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Braves' winning streak ends against Marlins 

By Joe Frisaro and Patrick Pinak / MLB.com | June 22nd, 2016  

MIAMI -- The Marlins were desperate for a starter to go deep into a game, and left-hander Adam Conley delivered on Wednesday afternoon, 
scattering four hits over eight innings in a 3-0 win over the Braves at Marlins Park. 

The eight innings are a career high for Conley, who previously tossed as many as 7 2/3 hitless in Milwaukee on April 29. The left-hander also is the 
first Miami starter this season to complete eight innings. Miami split its two-game set with the Braves, beating the visitors for just the second time 
in eight tries in the season series. 

"It was exactly what we needed," Marlins manager Don Mattingly said. "We needed someone to get deep into this game. We had a number of 
[relievers] we weren't willing to use today. Honestly, we could use another one of these things tomorrow and reset the whole thing." 

The Marlins did all their damage at the plate in the second inning, stringing together five straight hits. Marcell Ozuna blistered a leadoff triple, 
which Justin Bour followed with a two-run homer into the upper deck in right field. Jeff Mathis drove in Derek Dietrich with a single to cap the 
three-run inning. 

Braves right-hander John Gant worked 5 2/3 innings, and six of the seven hits he allowed came in Miami's three-run second inning. Gant retired 12 
straight before Bour's two-out single in the sixth inning, after which he was replaced for lefty Ian Krol. 

"I think he just got his mix going a littler better," Braves manager Brian Snitker said. "They jumped on a couple fastballs, and he hung one breaking 
ball, a kind of get-me-over with two strikes on Mathis. Overall, he settled down and gave us a chance." 

The loss snapped the Braves' season-best six game winning streak. 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Conley in control: When Jace Peterson singled to open the game and reached second on a wild pitch, it looked like it could have been the 
beginning of a rough afternoon for Conley. Instead, the 26-year-old regrouped, turning in one of the most impressive starts of his young big league 
career. The lefty won for the first time since May 16 at Philadelphia, a span where he was 0-2 with a 4.64 ERA over six starts. The 114 pitches 
Conley threw were two shy of his career high, when he tossed 116 at Milwaukee on April 29.   

"I noticed in my last couple of starts, I wasn't able to get as deep into the game as I had hoped," Conley said. 

Frenchy fires: Gant received a much needed defensive pick-me-up after allowing five straight hits in the second inning. On Mathis' RBI single, 
Braves left fielder Jeff Francoeur threw out Chris Johnson for the first out at third base. Gant settled in after the play, retired 13 of the next 15 
batters he faced, yielding just two hits the rest of the way. 

"That was a big out," Gant said. "I was obviously very pleased to see that happen. Sometimes baseball evens itself out. There was a bloop hit, so 
maybe that's the game's way of evening it out for me." 

Bour's big blast: With the quick turnaround on Wednesday after playing 10 innings on Tuesday night, Miami gave Giancarlo Stanton a breather. 
Bour moved into the fifth spot, where Stanton has been batting recently with Ozuna hitting cleanup. In the second inning, Bour connected on a no-
doubt, two-run homer that Statcast™projected traveled 419 feet with an exit velocity of 107 mph and a launch angle of 25 degrees. Ozuna started 
the rally with a leadoff triple. 

The Marlins had a chance to add on more in the second, but Johnson was out trying to advance from first to third on Mathis' hit. 

"You really want my thoughts? We could have had five runs there instead of three," Mattingly said. "Obviously, it's good to get on the board. Justin 
gives us those quick two. Mathis gets a big hit for us. [Dietrich] starts the inning back over after Justin. Obviously, it was good to be able to score 
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there. It would have been nice to be able to tack on, and kind of add on and take the stress away. It was that kind of game. Day games seem to be 
hard to get runs." 

Making his debut: Braves reliever Tyrell Jenkins threw a scoreless eighth inning, inducing three weak groundouts in his Major League debut. 
Jenkins, who was called up from Triple-A Gwinnett on June 16, is ranked Atlanta's No. 7 prospect, according to MLBPipeline.com. Over 14 
appearances in Triple-A this season, nine of which were starts, Jenkins had a 2.91 ERA.   

"There's kind of never a perfect spot, and right there, we felt like this is as good as any and let's get him out there," Snitker said. "I thought he did 
really good." 

QUOTABLE 
"I don't think of it as important, just because of them [beating the Braves]. Everything before this has to be erased. You can't really think about 
what happened at the beginning of the season. From a standpoint we play every day to win. We won a game today. That's really all that matters." -
- Mattingly, on beating Atlanta for the second time in eight tries 

SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 
Miami closer A.J. Ramos is 23-for-23 in save chances this year and has converted 32 straight chances since last year. The Marlins record is 33 set 
by Steve Cishek. 

STANDOUT DEFENSE 
A constant for the Marlins all month has been stellar defense. The club has committed just two errors in June, the fewest of any MLB team. Conley 
was backed by terrific defense. Shortstop Adeiny Hechavarria made a couple of nice plays, including a diving stop up the middle on Erick Aybar's 
hot smash to get a force at second to end the seventh inning. Dietrich made a couple of nice plays in the second inning on liners off the bats of Nick 
Markakis and Chase d'Arnaud. Left fielder Christian Yelichmade some nice plays, as did Ichiro Suzuki in right field. 

"Outstanding," Conley said. "You're seeing the characteristics of the style of defense we're playing. Hechavarria did what he always does. He does 
that stuff every day. So that's just kind of the club that we have. When we pitch, we have a good shot at winning ballgames, because we can 
definitely defend." 

WHAT'S NEXT 
Braves: The Braves travel home to open a four-game set with the Mets, starting Thursday at 7:10 p.m. ET. Right-hander Matt Wisler (3-7, 4.23 
ERA), who owns a 1.55 ERA in four career starts against the Mets, takes the hill. 

Marlins: The Marlins open the first of four against the Cubs on Thursday at 7:10 p.m. ET at Marlins Park. Left-hander Wei-Yin Chen (4-2, 5.22) will 
make his 15th start for Miami. The Cubs counter with lefty Jon Lester (9-3, 2.06). 

 

Jenkins savors scoreless debut vs. Marlins 

Braves' No. 7 prospect induces three slow groundouts in 8th inning 

By Patrick Pinak / MLB.com | June 22nd, 2016  

MIAMI -- Atlanta's six-game win streak was snapped Wednesday, but Braves fans may have caught a glimpse of the future in Tyrell Jenkins. 

Jenkins, the Braves' No. 7 prospect according to MLBPipeline.com, twirled a scoreless eighth inning in his Major League debut in the club's 3-0 loss 
to the Marlins at Marlins Park. 

The 23-year-old right-hander said he could barely contain his emotions as he made his way from the bullpen to the mound. 

"You can't really explain it," Jenkins said. "My heart was pumping through my chest." 

Jenkins was tested early. The first batter he faced, Adeiny Hechavarria, dribbled a ball softly toward the third-base side. Without hesitation, Jenkins 
scrambled forward to it and fired to first for the out. 

"I was just making sure I didn't squeeze the ball too hard and throw it into the stands, if anything," he said. "Just make sure I got the ball to Freddie 
[Freeman] and got that out. That was big. That kind of got me going. I was really excited." 

Jenkins finished the inning by sandwiching a Marcell Ozuna single between two more weak groundouts, but what caught Braves manager Brian 
Snitker's attention was Jenkins' fastball velocity to his last batter, Miguel Rojas. 

After his fastball sat in the 92-93-mph range to his first few hitters, Jenkins pumped it up to 96 to Rojas, who could barely catch up to the heat. 

"That was kind of what I was looking for," Snitker said. "Overall, I liked what I saw. I've never really seen him out of the stretch, exclusively, because 
I've just seen him as a starter. Thought it was OK." 
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Jenkins said the slight spike in velocity was simply a product of getting loose, something he's had to do more quickly now that he's in the bullpen. 

"Usually I kind of get loose toward the second or third inning," he said. "Bullpen life's a little bit different. The fact that the fastball had a little life 
on it today was pretty big. I'm glad I had a clean inning, and I'm glad I kept us in the game." 

A first-round pick by St. Louis in 2010, Jenkins came to Atlanta along with Shelby Miller in the Jason Heyward trade in Nov. 2014. He was called up 
this season from Triple-A Gwinnett on June 16 after going 6-3 with a 2.91 in 14 appearances this season, nine of which were starts. 

Pitching across seven seasons in the Minor Leagues after being drafted, Jenkins was glad to make his debut in a low-leverage situation. 

"Obviously, you don't want to come in your first time in a really close game or something like that," he said. "I knew what Snit was doing the whole 
time, him and Roger (McDowell) kind of getting me my first inning in a low-leverage situation. They did and I'm just glad I got to put up a zero." 

 

Harvey, Wisler square off in Atlanta for opener 

By Patrick Pinak / MLB.com |   

The red-hot Braves, whose six-game win streak was snapped Wednesday, look to bounce back as they open a four-game set with the Mets at 
Turner Field on Thursday at 7:10 p.m. ET. 

Matt Harvey will take the hill for New York. Harvey (4-9, 4.76 ERA) was knocked around for four runs on seven hits through six innings against the 
Braves in his last start. He's 2-1 with a 2.89 ERA in three career starts at Turner Field. 

Atlanta's Matt Wisler (3-7, 4.23) goes up against a club he's had success against in his young career. The 23-year-old right-hander is 3-1 with a 1.55 
ERA in four career starts against the Mets. He's held New York hitters to a .186 average over those four games. 

Three things to know about this game 

• Nearly a year ago on June 19, Wisler made his Major League debut against the Mets. He earned his first career victory by tossing eight innings of 
one-run ball. 

• Reigning National League Player of the Week Freddie Freeman is 3-for-15 (.200) lifetime against Harvey. The first baseman is hitting .304 with 16 
home runs, 32 doubles and 72 RBIs in 97 career games against the Mets. 

• Despite Harvey's 0-2 record in June, he has a 2.84 ERA and a WHIP of 0.895. Both numbers are significantly lower than his 5.91 ERA and 1.563 
WHIP in May this season. 

 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Marlins end Braves’ winning streak at six 

By Michael Cunningham - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

The Braves figured it was too much for rookie-reliever-turned-starter John Gant to face the Mets twice in a week, so they shuffled the rotation to 
match him up against the Marlins instead. 

Gant pitched effectively Wednesday, but the Braves couldn’t back him up. The Braves lost 3-0 to the Marlins to end their season-long winning 
streak at six games and drop their first game in five trips to Marlins Park this season. 

Gant allowed seven hits and three runs with five strikeouts. He gave up five consecutive hits and three runs in the second inning but retired 12 
batters in a row before giving up a single with two outs in the sixth. 

“It was very encouraging,” Gant said. “I missed too many spots in that second inning, and I paid for it. That’s just the byproduct of what happens up 
here (in the majors) if you are not throwing it where you need to be throwing it.” 

Gant gave the Braves a chance, but they couldn’t solve Marlins left-hander Adam Conley. He held them to four hits over eight scoreless innings as 
they were 0-for-5 with runners in scoring position. The Braves were shut out for the eighth time this season. 

Conley is the latest lefty to stifle the Braves. They hit .235 with a .299 on-base percentage against the 26 previous left-handed starters they’d faced 
this season. 

“We do run a lot of lefties (in the lineup) against them,” Braves interim manager Brian Snitker said. “This guy, his left-handed splits are actually 
pretty good going into this. The kid was on today, it looked like to me. We didn’t have a lot of real good swings at him and never threatened a lot.” 
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The Braves had Erick Aybar at second base with one out in the second inning, but Jace Peterson and Ender Inciarte grounded out. Freddie Freeman 
led off the fourth with a single before Jeff Francoeur hit into a fielder’s choice and Nick Markakis grounded into a double play. In the sixth Freeman 
popped out and Francoeur struck out after Conley hit Inciarte with a pitch. 

The Braves got consecutive two-out singles from Nick Markakis and A.J. Pierzynski against Marlins closer A.J. Ramos. Chase d’Arnaud followed with 
a hard line drive to left, but Christian Yelich snagged it for the final out. 

In the series opener Tuesday the Braves rallied from a two-run deficit after seven innings to beat the Marlins. 

“Chase is up there, and I’m thinking he can pierce a gap or he can hit one out,” Snitker said. “I had a good feeling we can come roaring back again in 
the ninth. We brought the tying run to the plate, we just couldn’t get the big hit there.” 

One bad inning cost Gant against the Marlins (38-34). 

Marcell Ozuna hit Gant’s first pitch of the second to deep left-center field, where it settled into the notch in the wall. Ozuna jogged into third for a 
triple, and then scored when Justin Bour hammered Gant’s 0-1 pitch into the upper deck in right field. 

Derek Dietrich followed with a single on a flared hit that dropped just out of the reach of second baseman Peterson. The next hitter, Chris Johnson, 
hit another single and Jeff Mathis followed with yet another to score Dietrich for a 3-0 Marlins lead. 

Ichiro Suzuki hit another single with two outs, but Gant retired Adeiny Hechavarria to begin the streak of 12 consecutive outs. Bour’s single with 
two outs in the sixth ended the run, and Snitker replaced Gant after he’d thrown 81 pitches. 

Gant has made three turns in the rotation since Williams Perez went on the disabled list. He made his first career start against the Cubs and 
allowed two earned runs over 4 1/3 innings. Gant limited the Mets to two hits and a run in 6 2/3 innings on Friday for his first win. 

“I feel very comfortable,” Gant said. “I feel like I’m sticking to a routine well. I worked on some mechanical things this week, and I think I 
improved.” 

 

Successful debut for Braves prospect Jenkins 

By Michael Cunningham - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

MIAMI — The only real snag in Braves right-hander Tyrell Jenkins’ big-league debut came after he pitched one scoreless inning against the Marlins. 

Teammate Jace Peterson tossed the ball into the stands instead of saving the souvenir for Jenkins. The Braves retrieved the ball, though, so Jenkins 
left Marlins Park with his keepsake. 

After not pitching in the first five games since he was promoted to the Braves, Jenkins finally got the call in the eighth inning Wednesday at Marlins 
Park. 

“I can’t really explain it,” Jenkins said. “My heart leaped into my chest. It’s been a while since I’ve thrown, so I was just making sure I didn’t hurt 
anybody. Just getting that first one out of the way and getting through the clean inning was huge.” 

Jenkins is one of the Braves’ top-rated pitching prospects. He’s pitching out of the bullpen after the organization moved him to a reliever role for 
the first time in his career earlier this month. 

The Braves trailed 3-0 when Jenkins entered the game with the Marlins’ Nos. 2-4 hitters due up. The first batter, Adeiny Hechavarria, hit a tricky 
ground ball in front of the plate. Jenkins charged, scooped the ball and made a strong throw to first base for the out. 

“That was big,” Jenkins said. “That kind of got me going right there to come off the mound and make that play. I was really excited. I was trying to 
contain my emotions. I did that well and came out with the clean inning.” 

Jenkins got Christian Yelich to ground out before Marcell Ozuna singled. Miguel Rojas grounded out to Jenkins to end the inning. 

When Jenkins was called up from Triple-A Gwinnett, Braves interim manager Brian Snitker said he’d fill the long relief role. Jenkins started to warm 
up when starter John Gant labored in the second inning, but sat back down when Gant got out of that inning and made it through 5 2/3. 

“There’s kind of never a perfect time,” Snitker said. “Right there we felt like this is as good a time as any. Let’s get him out there. I thought he did 
really good.” 
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Why the Braves won’t trade Julio Teheran 

By Mark Bradley - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

If recent history has taught us anything, it’s that John Coppolella will trade anybody. I make this prediction knowing that, within 24 hours if not by 
Aug. 1, the Braves’ general manager could prove me as wrong as I’ve ever been, which would be saying something. But I make it nonetheless: 

The Braves will not trade Julio Teheran. 

I base this largely on what Coppolella told me last week. “I’m not trading Julio Teheran for prospects,” he said. There was no equivocation in his 
voice. The only way the Braves would consider trading Teheran is for proven big-league hitters of a comparable age under comparable contract, 
and therein hangs the tale: There aren’t many of those, and what few there are almost surely are unavailable. 

Example: Boston has baseball’s best offense, but ranks 18th among the 30 MLB teams in starters’ ERA. Its most effective starting pitcher hasn’t 
been David Price, for who the Red Sox paid $217 million, but the knuckleballer Steven Wright. They demoted Clay Buchholz to the bullpen only to 
return him to the rotation because they have nobody else. 

As much as they hit, they’re no lock to make the playoffs. They could use a big-time pitcher, and their assistant GM — Frank Wren, of whom you’ve 
heard — knows Teheran well. So let’s say the Sox make a call. If you’re Coppolella, you say: “I want Xander Bogaerts and Mookie Betts.” 

Not either/or. Both. 

Bogaerts, 23, is a shortstop who leads the American League in hitting. Betts, also 23, is a right fielder who leads the AL in runs and is fourth in RBIs. 
These are ridiculously young players already of All-Star caliber. There’s no way the Red Sox would trade both even for Clayton Kershaw, who leads 
baseball with a WAR (wins above replacement) value of 4.6. Because the combined WAR for Bogaerts/Betts is 6.6 — and they play every day. 

Another example: Texas is having a surprisingly splendid season — it has won 46 games, one fewer than the rampaging Cubs — but could use a 
starting pitcher. (Yu Darvish, who’s coming off Tommy John surgery, is again on the disabled list.) The Rangers don’t have a full-time position for 
Jurickson Profar, who was once baseball’s No. 1 prospect and who has manned every infield spot this season except catcher. 

Profar, 23, is hitting .345, albeit in spot duty. But the Braves have Freddie Freeman at first base and figure to deploy Dansby Swanson and Ozzie 
Albies as middle infielders soon. Profar remains a major talent, but by himself he wouldn’t nearly be enough for Teheran. Texas would have to 
dangle the 20-year-old outfielder Nomar Manzara as well, and it probably wouldn’t. Even if it did, the Braves still mightn’t bite. 

Both the Red Sox and the Rangers have minor-leaguers they could offer, but let’s take Coppolella at his word: He’s not trading his best pitcher for 
prospects — and he shouldn’t. His best pitcher would be the best pitcher on most big-league teams. 

There were times over the past year that I wondered if Teheran would become the No. 1 starter — I worried about his drop in velocity — but his 
recent work has convinced me. His ERA over the past 81 innings is 1.89. He’s second in baseball to Kershaw in WHIP (walks/hits per innings 
pitched). He’s 10th among starters in WAR. He has yielded no more than five hits in each of his past 10 starts. On Father’s Day, he came within a 
Michael Conforto single of a perfect game. 

At this moment, how many pitchers rate above Teheran? Kershaw, duh, and Jake Arrieta and Madison Bumgarner and Johnny Cueto. Probably 
Chris Sale and Jose Fernandez. Maybe Corey Kluber and Noah Syndergaard. But who else? Jon Lester? Masahiro Tanaka? Felix Hernandez, who’s on 
the DL, or Zack Greinke, who’s having a down year? Stephen Strasburg? Max Scherzer? Cole Hamels? 

Even if you take all of those ahead of Teheran, he’s still among MLB’s top 20 pitchers. If you take only half, he’s in the top 10. If that’s not enough 
to qualify as a No. 1, what would be? 

His velocity has steadied, but the real news — this according to the essential Brooks Baseball — is that he has de-emphasized his two-seamer (or 
sinker) and thrown his slider more. In May 2015, Teheran’s threw his sinker 25.7 percent of the time and his slider 24.5 percent; in June 2016, he 
has throw his slider 29.4 percent of the time and his two-seamer 11.5 percent. 

When Teheran arrived in the majors, he didn’t have a sinker. He learned one and, as can happen, grew infatuated with it. But his four-seamer and 
his slider were always better pitches, and Teheran has grasped that now. Lest we forget, he’s 25. 

Back to that list of No. 1s (or thereabouts): Of the 15, Teheran is younger than all but Fernandez and Syndergaard. The argument voiced by some 
about the Braves’ rebuild around young pitching is that, for all their machinations, they haven’t acquired a true No. 1. It could be that they had 
their No. 1 all along. 

The Braves would be crazy to trade Teheran for anything less than Fort Knox. As we know, Coppolella is fearless. But he’s not crazy. 
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Braves vs. Mets sure feels different than week ago 

By David O’Brien 

The Mets are in town for a four-game series that starts tonight, and isn’t it amazing how much different this feels than six days ago when the 
Braves were preparing to face them in a weekend series at New York? 

Back then we looked at the pitching matchups and the team’s records and most of us figured the Braves would be lucky to win one game in that 
series, what with rookies John Gant and Aaron Blair going in the first two games against Matt Harvey and Steven Matz. 

The Braves got quality starts (better than “quality’ from Gant) from both rookies and won those first two games, then got an overwhelming 
performance from Teheran in a one-hit shutout Sunday to complete the sweep and push their winning streak to a season-high five games, which 
got to six before it was snapped Wednesday at Miami. 

So here we are, not even a week later, and the Braves have to be aiming for nothing less than three wins in a four-game series against the shaky 
Mets, who are 7-9 with a .229 batting average and only 49 runs scored in their past 16 games, despite hitting 18 homers and posting a 3.30 ERA in 
that span. 

The pitching matchups: Matt Wisler vs. Matt Harvey tonight, followed by Blair vs. lefty Matz on Friday, the Teheran vs. deGrom rematch on 
Saturday, and Bud Norris vs. Bartolo “Big Sexy” Colon on Sunday. 

•  The Braves are 24-38 since their 0-9 start. I was curious to see what some good teams have done in that same span, since April 15, and found 
that the Pirates and Rockies are each 29-33 — five games better than the Braves since Atlanta’s 0-9 start. 

Of course, you can’t throw out the 0-9 start, but it does show the Braves have played a far better level of ball since that putrid start. And they’ve 
been rewarded more for their performance since the early season relentless schedule eased a bit, as we expected they would be. 

(For those who’ve forgetten, the Braves’ schedule was the toughest in the National League for the first two months, in terms of teams they faced 
who were above .500 a year ago and also based on opponents’ records this season.) 

The Braves are 15-19 with a 4.26 ERA, 121 runs and 22 homers in 34 games under interim manager Brian Snitker, after going  9-28 with a 4.49 ERA, 
114 runs and 11 homers in 37 games under Fredi Gonzalez. 

In their past seven games, the Braves are 6-1 with a sparkling 2.28 ERA. They’ve hit .266 with 34 runs and six homers in that seven-game stretch, 
which included a couple of extra-inning one-run games, both won by the Braves. 

As for the Mets, after being swept by the Braves at home in the three-game series that ended Sunday, the New Yorkers swept a two-game home 
series with the Royals Tuesday and Wednesday. 

The Braves have won four of the past five games against the Mets after losing each of the first four against them this season, including a three-
game sweep by the Mets at Turner Field April 22-24 during the Braves’ nearly unfathomable 1-16 home start. 

By the way, the Braves would certainly like to have Adonis Garcia healthy for this series, after being limited to pinch-hitting on the trip due to a sore 
ankle. He has a .405 career average (17-for-42) with a homer, nine RBIs and a .524 slugging percentage in 14 games vs. Mets. 

• Wisler vs. Harvey: The Braves have Wisler pitching on an extra two days of rest, since they didn’t use him during the five-game road trip that 
ended Wednesday. They pushed back his scheduled start Wednesday at Miami for two reasons: so that John Gant could pitch against the Marlins 
and avoid facing the Mets in consecutive starts, and so that Wisler could face them given his past success against the Mets. 

Wisler is 3-1 with a 1.55 ERA and .186 opponents’ average in four career starts against the Mets in just over 12 months, beginning with an 
outstanding six-hit, one-run, eight-inning performance against them for a win in his major league debut on June 19, 2015. 

In his only start against the Mets this season Wisler had the best game of his career, allowing one hit and two walks with four strikeouts in eight 
scoreless innings of a May 3 win at New York. 

Wisler snapped a four-start losing streak in his last outing when he limited the Reds to two runs and eight hits in 6 2/3 innings of a 7-2 Atlanta win 
on June 16 in Atlanta. 

Harvey is 2-4 with a 3.72 ERA in six career starts against the Braves, including 1-2 with a 4.86 ERA and .314 opponents’ average in three this season. 
He’s had no quality starts in three against the Braves this season, lasting fewer than six innings in each of the first two and giving up seven hits and 
four runs in six innings of a loss to the Braves on Friday in New York in the opener of a three-game Braves sweep. 

Here’s a statistical oddity, albeit still a small-sample oddity: Both of Harvey’s wins against the Braves have come at Turner Field, where he’s 2-1 
with a 2.89 ERA in three starts. He’s 0-3 with a 4.59 ERA in three starts against them in New York. 



Against Harvey, A.J. Pierzynski is 6-for-9, Freddie Freeman is 3-for-15 and Nick Markakis is 1-for-10. Also, Ender Inciarte is 2-for-6, Adonis Garcia is 
2-for-6 and Jace Peterson is 2-for-7. The only Brave on the current 40-man roster with a homer off Harvey is the DL’d Mallex Smith (2-for-4, 
homer). 

 • Etc. 

Jace Peterson has hit safely in all 10 starts since returning from Triple-A, and is batting .342 (13-for-38) in 11 games overall in that span, with two 
doubles, a homer, six RBIs, six walks, five strikeouts and a .435 OBP and .474 slugging percentage. Braves are 7-4 in that span…. 

Erick Aybar in nine games (eight starts) since returning from DL and rehab stint at Gwinnett: .345 (10-for-29) with five doubles, .441 OBP, .517 
slugging percentage. Braves are 6-3 in those games….. 

Jeff Francoeur is 2-for-20 in his past nine games with one homer, two RBIs, one walk, 10 strikeouts, including 0-for-5 as a  pinch-hitter with three 
walks and one strikeout…. 

Finally, fun with small sample sizes: Braves have same record (8-8) as the Cubs since June 5, albeit with half as many homers (11) as the Cubs (22) 
and with an ERA about 1 ½ runs higher than the Cubs. 

 

Sports Illustrated 

Braves' Teheran is trade deadline's best target, but will he be dealt? 

BY JAY JAFFE 

The Braves haven’t had much to cheer about this season, but on Sunday, Julio Teheran provided a highlight by spinning a one-hit shutout against 
the Mets at Citi Field. The gem completed Atlanta’s three-game sweep of the defending NL champions, and it no doubt raised the stakes with 
regards to the 25-year-old righty, who is positioned to be the top pitcher in the July trade market—if the team decides to deal him. 

Teheran didn’t get very far in chasing a no-hitter, as the lone hit the 25-year-old righty yielded was a leadoff single by Michael Conforto to start the 
third inning. That was actually the only base runner he allowed all day; over the course of his season-high 120 pitches, he struck out seven and 
didn’t walk a batter from an admittedly depleted Mets lineup, which was without David Wright, Lucas Duda and Travis d’Arnaud due to injuries and 
which scored just four runs in the three-game sweep. Here’s the highlight reel: 

The shutout, the third of Teheran’s career, lowered his ERA to 2.66, which would be the lowest mark of his career. Likewise, his strikeout rate (8.4 
per nine) and strikeout to walk ratio (3.83) represent career bests as well, though his 1.2 homers per nine is nearly a career worst and pushes his 
FIP to 3.83, suggesting the possibility of regression ahead. Still, Teheran has a track record of outpitching his peripherals (3.35 ERA, 3.89 FIP). His 2.8 
Wins Above Replacement is seventh in the league, and he’s more than two-thirds of the way to his career high of 3.9, set in 2014. 

Back in February 2014, the Braves signed Teheran to a six-year, $32.4 million extension, part of a wave of deals with their core youngsters—first 
baseman Freddie Freeman, rightfielder Jason Heyward, shortstop Andrelton Simmons and closer Craig Kimbrel were the others—geared toward 
allowing them to remain perennial contenders in the NL East. The team’s decision to plunge into rebuilding mode after a disappointing 2014 
season, however, resulted in the trades of Kimbrel, Heyward and the Upton brothers, Justin and Melvin. This past winter, Atlanta dealt Simmons, 
and it seems only a matter of time before it deals Teheran as well. 

At 23–46, the Braves currently own the NL’s worst record, and while they had hoped to coincide their move into their new Cobb County ballpark 
next year with a much stronger squad, right now that timetable seems overly optimistic. The question is whether now is the best time to deal 
Teheran. So far, the Braves have sounded lukewarm on the idea, at least based upon media reports: 

• Earlier this month, general manager John Coppolella told Fox Sports’ Ken Rosenthal, “The days of us trading players like Teheran for prospects are 
over. We need to get better at the major league level. We would have to be overwhelmed to move Teheran,” 

• Eight days ago, the Boston Globe’s Nick Cafardo reported, “There’s split opinions within the Braves organization on whether it’s better to trade 
Teheran or build around him, since he can’t become a free agent until 2020. Teams have already approached the Braves, but no one has met the 
caliber of package it would take to pry him away.” 

• More recently, one Braves source told Today’s Knuckleball’s Jon Heyman, “I don’t see the Braves trading Teheran,” but stopped short of putting 
him in the same “untouchable” class as Freeman. 

Teheran is very inexpensive, making $3.3 million this year, with subsequent salaries of $6.3 million in 2017, $8 million in ‘18, $11 million in ‘19 and 
a $12 million option or $1 million buyout for ‘20. A team trading for him at the July 31 deadline would be adding only around $1 million in salary 
this year, a facet of the deal that would only increase the quality of the return. The trade market for starting pitchers is going to be a very lean one, 
with the names that have been tossed around thus far representing a mixture of those who have fallen upon hard times (San Diego’s Andrew 
Cashner, Oakland’s Sonny Gray, Philadelphia’s Jeremy Hellickson, Tampa Bay’s Matt Moore) and those whose recent success stands out amid 
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longer stretches of injuries (Oakland’s Rich Hill, San Diego’s Drew Pomeranz). Particularly given his cost certainty, Teheran would likely fetch the 
largest haul unless Gray, who has three years of club control remaining, begins to turn his season around from his current 5.54 ERA. 

Teheran’s availability could interest contenders such as the Red Sox, Royals, Orioles, TIgers and Yankees, all of whom have rotations with ERAs of 
4.41 or higher. Some of those teams—particularly the sub-.500 Tigers and Yankees—could slide out of contention between now and late July, 
possibly adding more pitchers to the market. On the other hand, an injury on a team whose rotation currently appears relatively stable could add 
to the number of suitors. 

The arguments against trading Teheran in July are twofold. While the Braves have restocked their minor league system with high-caliber young 
arms, Teheran still represents more certainty to go with his affordability; he may very well be a key piece for the next contending Braves team, if 
not in 2017 than in '18 or '19. On the other hand, the market for him this winter would likely be bigger than in July, as the crop of free-agent 
starting pitchers appears woefully thin in the wake of Stephen Strasburg agreeing to an extension with the Nationals. Against a backdrop of 
underperforming hurlers with opt-out clauses (Scott Kazmir, James Shields), scuffling free agents-to-be (Cashner, Jake Peavy, Jered Weaver) and 
perennial question marks (Doug Fister, Scott Feldman), Teheran would again appear to be the belle of the ball, with non-contenders joining the mix 
in pursuit. 

As to what Teheran could command in trade, the Braves can dream on a Shelby Miller-like return (2015 No. 1 pick Dansby Swanson, rotation 
prospect Aaron Blair and young centerfielder Ender Inciarte), but it’s difficult to imagine another team being as brazen as the Diamondbacks were 
in that deal. It’s also asking a lot to believe that Teheran could command a package along the lines of what the Rangers used to get Cole Hamels 
and reliever Jake Diekmann from the Phillies (pitchers Alec Asher, Jerad Eickhoff and Jake Thompson, catcher Jorge Alfaro and outfielder Nick 
Williams), even given how much more affordable Teheran is than Hamels, who’s making $22.5 million a year through 2019, with a $20 million 
option and $6 million buyout for '20. 

Coppolella told Rosenthal that he would only trade Teheran if he could get a hitter of comparable age and quality in return, suggesting not a 
prospect but a current regular, which may be a tough sell for a suitor given the higher risk attached to pitchers. More likely, Atlanta would net one 
MLB-ready piece and a couple of top-100 prospects who are further off. 

Given the Braves’ high demands and apparent reluctance to move Teheran, a trade at or near July 31 may not come to pass. Still, like any pitcher, 
he represents a high-risk asset for Atlanta as much as any team acquiring him. He’s on pace to top 200 innings for the third year in a row, and his 
fastball velocity is down about 1.5 mph from 2013, according to Brooks Baseball. Moving him before it falls much further, or before he develops an 
arm problem, may be the safest course of action. 

 

Associated Press 

Conley pitches 8 innings to help Marlins beat Braves 3-0 

Associated Press 

MIAMI -- Adam Conley walked off the mound for the final time in the eighth inning Wednesday with a string of zeroes behind him. 

When he saw manager Don Mattingly applauding his performance from the dugout, Conley began to clap too. 

Both had reason to cheer following the left-hander's longest outing yet. Conley pitched eight innings and the Miami Marlins broke the Atlanta 
Braves' six-game winning streak Wednesday with a 3-0 victory. 

Conley (4-4) chose the right day to eat up a lot of innings, because three relievers in the Marlins' overtaxed bullpen were unavailable. 

"I don't know if he realized it or not," Mattingly said. "If that's the case, I'll just tell all of them we need them to do that. But that was exactly what 
we needed. We honestly could use another one of these tomorrow." 

Conley's eight-inning outing was a career high in his 26th start, and the longest by a Miami starter this year. 

"I'm just trying to be efficient and get as deep as I can," he said. "I haven't been very happy with coming out of the game with two out in the sixth." 

Justin Bour hit a two-run homer for the Marlins. They defeated the last-place Braves for only the second time in eight meetings this year, and for 
the first time in five games in Miami. 

"Any game you get a chance to win is absolutely important," Conley said, "but especially so for us today, to save some of our bullpen and to win 
against a division team that has been having success against us." 

Conley allowed four hits and one walk and threw 114 pitches to earn his first victory since May 16. The left-hander gave up only one hit in his 
previous start, but wasn't involved in the decision. 

http://www.si.com/mlb/2016/05/10/stephen-strasburg-contract-extension-free-agency
http://www.brooksbaseball.net/velo.php?player=527054&b_hand=-1&gFilt=&pFilt=FA|SI|FC|CU|SL|CS|KN|CH|FS|SB&time=year&minmax=ci&var=mph&s_type=2&startDate=03/30/2007&endDate=06/20/2016
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/32669/adam-conley
http://espn.go.com/mlb/team/_/name/mia/miami-marlins
http://espn.go.com/mlb/team/_/name/atl/atlanta-braves
http://espn.go.com/mlb/team/_/name/atl/atlanta-braves
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/31453/justin-bour


"The kid was on today," Braves manager Brian Snitker said. "We didn't have a lot of real good swings on him, and we never threatened a lot. He 
was using his fastball a lot, and we just had a hard time getting to him." 

Conley was helped by two fine plays by shortstop Adeiny Hechavarria, and byA.J. Ramos, who gave up a pair of two-out singles in the ninth but 
earned his 32nd consecutive save, including 23 this year. 

The Braves totaled six hits and were shut out for the eighth time. 

John Gant (1-2), making his third career start, gave up three runs in 5 2/3 innings. All of the runs against the right-hander scored in the second 
inning before he regrouped to retire 12 in a row. 

The Marlins got their first look at Gant and his odd delivery -- he high-steps once with his left leg before starting into his motion. They adjusted 
quickly, bunching five consecutive hits to begin the second inning. 

Marcell Ozuna led off with a stand-up triple, Bour followed with a homer, and an RBI single by Jeff Mathis made it 3-0. 

"I missed too many spots in that second inning, and I paid for it," Gant said. 

STANTON OUT 

Marlins OF Giancarlo Stanton was given the day off after going 0 for 5 Tuesday, which dropped his average to .211. Ichiro Suzuki started his third 
game in a row and singled in the second for his 2,983rd hit. 

DEBUT 

Braves RHP Tyrell Jenkins pitched around a single in a scoreless eighth in his major league debut. 

"My heart was beating through my chest," Jenkins said. "It has been awhile since I've thrown, so I wanted to make sure I wasn't going to hurt 
anybody." 

When a teammate tossed the ball into the stands without thinking at the end of the inning, the Braves dugout hollered to get it back, and a fan 
returned the souvenir. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Braves rookie OF Mallex Smith is expected to be sidelined eight to 10 weeks with a broken left thumb after being hit by a pitch from the Mets' 
Anthony Bastardo. Smith was placed on the disabled list retroactive to Monday, and OF Emilio Bonifacio was recalled from Triple-A Gwinnett. 

UP NEXT 

The Marlins begin a four-game series Thursday against the first-place Chicago Cubs, with LHP Wei-Yin Chen (4-2, 5.22) scheduled to face LHP Jon 
Lester (9-3, 2.06) in the opener. Miami went 3-3 against Chicago last year. 

The Braves begin an 11-game homestand Thursday when RHP Matt Wisler (3-7, 4.23) starts against Mets RHP Matt Harvey (4-9, 4.76). 

 

Mets-Braves preview 

The New York Mets and Atlanta Braves will reverse roles as they begin a four-game series Thursday at Turner Field in Atlanta. 

The Mets, the reigning National League champions, are 4-6 over their last 10 games. The Braves, the league's doormat for the first two months, 
have won six of their last seven games, which includes a three-game sweep over the Mets last week and a 5-1 road trip. 

New York's main problem has been the inability to produce runs. In the four games since totaling 17 runs in back-to-back wins over Pittsburgh, the 
Mets have scored only five runs. New York showed some progress in Thursday's 4-3 win over Kansas City. 

"Guys haven't hit. I can't tell you why," Mets owner Fred Wilpon told the New York Daily News. "I think we might need to (get) something (before 
July 31). The deadline's still four, six weeks away. We've got to start playing better baseball now." 

New York made a roster move Monday, activating catcher Travis d'Arnaud, who had been out since April 26 with a rotator cuff strain, and 
sent Kevin Plawecki and his .194 batting average to Triple-A Las Vegas. 

New York is also pondering a second chance for shortstop Jose Reyes, who was designated for assignment by Colorado last week after serving a 52-
game suspension for violating the domestic violence policy. 

The Mets may also pursue 32-year-old Cuban Yulieski Gourriel, although the third baseman isn't considered close to being game-ready. 
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The offensive issues could get worse. Slugging outfielder Yeonis Cespides left Wednesday's game early with left wrist soreness and is listed as day-
to-day. Cespides is batting .290 and is 18-for-47 (.382) over the last 13 games. 

Atlanta's resurgence has been sparked by the hitting of first baseman Freddie Freeman and second baseman Jace Peterson. 

Freeman was named National League Player of the Week for the period ending June 19, which included 10 hits, including the cycle, in a four-game 
series against Cincinnati. Freeman has hit safely in seven of his last 10 games, going 19-for-42 (.452) with six runs, eight RBI and nine extra-base 
hits. 

Peterson was so bad early in the season that he was sent to Triple-A Gwinnett, where he continued to struggle offensively. But after the Braves 
traded veteran Kelly Johnson to the Mets on June 8, they had little choice but to give Peterson another chance. 

Since being brought up June 10, he has hit safely in 10 starts. He's gone 13-for-38 (.342) with nine runs and six RBI since his recall, lifting his batting 
average from .182 to .256. 

"He's been playing good," Atlanta manager Brian Snitker said. "Since we've had him back, he's been swinging the bat better than what I remember 
in Triple-A and just kind of being the big catalyst for us." 

The Mets will send right-hander Matt Harvey (4-9, 4.76) to the mound in the opening game against Atlanta right-hander Matt Wisler (3-7, 4.23). 

Harvey was beaten by the Braves last week. He gave up four runs on seven hits in six innings of a 5-1 loss to Atlanta, leaving him tied for the major 
league lead in losses. His nine losses are a career high; he lost eight times a year ago. 

Despite going 1-2 over his last four starts, Harvey has pitched well. His ERA is 2.08 over that stretch but he's getting the least run support (2.6 per 
game) among New York starters. 

Wisler is 3-1 in four career starts against the Mets, including a 3-0 victory against them May 3 at Citi Field. Wisler allowed only one hit in eight 
scoreless innings. 

Wisler struggled in his first two starts of June when he allowed 13 runs, including six homers, in eight innings of work. He looked better June 16 
when he beat Cincinnati by allowing two hits over 6 2/3 innings. 
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