Reds have won three World Series and he’s described historic moments from Hank 

Aaron’s 714th career home run, which tied Babe Ruth’s record – in the first inning of Brennaman’s first game, no 

less – to Pete Rose’s 4,192nd hit, which pushed him past Ty Cobb into the No. 1 slot on baseball’s career hits list. 

 

Brennaman received in 2000 the Ford C. Frick Award, which is awarded annually by the Baseball Hall of Fame to a 

broadcaster for “major contributions to the game.” He’s been named by the National Sportswriters and Sportscasters 

Association as Ohio’s Sportscaster of the Year 17 times and has been inducted into both the NSSA Hall of Fame and 

the National Radio Hall of Fame. He was selected in 2009 by the American Sportscasters Association as one of the 

Top 50 broadcasters of all time. 

 

Hal McCoy: No homer — Reds radio voice Marty Brennaman pulled no punches on the air 

By Hal McCoy, Contributing Writer  

Jan. 17, 2019 

 

And this one belongs to Marty Brennaman. 

 

Brennaman, the radio voice of the Cincinnati Reds for 44 years, is unplugging his microphone and walking out of 

the broadcast booth for the final time after the 2019 season. 

 

As they say, he ain’t nothing but the real thing — a real Radio Guy. Although given the opportunity many times, he 

refused to do games on televesion. And he refused to use the modern head-set microphones, preferring the old-style 

hand held mic. 

 

The most amazing thing about Brennaman is that he was always been from the mold of what you see is what you 

get. And if you didn’t like it, don’t let the door hit your posterior on the way out. 

 

Although small in stature, Brennaman was always the biggest man in the room. When he walked in, whether it be 

the expansive clubhouse or the smallish manager’s office, he drew the attention because he commanded it. It was his 

Type A personality, his earthy sense of humor, his deep radio voice, his always on the tip-of-his-tongue opinions. 

 

Mostly, it was respect. 

 

An amazing thing about him, among many amazing things, is that he was employed by the Reds and paid by the 

Reds, but he pulled no punches on the air. 

 

Most broadcasters paid by their teams are ‘homers,’ see-no-evil and speak-no-evil about the home nine. 

 



The first time I met Brennaman was in the winter of 1973 at Suttmiller’s Restaurant in Dayton, part of the Reds 

Winter Caravan. They introduced Brennaman as the new voice of the Reds. I interviewed and asked him about his 

style. He said that of course he would be partial to the home team. 

 

So in my story, I said he would be like most broadcasters, “A homer.” In a phrase Brennaman uses often, “He didn’t 

like that a little bit.” In pointed words the next time he saw me he said, “I ain’t never been a homer and I aint gonna 

be one now.” 

 

And he stuck to it. He is not a homer. Not even close. He is always fair, but if he player messes up, Brennaman 

quickly points it out. No syrup on it, just a straight, “He messed that one up.” 

 

While Brennaman’s game descriptions are spot-on and incisive, he also is a fun-loving guy. He and Jeff Brantley 

and Jim Day and whoever else is in the booth have a good time, a lot of inside gags and self-deprecation. 

 

There was the time they turned the radio booth into a shrine to Elvis Presley. They had a large ceramic likeness of 

Elvis in the booth, until the day catcher Joe Oliver threw a baseball into the booth during batting practice and 

decapitated Elvis. 

 

There was the time they turned to radio both into a shrine to professional wrestling. It survived until Brennaman had 

pro wrestler Randy “Macho Man” Savage in the booth and interviewed him on the air. 

 

Owner Marge Schott stormed the booth and had Savage removed and the wrestling posters and trinkets removed. 

 

The booth, though, was Brennaman’s domain. When Hall of Fame pitcher Dennis Martinez, known to throw head-

high fastballs, Brennaman called him a head-hunter when Martinez pitched for the Montreal Expos. 

 

Expos General Manager Kevin Malone heard it in his private box and stormed Brennaman’s box. He didn’t get far. 

Brennaman threw him out. 

 

The next day a sign appeared on the door to the radio booth that said it was private and nobody uninvited was to 

enter without invitation. 

 

One of the funniest incidents involving Brennaman were the first words out of his mouth as the Reds broadcaster. 

And he tells this one often. 

 

It was spring training, 1974, and the Reds were training in Tampa, Fla. at Al Lopez Field. Brennaman replaced 

legendary broadcaster Al Michaels for the ’74 season. 

 

So when Brennaman came on the air for his first game broadcast in spring training, he said, “Good afternoon 

everybody, and welcome to Al Michaels Field.” 

 

Brennaman may have been nervous about replacing Michaels, but he soon more than acquitted himself in the booth 

and like his partner, Joe Nuxhall, became a Cincinnati icon. 

 

Brennaman won the Ford C. Frick Award for broadcasting in 2000 and was inducted in the the Baseball Hall of 

Fame. I always contended that Nuxhall should have gone in with him at the same time because everybody knew 

Marty & Joe on the radio. The two were a tandem and as crusty as Brennaman can be he still gets tears in his eyes 

when he talks about Hamilton Joe. 

 

Nuxhall loved golf and talked about it often. Brennman had never played and often made fun of Joe’s love for 

chasing a white ball down a groomed patch of grass. 

 

Nuxhall finally convinced Marty to give it a try and a love affair was born. Brennaman is now an avid practitioner 

and his annual charity golf tournament has raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for the Reds Community Fund 

during its 14-year run. 

 



After the 2019 season, instead of saying, “This one belongs to the Reds,” Brennaman’s favorite phrase will be, 

“Fore!” 

 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Reds broadcaster Marty Brennaman will retire after 2019 

By JOE KAY 

Jan. 16, 2019 

 

CINCINNATI (AP) — Like his longtime broadcasting cohort used to say, Marty Brennaman is rounding third and 

heading for home. 

 

The Reds play-by-play announcer said Wednesday that he’ll retire after the 2019 season, his 46th in Cincinnati. His 

career started with a chance to call baseball history. It entered a final season with deep sighs and emotional 

moments. 

 

“It’s something I’ve thought about a long time,” Brennaman said, calling it one of his most difficult days. “It’s 

something I’ve anguished over more than anything I’ve anguished over in my life. I wake up at night, at 4 o’clock in 

the morning, and I stare off into the darkness and think about what I’m doing.” 

 

Brennaman, 76, said he wanted to retire while he’s healthy and can do things he’s always wished. 

 

His announcement came one day after Pirates color commentator Steve Blass announced this will be his final season 

of broadcasting, his 34th with the team. Blass called it “time for me to stop and smell the roses.” 

 

Brennaman joined the Reds’ broadcast team in 1974, replacing the popular Al Michaels. In his second spring 

training game, Brennaman accidentally referred to the Reds’ home field in Tampa, Florida, as Al Michaels Field 

instead of Al Lopez Field. 

 

His first regular-season game at Riverfront Stadium provided a chance to call Hank Aaron’s 714th career homer, 

which tied Babe Ruth’s record. Brennaman said color commentator Joe Nuxhall turned to him after the inning and 

asked his new partner, “What the heck do you do for an encore? I said, ‘I don’t know.’” 

 

Brennaman and Nuxhall became an endearing broadcast duo for 31 years from 1974-2004. They’d talk about the 

Big Red Machine’s exploits and compare notes on garden tomatoes. Fans referred to them simply as Marty and Joe. 

“Throughout Reds country, Marty and Joe were a staple of summertime, fans tuning in not just for the love of the 

Reds but because they loved Marty and Joe,” owner Bob Castellini said. 

 

Each of them developed a distinctive sign-off line. Nuxhall, a former Reds pitcher, would say he’s “rounding third 

and heading for home,” a saying that’s remembered in lights outside Great American Ball Park. Brennaman would 

end each win by declaring that “this one belongs to the Reds.” 

 

One of the highlights of Brennaman’s career was receiving the Ford C. Frick Award in 2000 at the Baseball Hall of 

Fame, the fourth Reds announcer to receive the broadcasting award along with Red Barber, Al Helfer and Russ 

Hodges. 

 

In addition to his work with Reds radio and television, Brennaman has worked NCAA Tournament games, including 

11 Final Fours. His son, Thom, also is a Reds broadcaster. 

 

Brennaman has thought about retirement for several years. He talked about retirement with Dodgers broadcaster Vin 

Scully, who explained that he felt it was time to step away after 67 years in the booth. 

 

Brennaman came to the same conclusion about himself in the last few months. 

 



He had maintained that whenever he decided to leave, he would simply retire after a season in order to avoid a 

farewell tour. Others convinced him that it would be beneficial for those who know him to have a chance to honor 

him. 

 

“I’m honored by it, but I’m also going to be very uncomfortable about it,” Brennaman said. 

 

After wrapping up a question-and-answer session, Brennaman expressed relief. 

 

“Is that it? All right,” he said, with a deep sigh. “That’s one of the toughest days of my life. I’ve gotten over it now.” 

 

TRANSACTIONS 
 

01/16/19  

New York Mets signed free agent 2B Jed Lowrie. 

Chicago White Sox sent CF Charlie Tilson outright to Charlotte Knights. 

Chicago Cubs claimed Ian Clarkin off waivers from Chicago White Sox. 

Arizona Diamondbacks traded cash and LHP Ronald Roman to New York Yankees for CF Tim Locastro. 


