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The Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation
The Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, working throughout the 
country with Boys & Girls Clubs, P.A.L. centers, schools, and other youth serving 
organizations to serve at-risk children in America’s most distressed communities.

Founded in 2001, the Foundation is led by former Major League Baseball greats, 
Cal Ripken, Jr. and Bill Ripken, and was named in memory of their father.  The 
Foundation honors Cal, Sr.’s legacy and his philosophy that “everything you do 
in baseball you do in life, and everything you do in life you do in baseball.”  Quite 
simply, the life lessons of leadership, teamwork, sportsmanship, and a strong 
work ethic are keys to success for all young people, especially those living in 
disadvantaged circumstances.

The Foundation partners with community based organizations and law 
enforcement to provide resources, training, a character education curriculum, and 
on-site program support to mentor kids and help them reach their potential.

The Aspire Gala
Each year, the Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation hosts a one-of-a-kind annual gala.  

The event honors leaders from the fields of sports, entertainment, and business.  
This year’s Aspire Gala will continue a tradition of honoring those who are truly 
making a difference in the lives of others.  The evening includes a lively cocktail 
reception, silent auction, dinner, and program.

The 2012 Aspire Gala Co-Chairs are Robbie Callaway, Frank Kelly III, John Ryan, and 
Haywood Talcove.

Cal Ripken, Jr. with kids served by the 
Foundation

Bill Ripken teaches at campCal Ripken, Jr. teaches at camp



2012 Honorees

JAY & PATTY BAKER
Both philanthropically and professionally, Jay and Patty 
Baker have been tremendously successful.

Jay studied management and marketing at the Wharton 
School at the University of Pennsylvania (Class of 1956). 
He then proudly served in the U.S. Army (1956-1958).

After successful tenures with Macy’s, Ohrbach’s, 
Famous Barr, and BATUS, Jay became the President of 
Kohl’s in 1986. Along with outside investors, Jay led a 
management buyout of Kohl’s from BATUS. When he 
retired in 2000, the company had grown from 40 stores 
to 350 stores, with revenue growing from $280 million 
to $6 billion-plus.

Patty, who graduated from New York’s Hunter College summa cum laude in theater and art history, has a 
storied career as a Broadway producer. Her works include Legally Blonde, All My Sons, Drowsy Chaperon, 
Blithe Spirit, and Miracle Worker. In 2010, she produced Memphis, which won four Tony Awards for Best 
Musical, Best Orchestration, Best Book of a Musical, and Best Original Score. In 2011, she has produced 
Catch Me If You Can, which won a Tony for Best Actor, and Bonnie and Clyde, The Musical, which opened 
on Broadway December 1st.

Patty serves on the Board of Directors at Hunter College in New York City and chairs their theater advisory 
committee. She was recently honored by being inducted into the Hunter Hall of Fame. She also serves on 
the Board of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Both endeavors fulfill her artistic passions.

Through the years, Jay and Patty have been continually united in their commitment to giving back and 
mutual belief in the importance of education, the arts, and helping young people succeed. Together, this 
dynamic couple has been a driving force in improving communities and the lives of others.

At the Fashion Institute of Technology, in New York City, the School of Business and Technology was named 
after them. Jay is on the Board of Trustees and is Chairman of the Educational Foundation Board. Together 
they provide 40 FIT scholarships to deserving students, requiring that they all be non-smokers.

At the Wharton Business School at the University of Pennsylvania, where Jay serves on the Overseers 
Board, they endowed the Jay H. Baker Retailing Center, where students can study retail management at 
the undergraduate and graduate level. The JHB Retailing Center is also a research and global center. In 
conjunction with this program is “The Baker’s Dozen,” which provides 13 yearly scholarships to students 
from around the world; again, they all must be non-smokers.

 Jay and Patty have endowed The Patty & Jay Baker Naples Museum of Art, where Jay is Chairman. Jay also 
serves on the Board of Trustees at The Naples Philharmonic. Together they have been instrumental in the 
success of a theatre organization known as The Naples Players and, in addition, they kicked off the campaign 
for the new North Naples Community Hospital which also bears their name.

The Bakers have played an instrumental role in the growth and impact of the Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation. 
In their hometown of Naples, Florida, a Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation Youth Development Park bearing their 
name will open at the Boys & Girls Club in June 2012. Jay serves on the Foundation’s Board of Directors 
and will assume the Chairmanship role in the summer of 2012.

The Bakers are passionate supporters of programs improving the lives of underprivileged and at-risk 
children, young adults, and seniors in Collier County and throughout America. Their philanthropic 
impact cannot be understated and the Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation is proud to recognize the difference 
they have made.



2012 Honorees

MARK TEIXEIRA
New York Yankee first baseman and Baltimore 
native Mark Teixeira is one of only three major 
leaguers to reach the 30 home run and 100 RBI 
plateaus in each of the last seven seasons.  Mark 
debuted in 2003 with the Texas Rangers and 
previously played for the Atlanta Braves and 
Anaheim Angels.  He has already earned three 
Silver Slugger and four Gold Glove awards and 
helped the Yankees win the 2009 World Series.

This two-time All-Star is also making remarkable 
contributions off the field.  In 2006, he and 
his wife, Leigh, established the Mark Teixeira Charitable Foundation, which supports scholarships 
and programs encouraging youth to work together to achieve a common goal, while emphasizing 
community service.

As a member of the Harlem RBI (Reviving Baseball in Inner Cities) Board of Directors, Mark has 
personally committed $1 million to help build a state-of-the-art housing and educational facility for 
the children of Harlem RBI and its partner, DREAM Charter School.  The project will be a model of 
urban development in one of New York City’s toughest neighborhoods.

Mark also remains deeply connected to his alma maters, establishing the Nick Liberatore Memorial 
Scholarship at Mount St. Joseph’s High School in Baltimore and the Mark C. Teixeira Athletic 
Scholarship Fund at Georgia Tech.

Mark and Leigh have three children: Jack, William, and Addison.

O.J. BRIGANCE
O.J. Brigance is the only player to have won 
both a Canadian Football League and NFL 
championship in the same city, Baltimore.  He 
played football at Rice University before going 
pro in the CFL with the B.C. Lions in 1991.  In 
1995, he was an All Pro who helped lead the 
Baltimore Stallions to a Grey Cup championship.

In 1996, O.J. began a seven-year special teams 
career in the NFL.  He played four seasons with 
the Miami Dolphins before joining the Baltimore 
Ravens (2000), where he won a Super Bowl ring.  
He finished his career in 2002 as a New England 
Patriot.  In 1999, he received the NFLPA’s Unsung Hero Award for his dedication to the community.

O.J. is currently the Baltimore Ravens’ Senior Advisor to Player Development.

In 2007, he was diagnosed with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS).  He and his wife, Chanda, created 
the Brigance Brigade to raise funds to improve the quality of life of ALS patients and their families 
by providing access to vital treatment, medications, equipment, and support services.  With his 
remarkable determination to beat and help others beat ALS, O.J. is an inspiration to all.



Sponsorship Levels
HALL OF FAME $100,000+

•  Access to the VIP reception prior to the Aspire Gala and seating for ten (10) with a celebrity at one    
 of our head tables
•  A photo opportunity for you and each of your guests with Cal Ripken, Jr. (ten photo passes)
•  One (1) Cal Ripken, Jr. autographed jersey with 9 inscriptions: 1982 Rookie of the Year, 1983 AL MVP, 
    World Series Champ, 1991 AL MVP, “The Ironman,” 2632 Consecutive Games, 3184 Hits, 431 Home 
    Runs, 2007 Hall of Fame
•  One (1) Cal Ripken, Jr. autographed Orioles game model helmet
•  One (1) Bill and Cal Ripken autographed baseball 
•  Full page inside cover color ad in the Aspire program book
•  Featured on-site signage 
•  Your name or company logo featured on the Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation website and e-newsletter
•  Use of the Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation and/or Aspire logo in your advertising and on your website
•  One (1) 8”x 8” brick with company name installed in the Donor Plaza at Cal, Sr.’s Yard in Aberdeen, MD

PLATINUM $50,000 - $99,999
•  Access to the VIP reception prior to the Aspire Gala and seating for ten (10) with a celebrity at one of 
    our VIP tables
•  A photo opportunity for you and each of your guests with Cal Ripken, Jr. (ten photo passes)
•  One (1) Cal Ripken, Jr. autographed jersey with 9 inscriptions: 1982 Rookie of the Year, 1983 AL MVP, 
    World Series Champ, 1991 AL MVP, “The Ironman,” 2632 Consecutive Games, 3184 Hits, 431 Home 
    Runs, 2007 Hall of Fame
•  One (1) Cal Ripken, Jr. autographed Orioles game model helmet
•  One (1) Bill and Cal Ripken autographed baseball 
•  Full page color ad in the Aspire program book
•  Featured on-site signage 
•  Your name or company logo featured on the Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation website and e-newsletter
•  One (1) 8”x 8” brick with company name installed in the Donor Plaza at Cal, Sr.’s Yard in Aberdeen, MD

GOLD $25,000 - $49,999
•  Access to the VIP reception prior to the Aspire Gala and seating for ten (10) with a celebrity 
•  A photo opportunity for you and each of your guests with Cal Ripken, Jr.  (ten photo passes)
•  One (1) Cal Ripken, Jr. autographed Orioles game model helmet 
•  One (1) Cal Ripken, Jr. autographed screen-print, Limited Edition of 200
•  One (1) Bill and Cal Ripken autographed baseball 
•  Half page color ad in the Aspire program book
•  Your name or company logo featured on the Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation website and e-newsletter
•  One (1) 4”x 8” brick with company name installed in the Donor Plaza at Cal, Sr.’s Yard in Aberdeen, MD

SILVER $10,000 - $24,999
•  Access to the VIP reception prior to the Aspire Gala and seating for ten (10) 
•  A photo opportunity for you and three of your guests with Cal Ripken, Jr. (four photo passes)
•  One (1) Cal Ripken, Jr. autographed screen-print, Limited Edition of 200
•  One (1) Bill and Cal Ripken autographed baseball 
•  Half page black and white ad in the Aspire program book
•  Your name featured on the Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation website and e-newsletter
•  One (1) 4”x 8” brick with company name installed in the Donor Plaza at Cal, Sr.’s Yard in Aberdeen, MD
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