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 About French Baseball Federation 

 
The French Baseball Federation trains the 

country's junior and senior national teams 

and provides clinics and training facilities for 

local recreational youth baseball programs. In 

2008, the federation constructed a lighted 

batting cage facility and practice infield to 

support the national teams, as well as the 

recreational programs, at CREPS, a multi-

sport academy in Toulouse, France. A 

Baseball Tomorrow Fund grant provided 

funding for the purchase and installation of 

the batting cage structure. Over 450 players 

benefited from this project. (www.ffbsc.org) 

In addition, the Baseball Tomorrow Fund 

awarded a $150,000 grant to the Ligue de 

Baseball Softball de Haute Normandie is one 

of the 22 regional assoications of the French 

Baseball Federation.  Its member, the Rouen 

Baseball Club, is considered the best team in 

France.  Its facilities in the Normandy region 

serve the Rouen Baseball 76 team (national 

team), local schools and the Pole France, the 

national baseball academy.  The club has 

developed a local school program serving 12 

schools and provides clinics for 450 youth 

players during holidays.  Its facility includes a 

practice infield with synthetic turf, backstop 

and lights.  Ligue de Baseball Softball de 

Haute Normandie and the Rouen Baseball 

Club used a Baseball Tomorrow Fund Grant 

to construct four covered batting cages to 

support the growth of baseball in the area.   

 

 About Boris Rothermundt 
 

Boris Rothermundt has been involved in 

sports for many years as both a player and 

coach for various organizations. Rothermundt 

pitched for the French National Team from 

1995-2003. He received French Champion 

and Vice-Champion titles during his time with 

the team. Rothermundt was actively involved 

in international competitions during his 

playing career, including the World 

Championship in Taiwan in 2001. In 1998, 

Rothermundt became the first French player 

to play NJCAA Division II college baseball in 

the United States. He attended the College of 

Marin in Kentfield, California. Outside of his 

playing career, Rothermundt served as a 

coach for various National teams in 

international competitions at both the junior 

and senior level. He was named Head Coach 

for French National in 2014. Rothermundt 

also served as manager for the Rouen Huskies 

and 18U French National Team. Currently, 

Rothermundt holds the title of Vice Director 

for France Baseball where he is in charge of 

Baseball and Softball National Teams. 

 

http://www.ffbsc.org/


 Q&A with Boris Rothermundt 

 

1. How and when did you get involved or 

become interested in baseball? 

I was a young player in the United 

States and discovered baseball at 

school. I got back in France and my 

brother created a team for me to 

continue to play. Then I was selected to 

play in the French National Team. 

2. Describe your organization’s staff 

structure (i.e. paid staff, volunteers, Board 

members.)   

The French federation has 11,000 

members with 250 clubs teams. We 

have an elected board for 4 years. We 

have 7 professional executives to try 

and develop baseball in France. Our 

goal is to help regional and local club 

teams, and select and coach the 

national 12U, 15U, 18U and senior 

baseball team and 19U and senior 

softball team. 

3. Other than your facilities, what other 

baseball facilities are available in your 

region? 

We have 2 baseball fields in our region. 

But they still don’t have the criteria to 

be national fields. We have no lights, no 

clubhouse that would help our fields to 

increase participation and create more 

events. 

4. What agencies, organizations or 

companies provide financial support to 

your organization? 

The Olympic Committee, French 

government, and Major League 

Baseball (through the national 

academy in Toulouse) help the 

federation to grow. 

5. What agencies, organizations or 

companies provide other support to your 

organization?  What type of support does 

each provide? 

The government puts 7 executives at 

disposal of the Federation. 

6. What was the biggest challenge for your 

organization during the project? 

The biggest challenges are to get the 

support from the government to invest 

and to have the support of the CREPS 

and BTF. After the project, it was also a 

challenge to make sure that the 

company understands our activity and 

our needs. 

7. What has been the most significant or 

important accomplishment of your 

organization? 

The most significant accomplishment 

would be the increase in participation 

number in France from 8,000 in 2010 

to 11,000 in 2015. 

8. How did the project affect your program? 

Locally, the project helps the club 

teams of the region to have free access 

to training facilities with lights for 

night practices. That increases the 

number of participants and the level of 

play. The project also benefited the 



national level teams and provided 15-

19 years old players in academy system 

with training sessions and quality 

facilities. 

9. What's next for your organization? 

The next goal would be to have 

clubhouse and lights for the field of 

Toulouse, which will help the clubs to 

organize and host teams and 

tournaments easily. This will also help 

baseball and softball teams in the 

training process. 

10. What message do you have for other 

baseball organizations in regions where 

baseball is relatively unknown? 

Working on a project to develop your 

facility will help you grow participants. 

The facility will allow you to host 

tournaments, host better sessions and 

dedicate more volunteers to your 

association. BTF is a wonderful 

opportunity for us to show the cities 

and regions that baseball and softball 

actually exist in France, and we have 

international support to make 

baseball/softball grow.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


