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Twins need pitching, but it comes at a price 

Michael Rand | Star Tribune | October 9, 2017  

 
The good news about the Twins’ 8-4 wild-card loss to the Yankees is that it reinforced the things we learned about the Twins during the 2017 
season. 
 
The positive: The Twins already have an above-average lineup filled with plenty of players who take good at-bats and should continue to 
improve. A lot of those same guys are also plus defensive players and transformed the Twins from a bad to good defensive team. 
 
The negative: The Twins have plenty of candidates to pitch the third game of a playoff series or the seventh inning of a big game, but not 
enough high-end arm talent to compete in a meaningful way with the best teams. 
 
That makes their offseason shopping list easy: pitching, pitching, pitching. But that makes their offseason shopping list hard because they want 
and need the same thing as pretty much every other team. Here are some questions the Twins will need to answer: 
 
What takes priority — starting pitching or the bullpen? Baseball has no salary cap, so a fan might make the argument that this doesn’t have to 
be a choice. Spend! Buy all the starters and all the relievers. 
 
You can argue that the Twins artificially put a cap on their own spending, but that doesn’t change what we expect them to spend. 
 
So they will make some choices. I asked on Twitter whether fans would rather have one top-end starter or three very good relievers, and the 
vast majority of you picked the bullpen trio. 
 
I tend to agree. If there is going to be a priority in 2018 and beyond, baseball has evolved into a bullpen game. 
 
Who is out there? 
 
MLB Trade Rumors has a good list of pending free-agent starting pitchers and relievers. Guys like Jake Arrieta (Cubs) and Yu Darvish (Dodgers) 
are top-line starters, and there are other names to consider as well. In the bullpen, a guy like Wade Davis (Cubs) should fetch a lot of money but 
could be worth it. 
 
But that pool, particularly meaningful starters, will probably get pretty shallow pretty fast when free agency begins after the conclusion of the 
World Series. 
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Does a trade make sense? 
 
The Twins have assets, particularly in the middle of the infield. If, say, Derek Falvey and Thad Levine sign Brian Dozier to an offseason extension, 
could a prospect such as Nick Gordon become the centerpiece of a trade that nets a front-line starter from a rebuilding team? 
 
Is now even the time to make a big move? 
 
The questions above led to this larger philosophical question. 
 
The Twins’ move from 59 to 85 victories created a new set of expectations, but I’m not sure Falvey and Levine think it accelerated their timeline. 
 
They could stay the course and hope that such in-house candidates as Jose Berrios, Stephen Gonsalves and Co. become consistent top-end 
starters and that two or three hard throwers in the bullpen emerge or come cheaply. 
 
That said, they are also in somewhat of a competitive sweet spot. Some of their best everyday players are still bargains because they are so 
young and under financial team control. 
 
It will be fascinating to watch how it all unfolds, particularly after a relatively quiet first offseason under the new regime and a surprising 2017 
campaign. 
 
No movement yet on deal for Twins manager Paul Molitor 

La Velle E. Neal | Star Tribune | October 8, 2017  

 
Paul Molitor’s return as the Twins manager seems set, but the team made no announcement about a contract Friday. 
 
According to a source with knowledge of negotiations, the sides continue to make progress toward a multiyear deal, and there have been no 
significant hangups. Talks have expanded beyond the financial aspects of the deal to include which coaches and supporting staff in the 
clubhouse and other areas will return next season. 
 
Molitor’s three-year contract expired at season’s end. The manager and the team’s coaches had meetings Thursday with Chief Baseball Officer 
Derek Falvey and General Manager Thad Levine, and a source confirmed Molitor and the team were negotiating a new contract. 
 
There were indications the deal would not be finalized until early next week. Falvey had been tentatively set to speak to media members either 
Thursday or Friday to discuss the season, but that meeting was never scheduled in the wake of the Molitor news. 
 
The Twins were the first team to make the Major League Baseball playoffs after a 100-loss season, rebounding from a 59-103 record in 2016 to 
go 85-77 in 2017. They earned the second wild-card berth in the American League before losing to the Yankees 8-4 on Tuesday in a one-game 
playoff in New York. 
 
Molitor, 61, has a three-year record is 227-259 despite two winning seasons. The team’s 2016 led to the dismissal of GM Terry Ryan and the 
arrival of Falvey and Levine. The new regime agreed when it arrived last November that Molitor would manage the 2017 season, the final year 
of his contract. 
 
Molitor, a St. Paul native, is in the Baseball Hall of Fame after a 21-season playing career that ended with three seasons in Minnesota. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Renovated Metropolitan Club at Target Field to be open to all next season 

Rochelle Olson | Star Tribune | October 6, 2017  
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Minnesota Twins fans are going to get access to a newly renovated Metropolitan Club at Target Field next season in the largest offseason 
upgrade to the ballpark since it opened in 2010. 
 
The Metropolitan Club, on the second level in the right field corner, will now be open to all fans. 
 
In coming months, the Twins and the Minnesota Ballpark Authority, will spend a combined $15 million on renovations in and around the club, 
making it directly accessible from the main concourse. They’re also going to make it much more alluring by installing operable glass doors and 
drink rails facing the field. 
 
Since the building opened, season-ticket holders have been able to enter the club and watch the game from a porch overlooking right field. Now 
the team will add a new elevator and stairwell from the main concourse leading directly into the club. 
 
The main concourse just below the club is also going to be expanded. The space between the well-used Gates 34 and 29 has been a consistent 
congestion point in the building. 
 
The bulk of the work — $14.2 million — goes toward the Metropolitan Club renovations. The Twins will pay for most of the work, but the 
Minnesota Ballpark Authority, the public authority that oversees the building, has agreed to use up to $5 million from its capital reserve fund. 
 
“We like that our investment will fund enhancements to the building that will improve circulation and access and it will help create another 
memorable gathering space for all fans to enjoy,” authority executive director Dan Kenney said. 
 
Other enhancements in recent years included the addition of Minny and Paul’s above center field and the installation of LED lighting above the 
seats. 
 
From 2011 through 2017, the Twins have spent $18 million on ballpark improvements. The upcoming projects bring the total to $28 million. 
 
This is the largest expenditure from the ballpark’s reserve fund, bringing the total spent from there to $6.7 million. The reserve fund balance 
before these renovations is $15.5. 
 
The building is ready for work now given the Twins quick exit from the playoffs Tuesday. 
 
Hennepin County, which helped pay for the ballpark with a sales tax, created the capital improvements fund in 2007. Both the team and the 
county contribute to the fund annually. 
 
Fickle fans are quick to embrace local sports figures, and even quicker to spurn them 

Patrick Reusse | Star Tribune | October 8, 2017  

 
The passion for sports in this area has been questioned occasionally through the decades, including by me. You see 10,000 empty seats in a 
smallish Big Ten football stadium for a new coach’s conference opener and that idea can be reinforced. 
 
And then you encounter amazing sights that confirm sports has never been more important in Minnesota than in 2017: 
 
There are 37,000 tickets sold and nearly all are used for a Division III football game between St. Thomas and St. John’s at Target Field. There is a 
full-volume, capacity crowd of more than 14,000 in ancient Williams Arena to watch the local Lynx claim a fourth championship in the summer, 
12-team basketball league, the WNBA. 
 
The Gophers football stadium, TCF Bank, opened in 2009, and has been followed by Target Field (2010) for the Twins, CHS Field (2015) for the 
Saints, U.S. Bank Stadium (2016) for the Vikings, a remodeled Target Center (this month) and the soccer stadium in the St. Paul Midway (2019). 
 
The Wild’s practice facility at the top of the abandoned Macy’s building in St. Paul will open in December, and the Vikings complex, Zygiville, will 
open in Eagan next spring. 
 
One of the main fascinations in covering sports here has been to watch as fans make their decisions on important figures — sometimes without 
wavering, other times changing with the wind. 
 
My favorite recent example of wind-changing was a decade ago, when Tim Brewster came blustering into town with a vow to take the Gophers 
to Pasadena, Calif., for a Rose Bowl. 



4 

 

 
The Gophers hardcores were as fully on board with him as they are with Phillip John Fleck, although they almost universally denied that after 
Coach Brew failed. 
 
Here’s a handful of sports figures who seem to find themselves currently on the wrong side of public opinion: 
 
Derek Falvey: He shouldn’t have traded Brandon Kintzler. Agreed. He should have signed Paul Molitor to a new contract before the end of the 
season. So what? It was about a couple of coaches, not the manager. 
 
This was an unexpectedly positive season and Falvey was in charge, meaning … the kid is off to a good start. 
 
Charley Walters: Twins’ Byron Buxton to work on speed training during offseason 

Charley Walters | Pioneer Press | October 7, 2017  

 
Byron Buxton is among the fastest base runners in the major leagues. But the Twins’ center fielder said he’ll spend the offseason working on 
getting even faster. 
 
“Probably the first month-and-a-half on speed training,” he said. 
 
Buxton will work with his high school track coach in Baxley, Ga. 
 
“We’ll do a lot of technique stuff,” Buxton said. “There’s more technique now to getting faster. I’ve got to get better technique and stop being 
so outrageous as I’m running.” 
 
Outrageous? 
 
“Running wild,” he said. “When I’m running through a bag (base), my hands fly up. I have to slow myself down, keep myself in more of a stride 
and under control.” 
 
Buxton continues to maintain that Olympic runners are too fast for him to even consider Olympic competition. 
 
“They’re still too much,” he said. “As a matter of fact, I watched one the other night and I was like I’d still have no chance. Just watching those 
guys run was unbelievable.” 
 
Buxton also plans to increase strength through weight training after his speed workouts, but isn’t interested in building 18-inch biceps like 
teammates Miguel Sano and Kennys Vargas. 
 
“That’s for them — I’ll just stick to the speed part,” he said. 
 
Joe Mauer, 34, completing his 14th major league season, has just one more year, at $23 million, on his eight-year Twins contract. He said he’s 
not thinking beyond that. 
 
“That’s the furthest thing from my mind right now,” he said. “As long as I’ve been playing, I usually try to take it year by year.” 
 
Asked about the gray specks now visible in his hair, Mauer joked, “I need to cut my hair shorter.” That’s not, though, he said, why he has his hair 
cut short. 
 
“I’ve been sporting the buzz cut for a little while,” he said. 
 
Mauer, who hit .305 this season, credits St. Paul personal fitness trainer Roger Erickson for assisting with his success. 
 
“I’ve worked with him for a couple years, and he has helped me tremendously,” Mauer said. “He gets painted into a ‘stretching’ corner, but he’s 
also a strength coach. He’s very knowledgeable about the body.” 
 
Mauer is pleased that Tony Cicalello has been named new coach at Cretin-Derham Hall, where both starred in high school. 
 
“I played with Tony ever since Highland Little League days,” Mauer said. “We played traveling ball together. He was a real good ballplayer, 
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always played the game hard. I’m excited for him — he’ll do a nice job there.” 
 
Twins’ Byron Buxton played through rib pain in wild-card loss 

Mike Berardino |Pioneer Press | October 7, 2017  
 

Turns out Twins center fielder Byron Buxton had a very good reason for leaving Tuesday’s American League wild-card game at Yankee Stadium 
after three innings. 
 
According to a person with direct knowledge, team trainers initially told Buxton he could have a cracked rib after being removed due to what 
the Twins announced as “upper back tightness.” Buxton suffered the rib pain making yet another highlight catch, crashing into  the outfield wall 
to rob Todd Frazier of extra bases in the second inning of an 8-4 loss to the New York Yankees. 
 
Subsequent tests and scans of Buxton’s torso “revealed no fractures,” the Twins announced Saturday. Buxton should be able to go through his 
normal offseason training program after a period of recovery. 
 
Buxton, who played a career-high 140 games during the regular season despite injuries to his groin and left hand, stayed in Tuesday’s game for 
another eight batters defensively. He also hustled down the line to beat out a routine double-play grounder to shortstop with one out in the 
third inning, which allowed the tying run to score. 
 
Buxton then stole second base but appeared to be in some discomfort after sliding in safely. 
 
Twins manager Paul Molitor said after the game team trainers told him Buxton’s back “locked up” on the swing that resulted in the grounder 
against Yankees right-hander David Robertson in the third inning. 
 
“He just physically wasn’t able to go,” Molitor said. 
 
After the game, as he conducted clubhouse interviews for at least 10 minutes while bracing his upper back against a sidewall, Buxton admitted 
he was still in some pain. 
 
“It’s still pretty hard for me to breathe right now,” he said. “It was very tough not being able to go out there and compete every p itch in such a 
big game.” 
 
Buxton was asked if he had any regrets about throwing himself into the wall in pursuit of a single out in a winner-take-all game. 
 
“Once I picked up where the wall was and realized I was going to take a pretty good hit, I just put all my focus onto the ball and held onto the 
ball,” he said. “If you try to shield yourself, you’re going to be passive toward the ball and not as aggressive. I like to p lay this game aggressively 
and go out and have a lot of fun.” 
 
At 23, Buxton led the Twins with 5.1 wins above replacement, according to Baseball-Reference.com, while ranking behind only second baseman 
Brian Dozier among Twins players under the Fangraphs.com WAR formula (3.5). Buxton also is a strong candidate to win the first Rawlings Gold 
Glove award of his career. 
 
“If Buxton doesn’t win a Gold Glove,” Dozier said, “they should just get rid of it.” 
 
Twins, Paul Molitor in ‘holding pattern’ on new contract 

Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | October 6, 2017  

 
Contract talks between the Twins and manager Paul Molitor have entered a “holding pattern,” a person with direct knowledge said late Friday 
afternoon. 
 
According to that source, as well as another person who had been briefed on the talks, it could take until early next week to sort through the 
remaining issues. 
 
The 61-year-old Molitor, whose original three-year contract expired with Tuesday’s wild-card loss to the New York Yankees, was invited to 
return in 2018 on Thursday by chief baseball officer Derek Falvey and general manager Thad Levine. Hammering out the details of an extension, 
including any potential changes to Molitor’s coaching staff, have proven more problematic. 
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Hired in November 2014 by former GM Terry Ryan, who was fired last July, Molitor was given a year to prove himself to his new bosses after 
they took over 11 months ago. Molitor wanted to retain his entire coaching staff but saw long-time hitting coach Tom Brunansky and first-base 
coach Butch Davis fired shortly after the new regime took control. 
 
The St. Paul native and University of Minnesota product then orchestrated a 26-win turnaround that was the biggest in Twins history, ending a 
seven-year postseason absence for the franchise. 
 
While churning through a club-record 52 players, including 36 pitchers (16 starters), Molitor managed to take the Twins from 103 losses in 2016 
to 85 wins and a wild-card berth this year. He also avoided any major clashes with his new bosses, who publicly and privately made it clear they 
intended to wait until the season played out to explore continuing their partnership. 
 
“You’re talking about high-level positions,” said a baseball person closely monitoring the talks. “The GM-manager dynamic is probably the 
biggest relationship dynamic in any organization. They’ll figure it out.” 
 
Molitor’s original deal was believed to be for less than $4 million total, according to sources familiar with its framework. Ron Gardenhire, the 
Twins manager from 2002-14, made about $4 million total over his final two-year contract before being fired with a year left on his deal. 
 
While managerial contract information is often incomplete and parallels are hard to come by, it should be noted the Texas Rangers tore up first-
time manager Jeff Banister’s original below-market deal (three years plus a club option) and gave him a new contract after he oversaw a 21-win 
improvement in 2015 and was voted Al Manager of the Year. 
 
Levine, who inherited Molitor last fall, spent the previous 11 seasons working in the Rangers’ front office. Banister’s current deal is believed to 
pay him slightly less than $1 million per season. 
 
The top of the pay scale for modern managers is $6 million, the annual haul for Mike Scioscia of the Los Angeles Angels, Bruce Bochy of the San 
Francisco Giants and Joe Maddon of the Chicago Cubs. That trio has five combined World Series titles, including four of the past seven. 
 
The average player salary in the major leagues this season was $4.47 million. 
 
At the lower end of the scale is Chicago White Sox manager Rick Renteria, who just completed the first year of a three-year, $3.6 million deal. 
Renteria, who had previous managerial experience with the Cubs, reportedly will receive annual salaries of $1.1 million, $1.2 million and $1.3 
million. 
 
Molitor, who became the first hall of fame player (as elected by the Baseball Writers’ Association of America) to manage a team in the 
postseason since Bob Lemon took the 1981 Yankees to the World Series, earned more than $40 million in his 21-year playing career. 
 
According to Baseball-Reference.com, his top annual salary was $4.5 million with the Toronto Blue Jays in 1995 before finishing out his playing 
career on a three-year, $9.75 million deal with his hometown Twins. 
 
Molitor isn’t the only manager to reach this year’s postseason in the final year of his deal. Joe Girardi, finishing out his 10th season as Yankees 
manager, continues to work on an expiring contract but is expected to return after making $16 million over the past four years. 
 
The same goes for Dusty Baker, who led the Washington Nationals to their second straight division title while working on a reported two-year, 
$4 million deal. Baker’s prior deals with the Cincinnati Reds (2008-13) had reportedly averaged around $3.5 million. 
 
Baker, 68, is a three-time manager of the year who has taken four different franchises to the postseason. He was a fallback choice for the 
Nationals after the 2015 season, when talks fell apart with Bud Black after he was initially offered the job. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No setback in Paul Molitor contract talks, sides remain optimistic deal soon will be finalized 

Judd Zulgad | 1500 ESPN | October 8, 2017  
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There were reports on Thursday evening that the Twins were closing in on an agreement to bring back Paul Molitor as manager and it was 
believed an announcement could come as early as Friday. 
 
When that did not happen, it led to speculation that there might have been a setback in the negotiations. However, a source told 1500 ESPN on 
Sunday that there had been no setback in the talks and the sides remain optimistic a deal soon will be finalized. Discussions continued on 
Sunday. 
 
Molitor, who managed the Twins to a 26-win improvement in the third and final season of his contract, began negotiations on a new deal after 
the Twins lost to the Yankees on Tuesday in the American League wild card game. 
 
The Twins lost a franchise-worst 103 games in 2016, but became the first team to go from 100 losses to the playoffs this year. Molitor gets 
plenty of credit for that but he did it with new bosses running the show. 
 
Derek Falvey was hired as the Twins’ chief baseball officer and Thad Levine as general manager after Terry Ryan was fired as GM in July 2016. 
Molitor retained his job this year in large part because owner Jim Pohlad assured him he wouldn’t be fired after last year. 
 
Pohlad, however, made it clear that Falvey and Levine would decide whether Molitor stayed after this season. 
 
So why is this taking longer than some expected? Among the issues that need to be decided are how many members of Molitor’s coaching staff 
will return and also the terms of Molitor’s new contract. 
 
Twins say there’s no fracture after Byron Buxton’s latest crash into the outfield wall 

Derek Wetmore | 1500 ESPN | October 7, 2017  

 
Good news for the Twins on their star centerfielder, Byron Buxton. After having to leave the team’s final game of the season with upper back 
tightness, Buxton apparently doesn’t have any fracture, according to team spokesman Dustin Morse. 
 
That’s a sigh of relief for the Twins. Buxton spoke after Tuesday’s Wild Card game in New York about having difficulty breathing, and manager 
Paul Molitor said that he had no choice but to pull Buxton from the game 2 innings after he crashed into the outfield wall at Yankee Stadium 
making another excellent catch. 
 
Buxton underwent scans on Wednesday to get some clarity on the situation. After he made the catch, he was slow to get up, but remained in 
the game. He took his next turn at the plate, picked up an RBI, and ran the bases. 
 
But Buxton said that his back locked up on him while swinging and then again while running the bases. Molitor said that team trainers told him 
that Buxton needed to be removed. He was replaced by Zack Granite. 
 
Buxton, of course, is expected to be healthy by the start of spring training next year. And a fracture wouldn’t have necessarily altered that 
timeline. The speedster said recently that he plans to spend the winter back home with his family in Baxley, Georgia. 
 
After a couple of tough years at the plate in the big leagues, Buxton emerged as a star for the Twins this season. He’s already an elite defensive 
centerfielder, and while his overall batting line — .253/.314/.413 — doesn’t jump off the page, it includes a stretch from July 1 until the end of 
the season in which he hit .309/.358/.538 with 12 home runs and 5 triples in 260 plate appearances. He also stole 29 bases in 30 tries this year. 
Combine that with his superb ability with a glove on his hand, and that’s superstar-level production. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Twins Make Offer To Paul Molitor 

Steve Adams | MLB Trade Rumors | October 8, 2017  
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SUNDAY: Talks between the Twins and Molitor are “moving in a positive direction,” a source tells Berardino (Twitter link). 
 
FRIDAY: There’s still a chance that changes could be made to the coaching staff, Neal reports, which could be a reason the contract has yet to be 
finalized.  The two sides continued to negotiate details late yesterday evening. 
 
THURSDAY, 7:22pm: Berardino cites two sources in reporting that Molitor is weighing an offer to return to manage the team in 2018. To this 
point, there’s been no report of a multi-year offer for Molitor, and Berardino writes that there’s “still work to be done” to finalize the deal.  
 
6:33pm: Mike Berardino of the Pioneer Press tweets that nothing has been signed or formally agreed to yet, but Molitor has been asked back 
for the 2018 season. 
 
6:02pm: Paul Molitor’s three-year contract as Twins manager expired at the end of the 2017 season, but Charley Walters of the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press reports (via Twitter) that Molitor will return to manage the team under a new contract. La Velle E. Neal III of the Minneapolis Star Tribune 
hears the same and adds that indications signal the return of the Twins’ entire coaching staff as well. Chief baseball officer Derek Falvey will 
address the media tomorrow, per Neal. 
 
While a new deal for Molitor was expected by many, it wasn’t quite a given. Molitor was initially hired as the successor to longtime manager 
Ron Gardenhire, but that hire was made by former general manager Terry Ryan, who was fired from his post last year. Some speculated that 
Falvey and general manager Thad Levine may want to bring in their own candidate to take over the dugout, but Molitor will now be signed 
through at least the 2018 campaign. 
 
While the 2016 season was an unmitigated disaster, the Twins have surprised in two of Molitor’s three seasons at the helm. The 2015 club won 
83 games — a 13-game improvement over the preceding season — and was in contention for an AL Wild Card spot until the very last weekend 
of the regular season. Last year’s 103-loss campaign now looks to be largely an aberration, as Molitor’s Twins posted 85 wins and secured the 
second AL Wild Card spot this year before falling 8-4 against the Yankees. That surprising performance has positioned Molitor as one of the 
speculative front-runners for American League Manager of the Year honors. 
 
Molitor, of course, enjoyed a 21-year playing career and is among the most decorated offensive players in Major League history. The seven-time 
All-Star and four-time Silver Slugger winner finished his career with a .306/.369/.448 batting line, and his 3,319 career hits rank 10th all-time in 
MLB history. Molitor is widely praised by his former teammates and current players for his baseball intelligence, and while he may not be as 
sabermetrically inclined as some other skippers around the game, his arrival in Minnesota did prompt a much more aggressive implementation 
of defensive shifting. 
 
Overall, he’s managed the Twins to a 227-259 record in his three-year tenure, though the future looks considerably brighter in Minnesota 
following explosive second halves from young talents such as Byron Buxton, Jorge Polanco and Eddie Rosario. Those three will join a hopefully 
healthier Miguel Sano, outfielder Max Kepler and right-hander Jose Berrios in forming a long-term core that the Twins hope can lead to 
additional postseason appearances in the very near future. 
 
 
 


