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EVERYONE DESERVES A SHOT.
North America’s top barter company is proud  
to partner with the Turn 2 Foundation.
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Dear Friends,
Thank you. 
I typically use this letter to reflect on the past year. Today, it is 
more fitting that I share my gratitude. 
This year, the Turn 2 Foundation celebrates its 20th anniversary. 
That is two decades of helping young people across the country 
realize their full potential. To change one life for the better is an 
amazing thing. To change thousands of lives over 20 years is an 
incredible opportunity not many are fortunate enough to have, 
and I cannot express how proud I am of what we have achieved 
together. 
Since the Turn 2 Foundation opened its doors in 1996, we have 
met thousands of promising young people in communities across 
the country. Their commitment to the values my family and the 
Turn 2 Foundation share inspires me. Their work ethic, maturity 
and optimism fill me with hope. They have given me much more 
than anything I have given them, and I am grateful for each of 
them. These young people are not simply the leaders of tomor-
row. They are leaders today. 
I long have believed that surrounding yourself with a strong sup-
porting cast is critical. This has been as true for the Turn 2 Founda-
tion as it has been for me. Each of you is part of the foundation 
upon which the success of this organization and its legacy are 
built. Our partners who work with us to develop and implement 
innovative programs and initiatives; our sponsors who give us the 
resources we need to fulfill our mission; the athletes, celebrities 
and elected officials who use their platforms to elevate our mes-
sage; our supporters who stand behind us and encourage us to 
do more; our volunteers who continue to give back long after 
they have graduated from our programs; and my sister, Sharlee, 
and her talented, hard-working staff who continue to take this 
organization to new heights.  
You all are responsible for every young person and every dream 
or goal they have achieved through the Turn 2 Foundation these 
last 20 years. We often talk about the foundation’s legacy. To have 
a legacy is to have had some sort of impact that will endure. Not 
everyone has a legacy. A legacy requires work. It is something you 
must build. The Turn 2 Foundation is your legacy as well as mine, 
and I hope you, too, are proud of that.
Finally, I’d like to give special recognition to my parents. Dr. and 
Mrs. Jeter, as many of you know them, are more than a mom and 
dad. They are role models, mentors, advocates, allies, sounding 
boards, teachers, coaches, friends and so much more. That they 
are all those things not only to Sharlee and me, but also to count-
less others, speaks volumes about the remarkable people they 
are. My parents have never sought the spotlight, but they are the 
reason the Turn 2 Foundation came to be, and the reason it con-
tinues to grow 20 years later. 
As we look ahead to the next 20 years, I thank you all for taking 
this journey with me and being part of our team. I am so excited 
for what the future holds. I hope you are, too.

Sincerely,

Derek Jeter

LETTER from the

FOUNDER

Congratulations
Turn 2 Foundation 

on your 20th anniversary
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Goldman Sachs is proud to support
the 20th Annual Turn 2 Foundation dinner
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Dear Friends,

After doing something for two decades, what can there possibly be left to 
say that you haven’t already said? When it comes to the Turn 2 Founda-
tion, it turns out that 20 years after we began, there still is so much to say. 
To me, that is incredible. 

Some people slow down as they get older, but that is never how Turn 2 
has operated. These last several months are a perfect example of that – a 
whirlwind of activity that has included some of the most memorable and 
meaningful moments in our organization’s history. 

In March, Tampa hosted the fi rst of our 2016 Turn 2 Foundation Baseball 
Clinics, where our friend Tino Martinez joined us as special guest speak-
er. The Derek Jeter Celebrity Invitational returned to Las Vegas in April, 
bringing together some of the biggest athletes and entertainers on the 
planet while contributing more than $1 million to the foundation.  

The next month, Turn 2 permanently endowed the United Negro College 
Fund/Sharlee Jeter Scholarship, and in June, we welcomed the newest 
class of Jeter’s Leaders in New York and Kalamazoo as we proudly gradu-
ated the class of 2016. 

Our Jeter’s Leaders spent the month of July preparing for the 2016 Jeter’s 
Leaders Leadership Conference, which returned to Chicago in August. 
Hosting hundreds of fellow youth leaders from around the country, the 
Jeter’s Leaders delivered on their commitment to social change as they 
have done time and again over the last 20 years. 

Later in August, my family and I brought Turn 2 back to the place we 
called home for so many years. Derek paid a special visit to the Kalamazoo 
Turn 2 Foundation Baseball Clinic before spending time with thousands 
of young people and their families from the greater Kalamazoo area at 
Derek’s Day of Play – Part of Nickelodeon’s Road to Worldwide Day of 
Play. The incredible homecoming concluded with the unveiling and dedi-
cation of the Derek Jeter Dream Court, a gift to the Boys and Girls Club 
of Greater Kalamazoo. 

Finally, in September, we returned to New York for the last of this year’s 
Turn 2 Foundation Baseball Clinics, with Derek taking advantage of an-
other opportunity to spend time with the aspiring athletes who attended. 

That brings us to our 20th Annual Turn 2 Foundation Dinner. How is that 
for staying busy? 

As I look back at these remarkable moments – and I should note, you 
can read more about each in the pages of this magazine – I am fi lled with 
pride and appreciation. When Derek and my dad started this organiza-
tion, we had no idea how deeply its mission would resonate with so many 
people. The fact that we have accomplished so much in our 20th year is a 
testament to each of you and your commitment to the Turn 2 Foundation.

There always will be more to do: more lives to touch, more challenges to 
solve, more opportunities to seize and more to give back. Our promise 
is to keep working toward those goals, and we hope we can continue to 
count on you to help us. 

For being part of the Turn 2 family all these years, and for inspiring us 
every day: thank you. 

Sincerely,

Sharlee Jeter

 LETTER from the

PRESIDENT
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Proud to Support 
Turn 2 Foundation
 
RBC Capital Markets has a proud history 
of commitment to organizations that 
improve the quality of life in the 
communities in which we live and work. 
We are pleased to support the Turn 2 
Foundation and their mission to create 
and support activities that motivate 
young people to turn away from drugs and 
alcohol and turn to healthy lifestyles.

This advertisement is for informational purposes only. RBC Capital Markets is a registered trademark of Royal Bank of Canada. RBC Capital Markets is the global brand name for the 
capital markets business of Royal Bank of Canada and its affi   liates, including RBC Capital Markets, LLC (member FINRA, NYSE, and SIPC); RBC Dominion Securities, Inc. (member 
IIROC and CIPF) and RBC Europe Limited (authorized by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and Prudential Regulation Authority). 
® Registered trademark of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under license. © Copyright 2016. All rights reserved.

rbccm.com
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When Betty Wiltshire was 14 years old, her high school 
principal at the School for Legal Studies in Brooklyn intro-

duced her to a newly created program he said offered students 
opportunities to enrich their personal and professional develop-
ment. Eager to jump into a new activity, the bright freshman ap-
plied and was accepted into the first class of the eter s eaders 
program in 1997. Little did she know at the time, this initiative 
would set the stage for her future and become her passion for 
the better part of the next two decades.

aving begun high school as a timid student  etty s e peri-
ences with the eter s eaders program pushed her to venture 
out of her comfort zone, where she forged new friendships with 
her fellow Leaders and continued to excel 
in her academics.

During her sophomore year of high school, 
etty landed her first internship with ank 

of America – her most memorable moment 
with the eter s eaders program  where 
she gained valuable experience working in 
a corporate environment. 

Throughout her four years as a Leader, Bet-
ty embraced her position as a role model in 
the community and worked hard to inspire 
her peers to make positive social change. 
When she graduated from the program 
and embarked on her next journey as a 
business major at Medgar Evers College in 
Brooklyn, she knew she was meant to con-
tinue working to fulfill urn s mission well 
beyond her high school career.

Betty immersed herself in programs that 
fostered academic excellence, social 
change, professional development and 
healthy lifestyles as a college intern for 
urn . pon graduation  she became the 

first in a series of eter s eaders alumni to oin the foundation 
as full time employees.

s a member of the urn  team  etty played a critical role in 
the growth of the eter s eaders program  overseeing its op-
eration in New York City, coordinating internships, managing 
alumni involvement and leading the New York mentoring ini-
tiative, which provided Leaders with the opportunity to mentor 
their peers.

s a former eter s eader  mentoring came natural to etty  
who says she was compelled to serve as a positive role model 

to both fellow alumni and new Lead-
ers. Whether there was a disagreement 
among peers, an important college de-
cision to be made or questions about 
career paths, students felt comfortable 
turning to Betty – someone who had 
been in their shoes – for advice. With-
out hesitation, she took them under her 
wing. he was a eader s eader.

etty s innate ability to mentor students 
and help them navigate high school – in-
cluding the daunting challenges of col-
lege and career planning – evolved into 
a strong passion for teaching. This year, 
after  years with the urn  ounda-
tion, Betty began a new and exciting 
chapter as a teacher at the Brooklyn 
School for Career Development. Today, 
she works with students between ages 

   to develop goals for the future  
explore career options and prepare for 
the workforce. 

s one of the very first eter s eaders  
Betty played a crucial role in setting the stage for the future of 
this program. er passion for this program and urn  has been 
evident in everything she s done  said harlee eter. etty has 
had a profound impact on the lives of countless young people, 
and I know she will continue to be a Leader for many years to 
come.

Turn 2 Honors 
Betty Wiltshire

2016 MVP

with 2016 MVP Award
For nearly 20 years of dedicated service to the Jeter’s Leaders Program

CAPTIONS
.   etty as a member of the original class of eter s eaders
.    etty being honored at the  eter s eaders an uet

2

As a former Jeter’s Leader 
herself, mentoring came  
natural to Betty, who says 
she was compelled to 
serve as a positive role 
model to both fellow  
alumni and new Leaders.

1

Photo Credit: Eileen Barroso/Turn 2 Foundation, Inc.
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visit atriumhealthusa.com

With more money, you’d add a wing to your 

house and hire a full-time nurse. With more 

resources, you’d master every memory retention 

trick in the book. With more skill, you’d get 

certi�ed in occupational, physical, speech and 

respiratory therapy. With more time, you’d do 

everything you possibly could to care for your 

loved ones. With Atrium, you can.

It’s the same care you’d give.

Worry less. Cherish more.

S E N I O R  L I V I N G  
o f  P A R K  R I D G E

P O S T  A C U T E  C A R E  
o f  P A R K  R I D G E

P O S T  A C U T E  C A R E  
o f  W A Y N E

P O S T  A C U T E  C A R E  
o f  W A Y N E V I E W
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presented by
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Official Ground 
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(continued)
SPONSOR LISTING

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS

20TH ANNUAL
TURN 2 FOUNDATION
DINNER
presented by

MA JOR LEAGUE
EVENTS

DEC
Enterprises
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Johanna Desrosiers  
Executive Assistant to the 
President

Johanna Desrosiers joined the Turn 
2 Foundation in October 2015 as 
the Assistant to the President and 
was promoted in September 2016 

to Executive Assistant to the President. In this capacity, 
Johanna works closely with Sharlee Jeter to manage 
Turn 2’s day-to-day operations and special events.

Previously, Johanna was the Personal Assistant to a TV 
personality and fashion designer. She also has worked 
with a wedding photojournalist to support photoshoots. 
Born in New York and raised in West Orange, New Jersey, 
she earned her bachelor’s degree in social services from 
Montclair State University. In her spare time, she enjoys 
photography, scrapbooking, outdoor activities and 
traveling.

Jonelle Stauffer
Development Coordinator 

Jonelle Stauffer joined the Turn 2 Foundation in September 
2016 as Development Coordinator. In this role, she serves 
as the primary contact in managing key relationships with 
consultants, sponsors, vendors and partners.

Prior to Turn 2, Jonelle worked at the United States Tennis Association for 
seven years. She began as an entertainment assistant, where she played a 
key role in managing annual events, celebrity appearances and administrative 
functions. During her time at the organization, Jonelle also served as a business 
operations assistant, responsible for graphic allocation, commercial trafficking 
and production summaries in the broadcast department. 

Born and raised in Midland, Michigan, Jonelle currently resides in Ossining, 
New York, and earned her bachelor’s degree in entertainment sports  
promotion management and business management from Northwood 
University. She enjoys cooking, hiking and other outdoor activities, and she 
particularly loves the fall and winter seasons. Jonelle values family, and takes 
pride in coming from a big family of five siblings and seven nieces and nephews. 

Franli Guzman  
Vice President

The Turn 2 Foundation promoted Franli Guzman to vice president in May 2016. In his new role, Franli will work closely with 
the president to lead the foundation, while overseeing all programming efforts. 

Franli joined the Turn 2 Foundation in July 2011 as Program Coordinator, and in 2015 was promoted to Program Director. 
Since joining Turn 2, Franli has played a key role in overseeing and evaluating all program operations, while also serving as 

a liaison between Turn 2 and its partners and sponsors. Franli also is integral to the planning and implementation of the annual Turn 2 Holiday 
Express, and the bi-annual Jeter’s Leaders Social Change Projects and Leadership Conferences.

Franli began his involvement with Turn 2 as a baseball coach at Camp Sussex in 2005, and continued to serve as a coach at the New York City 
Baseball Clinics from 2006 through 2010, before joining the foundation staff the following year. Prior to Turn 2, he was a Project Coordinator 
in information technology services, where he managed the full recruitment cycle of information technology professionals and field resources 
on numerous large scale projects nationwide.

Originally from the Dominican Republic, Franli currently resides in New York City and holds a degree in sociology from Stony Brook University. 
During his free time, Franli enjoys reading, watching sports and spending time with family and friends.

BEST WISHES
The Turn 2 Foundation would like to wish Betty Wiltshire the best as she moves on from her role as the New York Jeter’s Leaders Program 
Director. We thank Betty for her hard work and dedication to Turn 2 over the last 19 years – first as a member of the original class of Jeter’s 
Leaders and since 2007 as part of our team.

TURN 2 FOUNDATION, INC. 
STAFF UPDATES
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Leadership that inspires

© 2015 PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, a Delaware limited liability partnership. All rights reserved.

Being a leader take more than drive to achieve success. It 
takes dedication, courage and integrity. 
PwC's Private Company Services recognizes the inspirational 
leadership that Turn 2 Foundation provides to our youth 
helping them live healthy lifestyles and prepare for 
tomorrow.

www.pwc.com/pcs
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Proud to Support the Turn 2 Foundation
The Turn 2 Foundation is dedicated to providing a better future for generations 
to come. And so are we. In partnership with AIG, Marsh Private Client Services 
designs insurance solutions to help protect the unique lifestyles, assets, and 
legacies of successful individuals and families. 

Contact me for a complimentary personal risk analysis:  
Diane Giles • 212-345-3618 • diane.m.giles@marsh.com
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN 
CHILDREN’S LIVES SINCE

1996

TURN 2 TURNS

Since its inception, Turn 2 has awarded more than $23 
million to programs and initiatives that support its mission.

For 11 consecutive years, 100% of Jeter’s Leaders have 
attended college after graduating the program.

Since the program was created, Jeter’s Leaders have spent 
more than 400 hours mentoring children and 450 hours 
performing community service.

In the last five years, Turn 2 has placed members of the 
Jeter’s Leaders program in more than 135 paid internships.

Since 1996, Turn 2 has hosted programs, social change 
initiatives, community service projects and educational 
events in nine cities across the country.
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By Dr. Charles Jeter

I remember my initial discussion with Derek in 1996 about 
starting his foundation almost as if it was yesterday.  

My trip to Detroit from our home in Kalamazoo on June 6, 
1996 had one purpose, and that was to watch my son’s de-
but at Tiger Stadium against what long had been my favorite 
baseball team (I gave up my allegiance to the Tigers on June 
1, 1992: the day the Yankees drafted Derek).  His mom would 
be joining us the next day for the start of the series that even-
ing, but I arrived a night early and planned to enjoy some 
quality father-son togetherness over pizza in his room.  Derek 
had made us all proud throughout his four years in profes-
sional baseball, but to see him that season reach the pinnacle 
of his profession – becoming the starting shortstop of the New 
York Yankees – was something I can’t put into words.

Instead of the casual conversation I anticipated that night, 
Derek told me he wanted to follow in the footsteps of his idol, 
Dave infield  and start a foundation that would allow him to 
personally give back to the community. 

After our discussion in Detroit, I was extremely proud of him 
for wanting to set up his own charitable organization. But I 

remember also being somewhat apprehensive. Derek asked 
me to lead what he stated would be our family foundation, 
and although I was overseeing his business team, none of us 
had e perience getting a nonprofit off the ground. It seemed 
like a daunting task.

As Derek and I continued to talk, my initial apprehension 
eased. He set the basic tenets early on, identifying a mission 
of helping young people reach their full potential with a focus 
on promoting healthy lifestyles. He made it clear he wanted 
to be actively involved, and he wanted our family to be ac-
tively involved as well. He wanted to ensure that his business 
endeavors directly supported the foundation’s efforts. And he 
identified the three areas where he wanted to give back  ala-
mazoo, where he grew up, New York City, where he worked, 
and Tampa, where he lived. 

hat discussion in the spring of  was the first of many we 
had over the years. 

y first ob assignment from Derek as president of the urn  
Foundation was to draft a mission statement, organizational 

1 2
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chart and standard operating procedures.  With few resources, 
I turned to Derek s mom and a couple of family friends for as-
sistance. Dot and I worked with Dr. unyadi and his wife ane 
for several weeks in the living room of our home in Kalamazoo 
to develop what we thought we needed to successfully launch 
Derek s foundation. Casey Close  Derek s agent  guided us 
through the process of setting up the accounting, legal and 
marketing infrastructure. hen finally  after what seemed like 
countless meetings, we presented Derek with our recommen-
dations. To my relief, he approved, and the rest is history.

Our plans for the urn  oundation have evolved over the 
years. However, our goal of making the foundation both pro-

fessional and impactful has not changed in the  years since 
inception.  n advertisement we created early on for urn  
stated that this was no mom and pop  operation  and that 
re ected how we envisioned Derek s foundation.

Thinking about the formal kick-off event for the foundation 
in our hometown of Kalamazoo brings back such a range of 
memories and emotions. e ll never forget that day. e were 
short-staffed, which was making registration move along slow-
ly. hankfully  several attendees who were Dot s coworkers at 
the p ohn Company saw we were struggling to keep up and 
offered their assistance. fterwards  the foundation s account-
ant locked the donations we received from memorabilia sales 
in a briefcase and drove them all the way to Cleveland in his 
car  to deposit in the urn  bank account. In the end  the 
event raised appro imately  which was unbelievable. 
We were all beaming with pride.

Our first golf event followed not long after. e raised  
and I remember us all walking on air thinking about the many 
young people we would be able to assist because of the suc-

cess of these events. We had no idea how much they would 
grow years later. 

y daughter harlee s initial involvement in the urn  ounda-
tion began during her senior year at Kalamazoo Central High 
chool. harlee and her best friend  im tkins  arr immy 

at the time  were given the task of contacting e ecutives at 
some corporations and other organizations in the hopes they 
would purchase tables at one of our events. The head of one 
ma or company was so impressed with harlee s ability to get 
through to him personally, that he listened to her explain what 
we were attempting to do and purchased a table to support 
the foundation.  harlee is now the president of urn  and 

Kim – who worked for a number of years as an early employ-
ee of the organi ation  is now a member of the foundation s  
Resource Council.

Of course, the foundation has given me the opportunity to 
work with both of my children and see them mature over the 
years. I have worked with Derek since  and harlee since 

 first in her work as a volunteer  then as a member of the 
Board of Directors and then in the various roles she occupied 
after graduating from Spelman College, before eventually 
pushing me out as resident in .

It is amazing to me how the roles of parents and their chil-
dren can reverse as time passes.  Derek and Sharlee, through 

3 4

CAPTIONS
.  Derek and Dr. eter at the th nnual urn  oundation Dinner  
.  Derek with his role model  Dave infield  who inspired him to

establish urn 
. Dr. eter at a eter s eaders amily Dinner at lanet ollywood  
.  Derek  ichael ordan  Derrick rooks  arren app and

hmad ashad at the  Derek eter Celebrity Golf Classic in ampa

Photo Credit: Eileen Barroso/Turn 2 Foundation, Inc.
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their work with the foundation and in their personal lives, have 
started teaching valuable lessons to others. Both have ech-
oed the sentiment that part of what drives them to do good 
things and be good people is a desire not to disappoint Dot 
and me. I would say that now it has transitioned to the point 
where it is Mom and Dad always trying not 
to disappoint them – always wanting to put 
our best foot forward and assisting in their 
efforts to make a difference.

After our initial beginning in our home-
town, we received a warm welcome from 
the people of New York City. I recall when 
we were first getting the foundation up 
and running in New York, staying at my 
sister-in-law Julie’s home in New Jersey 
and using her stick shift car to drive into 
the city to meet with individuals involved 
in the non-profit world there. In those early 
days, I was able to meet some wonderful 
people who are still involved with the foun-
dation, including David Addams, who has 
been a member of our Resource Council 
since 1997, and Julie Connors, who has 
been a member of the Resource Council 
since 2003. It was also at that time that I met Dennis Walcott, 
who had already enjoyed a distinguished career in education, 
and was the president of the New York Urban League. Dennis 
was instrumental in assisting with the start of the Jeter’s Lead-
ers program.  

Our introduction into fundraising in Tampa began in Derek’s 
backyard. We were fortunate to build a relationship with Glenn 
Zito, general manager of Avila Golf & Country Club, where 
Derek lived at the time. Our first Golf Classic was born soon 
after, and marked the launch of many partnerships to come.

This summer, we celebrated 20 years of 
giving back in our hometown of Kalama-
zoo.  I had the opportunity to be a part of 
three outstanding events that really sum-
marized the foundation’s existence over 
the last two decades. Derek was there with 
his new wife, Hannah, and Sharlee was 
there with her son, Jalen. Mom and Dad 
– we were thrilled to be along for the ride. 

Derek and Sharlee hosted a couple of 
events – one was co-sponsored by Nick-
elodeon and the Turn 2 Foundation with 
the mayor of Kalamazoo in attendance. 
The event was designed to bring families 
together to enjoy a fun time outdoors right 
in their community. As I walked around that 
day, I saw some of the young people that 
had grown up with Sharlee and Derek at 

the event with their children. A former high school teammate 
of Derek introduced me to his daughter, who wants to be a 
Jeter’s Leader when she is eligible next year. That is the kind 
of thing that makes me so proud.

“I remember us  
all walking on air 
thinking about the 
many young people 
we would be able 
to assist because of 
the success of these 
events. We had no 
idea how much  
they would grow 
years later.”

5 6

2 0  Y E A R S  O F  P R I D E
EVOLUTION
THE

22  |  Turn 2 Foundation, Inc.  | Fall 2016



 
 

The second event was one that brought together a number of 
the people we have worked with over the last  years in ala-
ma oo. he dedication of the Derek eter Dream Court  with 
young kids from the Boys and Girls Club on hand along with 
Bob Ezelle, its retiring executive director and “Mr. Extra-ordi-
nary  in his service to the community  was a special moment. 

he urn  oundation has worked with r. ell for nearly 
our entire e istence.  o me  the event demonstrated urn s 
commitment to the community by partnering with a pillar of 
the community.  To have the superintendent of Kalamazoo 
Schools present, and to be able to work with a former athlete 
of the caliber of Nancy Lieberman – whose Nancy Lieberman 
Charities helped make this project possible – made it all the 
more memorable.  

The events in Kalamazoo, where it all began, were fantastic. 
The old adage, that being appreciated by your hometown 
people is special, is absolutely true. To witness Derek and 
Sharlee speak to the entire community of Kalamazoo – espe-
cially its young people  was magical. he C  showed 

by the entire community was heartwarming. And to have my 
grandson there at each event, interacting with everyone from 
the kids of the oys and Girls Club to the eter s eaders and 
alumni – knowing that he has already asked his mother if he 
could become a eter s eader  made an old grandpa emo-
tional with frozen tears.

Without the help of countless individuals and organizations 
over the years, including our Resource Council, Board mem-
bers  business team  the ew ork ankees  Derek s many cor-
porate partners  our countless volunteers  urn  staff  friends 
and family, our efforts would have fallen short.

I believe that we have made an impact on the lives of many 
young people  and for that I am proud.  roud that  years 
ago  my son stated he wanted to start a oundation like his 
role model and wanted to be a role model himself, and proud 
that two decades later  his urn  oundation  our urn  
oundation  is still going strong.

CAPTIONS
.    Dr. eter with eter s eaders Danny olanco and etty iltshire at  

the th nnual urn  oundation Dinner  
.    he eter family with kids from the urn  s baseball team in  

ashington eights  
.   Derek with children at the  urn  oliday press
.   Derek with  eter s eaders at the  urn  oliday press

Photo Credit: Eileen Barroso/Turn 2 Foundation, Inc.
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“It is amazing to me how the roles of  
parents and their children can reverse as 
time passes. Derek and Sharlee, through 
their work with the Foundation and in 
their personal lives have started teaching  
valuable lessons to others.”
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MOVADO CONGRATULATES THE TURN 2 FOUNDATION
FOR 20 YEARS OF INSPIRING WORK ON BEHALF

OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS. WE ARE PROUD
TO SUPPORT YOUR LIFE-CHANGING PROGRAMS.
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Caric is passionate about continuing his role as a Leader, and is 
determined to help young people overcome challenges they may 
face by sharing the fundamental Turn 2 values with others.

DAVID CISSE
John Jay College
David Cisse is a graduate of KIPP NYC College 
Preparatory in the Bronx and attends John Jay 
College. He is majoring in criminal justice to 
pursue his goal of becoming the Commissioner 
of the New York Police Department (NYPD).

The Jeter’s Leaders alumnus immersed himself in criminal justice work 
during high school, by shadowing the Commanding Officer at the 
32nd Precinct and serving as a Captain for the NYPD Explorers. David 
graduated high school with honors, and also received a scholarship 
through APPLE Corps at John Jay College. He plans to join the NYPD 
Cadets as well as the Lambda Upsilon Lambda Fraternity during 
college.
To David, leadership is all about teamwork. He says the Jeter’s 
Leaders program taught him a true leader is someone who embraces 
the opinions and ideas of others, and works well in groups. According 
to David, every aspect of the program will help him in the next phase 
of his life. He notes the Turn 2 Foundation provided him with various 
opportunities that allowed him to venture out of his comfort zone, 
which will help him achieve success in his future endeavors.
David is grateful for his experiences in the program, which helped 
shape the individual he is today. “Without the Turn 2 Foundation, 
I wouldn’t be the person I am today because they helped me 
continuously grow as a leader and as a person.”

JOEL DE JESUS
Syracuse University
A graduate of KIPP NYC College Preparatory 
in the Bronx, Joel De Jesus attends Syracuse 
University and is studying entrepreneurship 
and emerging enterprises. He has dreams of 
pursuing a career as an accountant, marketing 
manager or CEO of his own company.

From playing football, ultimate Frisbee and volleyball, to being active 
in student government, Joel enjoyed participating in a number of 
sports and extracurricular activities during high school and plans 
to become involved in similar programs at Syracuse University. The 
Jeter’s Leader alumnus also received several college scholarships for 
his dedication to achieving academic excellence, through the Higher 
Education Opportunity Program (HEOP) and the State of New York.
When reflecting on his four years with the Jeter’s Leaders program, 
Joel says he formed strong friendships with his fellow Leaders that will 
last well beyond high school.
He explains how his experiences with the Turn 2 Foundation taught 
him valuable professional and personal skills, including public 
speaking and leadership, and also provided him with opportunities 
to learn how he can help others and make a positive impact in his 
community.

ASHLEY ALBA
Sienna College
Born and raised in Brooklyn, Ashley Alba is 
a graduate of the High School for Health 
Professions and Human Services, and is 
currently studying chemistry at Siena College. 
Ashley would like to open her own dental 
office and is also determined to become a top-
ranked dentist in New York.

Ashley was a member of the National Honors Society during high 
school, and dedicated much of her time to an array of community 
service activities. She worked with blind and hearing-impaired 
patients while volunteering with the New York Eye and Ear Infirmary 
of Mount Sinai, and also completed volunteer work with the Brooklyn 
Hospital Center. Ashley was recognized by her high school for her 
tremendous work in her community, and she received a high honors 
certificate for her outstanding GPA. The Jeter’s Leaders alumna was 
also awarded a college scholarship from the Turn 2 Foundation. 
Ashley would like to start a Zumba class at Siena College to teach her 
fellow classmates the art of Latin dancing, while encouraging others 
to maintain a healthy lifestyle. 
Through the Jeter’s Leaders program, Ashley says she learned the 
importance of communication and networking, and the instrumental 
role these tools play in achieving professional success. She especially 
enjoyed the leadership meetings with Turn 2 staff, which allowed her 
to come out of her shell, voice her opinion, and ultimately become 
a positive role model to her peers. Ashley describes the community 
service projects as some of her favorite memories with the program, 
as she was able to have an impact on other young people across the 
country.
She believes “the influence and impact you have on others is the true 
definition of leadership.”

CARIC APPLETON
SUNY Potsdam
A graduate of Bedford Academy High School 
in Brooklyn, Caric Appleton attends SUNY 
Potsdam to study education and pursue 
his goals of working in the Department of 
Education and becoming a high school 
principal.

Caric participated in a variety of extracurricular activities throughout 
high school, including The Boy Scouts of America, step, and steel 
pan orchestra. He was also awarded the Police Athletic League 
Scholarship for achieving academic excellence and personal growth. 
In college, the Jeter’s Leader alumnus plans to join the Caribbean 
American Club, the Black Student Alliance and other programs that 
foster diversity.
Among his favorite memories with the Turn 2 Foundation, Caric is 
especially fond of the 2013 Jeter’s Leaders Leadership Conference, 
where he formed strong bonds with the New York and Kalamazoo 
Jeter’s Leaders. He says his four years in the program taught him how 
to speak confidently in front of large groups, as well as important 
morals – including trust and respect – that he abides by in his 
everyday life.

N E W  Y O R K
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MERRY PEÑA
Pace University
Born and raised in the Bronx, Merry Peña is a 
graduate of High School for Violin and Dance, 
and is currently studying Liberal Arts at Pace 
University. She has goals of pursuing a career 
in social work, as a community affairs officer, 
in special education or as a primary education 
teacher. 

Merry was involved in dance during high school, and plans to 
continue to follow her passion in the future. She also participated in 
the NYPD Explorers Program for five years, forging new relationships 
with people who she now describes as family. As a freshman in 
college, Merry plans to return to the Explorers Program to offer 
advice to future Explorers and help them gain a valuable experience, 
as she did.
The Jeter’s Leaders alumna describes her first Service Project 
in Washington D.C. in 2012 as a rewarding experience that 
demonstrated the true meaning of leadership and the significance of 
making positive social change. When describing her fellow Leaders, 
Merry references Derek’s life lesson that focuses on the importance 
of having a strong supporting cast. As she is experiencing a new 
environment during her first year of college, she knows she will 
always have support from the Jeter’s Leaders.
“Personally, I’ve gained a family full of motivating, inspiring and 
hilariously loving individuals,” said Merry. “Jeter’s Leaders is a truly 
an amazing program. The team behind this program is able to shape 
young people into the leaders of tomorrow, which I think is unheard 
of anywhere else.”

MARIAH PERDOMO
Siena College
Born and raised in the Bronx, Mariah Perdomo 
is a graduate of NYC Museum School in New 
York City and attends Siena College. She is 
studying science, and has goals of becoming 
a pediatrician, anthropologist, or biology or 
history teacher.

Mariah participated in softball and pep squad during high school, 
and plans to join intramural softball, Zumba and clubs that foster 
community service and culture in college. In addition to extracurricular 
activities, she was awarded with the Presidential Scholarship at Siena 
for her dedication to her academics.
Among many memorable moments with the Turn 2 Foundation, 
Mariah recalls the 2013 Jeter’s Leaders Leadership Conference as her 
favorite memory. She says her fellow Leaders worked as a team to put 
together a successful conference, and explains how it was rewarding 
to see the impact they had on participants. Mariah also describes the 
Conference as the beginning of long-lasting friendships.
From public speaking exercises, to mentoring, to conferences, to 
service projects and college tours, Mariah says she is grateful for the 
opportunities that allowed her to grow as a leader. She describes 
the Turn 2 staff as a second family, and explains how these mentors 
showed her the positive outcomes of hard work, motivating her to 
further her education.

When it comes to leadership, Mariah believes true leaders strive to 
make a difference. The Jeter’s Leaders alumna says she is passionate 
about community service, and would like to travel the world, learn 
about different cultures and have a positive impact on the lives of 
others.

ARIEL RODRIGUEZ 
Siena College 
Ariel Rodriguez is a graduate of Benjamin N. 
Cardozo High School in Queens, and currently 
attends Queens College to study computer 
science. He has goals of pursuing a career as 
a software developer, computer engineer or 
database administrator. 

Throughout high school, Ariel enjoyed participating in various 
extracurricular activities that allowed him to stay active and meet 
new people, including the Rock Club, Chess Club and Key Club, and 
he is eager to join new programs during college.
Reflecting on his four years with the Jeter’s Leaders program, Ariel 
describes his fellow Leaders as a second family and says he will cherish 
the memories they shared. He asserts that the Turn 2 Foundation 
taught him valuable public speaking skills, which helped him gain 
confidence when speaking in front of large groups.
To Ariel, leadership is all about determination – a quality that suits the 
Jeter’s Leaders alumnus, who has dreams of working his way up to 
the top of a company one day.
“The Jeter’s Leaders program is directly responsible for who I am 
today,” he explains. “The knowledge and experience I have gained 
through these four years will last me a lifetime.” 

ALISA SULTAN
Wheaton College
Born and raised in the Bronx, Alisa Sultan is 
a graduate of Manhattan Center for Science 
and Mathematics, and is studying business at 
Wheaton College. Her dream careers include 
working in advertising and establishing her 
own cosmetic line.

During high school, Alisa participated in cheerleading and plans to 
remain active in the sport in college. One of her favorite memories 
with the Jeter’s Leaders program was having the opportunity to 
experience college life by spending three weeks at the University of 
California at Los Angeles (UCLA) through Summer Discovery.
The Jeter’s Leaders alumna credits the Turn 2 Foundation for helping 
her transform from a timid eighth grade student into the confident 
young adult she is today. Alisa says the program taught her valuable 
personal and professional skills that she will utilize during college, 
including communication, time management, organization and 
leadership.
“I’ve watched myself grow into the adult I am today,” she says. 
“Whether it was walking on the field at Yankee Stadium to represent 
Derek Jeter or flying to Texas for college tours, I’ve truly been blessed 
and grateful for everything.” 
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MACEY CAFFREY
Michigan State University
Macey Caffrey grew up in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan and attended Parchment 
High School. She is studying studio 
art and psychology at Michigan State 
University to pursue her dream of 
becoming an art therapist.

With a passion for art and design, Macey in high school enrolled 
in an advanced 2D and 3D art Education for the Arts program, 
and participated in four Kalamazoo Art Hops. Her artwork was 
featured in an area-wide high school show.
Macey says the Jeter’s Leaders program provided her with the 
tools she needed to create a resume and land two internships. 
She also thanks the Turn 2 Foundation for helping her gain self-
confidence and venture out of her comfort zone, which has 
allowed her to network and meet new people during college. 
She expresses that the Turn 2 Foundation has helped mold the 
person she is today, and she refers to her fellow Leaders as a 
second family. “Personally, I found a second family. A group 
of people that I know I can go to for anything and a group of 
people that I know will support me no matter what.”

DAYLIN MCCANTS
Grand Valley State 
University
Daylin McCants grew up in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan and is a graduate of 
Kalamazoo Central High School. The 
Jeter’s Leaders alumnus currently 
attends Grand Valley State University, 
where he is majoring in criminal justice 
and minoring in social change. 

During his time in high school, Daylin was involved in an array of 
extracurricular activities, including marching band, cross country 
and volunteer work. When reflecting on his four years with the 
Jeter’s Leaders program, he says he cherishes his memories 
with his fellow Leaders, who quickly became family. His favorite 
moment was bonding with the New York Jeter’s Leaders during 
spring break of his freshman year. 
Daylin is grateful to have received guidance, support and 
mentoring from a number of individuals – from various guest 
speakers to Turn 2 staff and advisors – and asserts that these 
programs helped him become the individual he is today.
Daylin believes Leadership is about dedication, and he thanks 
the Turn 2 Foundation for providing him with opportunities to 
learn, travel to different cities and grow both personally and 
professionally. As he looks ahead, he says his goal in life is to be 
happy and live every moment to the fullest.
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LUIS MORALES
Western Michigan 
University
Luis Morales grew up in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, and is a graduate of Loy 
Norrix High School. He is studying 
occupational therapy at Western 
Michigan University to achieve his 
dream of opening his own practice 
and helping children with disabilities.

The Jeter’s Leaders program taught Luis valuable skills that he 
feels he will carry with him throughout college and well into the 
future. He explains how the program helped him focus and forge 
a path to a successful life.
His favorite memories with the Turn 2 Foundation are the trips 
with his fellow Leaders, whom he describes as a second family.
Luis says leadership is about respect, and he is proud to wear the 
number 2 on his shirt. He expresses that is he truly grateful for 
his experiences with the Turn 2 Foundation. “Jeter’s Leaders is 
an amazing program and I am thankful for everything they have 
done for me.”

TAYLOR SAYERS
University of Michigan
Born and raised in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, Taylor Sayers is a graduate 
of Parchment High School and attends 
the University of Michigan. She is 
studying behavioral science with a 
minor in criminology, to accomplish her 
goal of pursuing criminal psychology.

In high school, Taylor participated in the Youth Substance Abuse 
Task Force and volunteered with the Phase Up Group of Western 
Michigan. She also won the STAR Award for Youth Volunteering 
in Kalamazoo County. Taylor is continuing her legacy as a Jeter’s 
Leader during college by joining extracurricular groups that 
exemplify values similar to the Turn 2 Foundation.
From improving her interviewing skills to learning how to navigate 
college, Taylor has grown tremendously with the program. She 
credits the Jeter’s Leaders for enabling her to come out her shell, 
engage in new experiences and focus on her health.
Through her professional career, Taylor’s goal in life is to empower 
others to find what is important to them and learn how to better 
themselves. 
Taylor asserts that the program has truly made a difference in 
her life, and she wishes all young people could share similar 
experiences. “It seems unreal that I was blessed with this many 

2016 JETER’S LEADERS GRADUATES
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caring and supportive people and opportunities. I can’t imagine 
how different my life would have been without the Jeter’s 
Leaders,” she says. “I wish every kid could have the chance to 
experience something of this level because it truly pushed me 
to grow.”

JAELON SMITH
Wayne State University
Born and raised in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, Jaelon Smith is a graduate 
of Kalamazoo Central High School and 
attends Wayne State University. He 
is studying music and technology, to 
pursue his dreams of working in the 
music industry and owning his own 
production company. 

In high school, Jaelon took on the role of video coordinator 
for the school’s basketball team and was also responsible for 
controlling sound in the auditorium. He plans to jump into 
new extracurricular activities during college, from sports to 
community service programs.
Jaelon says the Jeter’s Leaders program provided him with 
the opportunity to experience different cultures by traveling 
to various cities across the country. He also learned how to 
communicate professionally and network, which is a skill he 
acquired while attending events through the program.
When it comes to the meaning of true leadership, Jaelon believes 
it is defined by character. He is grateful for the Turn 2 Foundation, 
and thanks the organization for helping him become the leader 
he is today.

LAUREN THORPE
Spelman College
Lauren Thorpe grew up in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, and is a graduate of 
Kalamazoo Central High School. 
She attends Spelman College in 
Atlanta, Georgia, and is studying 
public relations, theatre and dance. 
Lauren’s goal is to own her own public 
relations agency, and she would like to 

create more opportunities for talented people in Kalamazoo by 
representing up-and-coming athletes and public figures.
In high school, she took part in theatre and dance, and won 
the Dr. Lewis Walk Social Justice Award for her outstanding 
commitment to social change in school and throughout her 
community. 
When reflecting on her favorite memories from the Jeter’s 
Leaders program, Lauren is especially fond of the times when the 

Kalamazoo and New York Leaders Jeter’s Leaders were together. 
She recalls these get-togethers as very special moments, where 
the Leaders connected and learned from one another. 
The Jeter’s Leaders program taught Lauren important 
organizational skills and how to network with others. She also 
learned to improve her public speaking, and is now confident 
when performing for groups larger than 100 people. 
Lauren thanks the Jeter’s Leaders program for providing her 
with valuable opportunities that she didn’t think were possible 
before. “I honestly don’t think that I would be the strong woman 
that I am today without the love and support from the Leaders 
and staff,” she says. “This program has opened doors for me and 
my family.”

LEAH TODD
Kalamazoo College
Born and raised in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, Leah Todd is a graduate of 
Kalamazoo Central High School and 
attends Kalamazoo College. She is 
interested in studying mathematics, 
physics or ophthalmology, and would 
like to pursue a doctorate as well.

In high school Leah was enrolled in the National Honors Society 
and was also involved in several extracurricular activities, 
including Next Level Performance Volleyball. The Jeter’s Leaders 
alumna is continuing to pursue the sport at Kalamazoo College.
Leah says the Jeter’s Leaders program played a tremendous 
role in boosting her self-confidence, improving her grades and 
shaping her plan for the next four years at Kalamazoo College.
She expresses that the Turn 2 Foundation provided her with 
both personal and professional opportunities to build a healthy, 
successful future, and she is grateful for the organization and 
its programs that foster leadership development, academic 
achievement and social change. 
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YEARS

Congratulations

P R O U D  G R O U N D  T R A N S P O RTAT I O N  S P O N S O R

Exemplifying Excellence &
Providing Opportunities for Our Kids
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Congratulations!
Luvo is thrilled to celebrate the  

20th year of the Turn 2 Foundation.
LUVOINC.COM

Congratulations!

	  
	  
	  

Zachary  Shuster  Harmsworth  and  Kuhn  Projects  
are  deeply  proud  of    

Derek,  Sharlee,  and  the  Jeter  family.  
	  

	  
	  

	  

L I T E R A R Y  A G E N C Y

TM
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You could hear a pin drop as the 
hundreds of youth leaders as-
sembled and listened to the 

words coming from the stage. “We are 
not products of our environment. We 
are products of our e pectations.

ost of the audience at the IC o-
rum nodded their heads as motiva-
tional speaker es oore finally put 
to words what, on some level, they 
already knew. It was one of count-
less lessons shared over the course of 
four days in ugust at the  eter s 
Leaders Leadership Conference Pre-
sented by Goldman Sachs – an event that brought together 

 high school students who have spent their lives e ceed-
ing expectations.   

he eter s eaders eadership Conference C  brought 
together youth leadership programs from across the country 

at the niversity of Illinois at Chicago  
which also was the site of the event in 

. Organi ed and hosted by high 
school students from the eter s ead-
ers program, the conference kicked off 
on Monday, August 8, and featured 
workshops, team-building activities 
and community service work intended 
to educate, motivate and entertain par-
ticipants as they continue through high 
school and prepare to enter college. 

Exploring a wide range of important 
topics – including bullying, relation-
ships, professional development, 

healthy food and movement, drug and alcohol awareness, 
and cultural diversity  the eter s eaders designed a series 
of engaging, interactive programs that fostered critical think-
ing, real discussion and teamwork as participants sought to 
find solutions to the challenges young people face today.

“Our Jeter’s Leaders are  
exceptional students who  
exemplify what it means to  
be a true leader in their  
communities and beyond, 
and we are incredibly 
proud of their tremendous 
efforts this week.”  
- Sharlee Jeter

Derek and his team prepare to assemble 170,000 
meals at the 2016 Jeter’s Leaders Leadership 
Conference.

Jeter’s Leaders:

Photo Credit: Eileen Barroso/Turn 2 Foundation, Inc.

Leadership Conference Returns to Chicago
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“We are not products 
of our environment. 
We are products of 
our expectations.”
-Wes Moore

he eter s eaders eadership Conference brings togeth-
er some of the brightest students from across the country, 
empowering them to reach their full potential and make 
positive change in their communities and beyond  said 
Derek. “The leadership and maturity these young people 
have demonstrated, and the hard work they have put into 
making this a success  are inspiring.  

On Tuesday, August 9, Derek and the New York and Kalamazoo 
eter s eaders listened to es oore s inspiring story  before 

kicking off a service project in partnership with Goldman Sachs 
Community eamworks. s part of he ack hack s eed the 

unnel arty  Derek oined the youth participants in packaging 
thousands of nutritious meals for individuals in need. Chicago 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel was on hand to help the students – in-
cluding appro imately  from the host city  achieve their 
ambitious goal of packaging more than  meals  which 
were delivered to he Chicago Greater ood Depository. 

ayor manuel later addressed the C participants  thank-
ing them for their service and the positive example they set for 
others in their communities. He also expressed his gratitude 
for the urn  oundation.

I would like to thank Derek eter for bringing the urn  
oundation to Chicago and providing our youth with essential 

opportunities to develop leadership skills and good habits by 
serving and impacting their communities  said ayor ma-
nuel. “We always say that an investment in our youth is an 
investment in our city s future  and by making meaningful e -
periences like these available to Chicago s youth we will help 
them realize their full potential and prepare them to become 
leaders of tomorrow.

Chris Keogh, region head of Private Wealth Management for 
Goldman achs re  ected on the relationship the compnay has 
had with urn  spanning several eadership Conferences. 

e are honored with our association with the eter eaders 
Program. Our relationship dates back over a decade and we 
have proudly watched these kids complete the program and 
go on to college with the leadership skills necessary to suc-

Jeter’s Leaders:
SPOTLIGHT

“Learn it, Live It, Give It”
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ceed.  e are now e cited to have welcomed four eters 
Leaders alumni to Goldman Sachs.  Our partnership with 
urn  is shared with our clients  our fi rm s leadership and our 

people.

his year s conference marked the third time the urn  
oundation convened youth in Chicago for this biannual 

event. The conference returned this year after receiving a 
strong turnout by Chicago s youth in recent years. he suc-
cess of the program is attributed to its leadership work-
shops, which provide youth an opportunity to learn more 
about areas of interest, and the community service aspect, 
which allows them to give back to their community.

he eter s eaders eadership Conference is a testament 
to the potential of young people, and we are grateful to 
Goldman Sachs for helping provide them with this plat-
form  said harlee eter  president of the urn  oun-
dation. Our eter s eaders are e ceptional students who 
exemplify what it means to be a true leader in their com-
munities and beyond, and we are incredibly proud of their 
tremendous efforts this week.  

his year s Conference is particularly special to me  as it 
is part of the urn  oundation s th anniversary  added 
Derek. “And as we celebrate this milestone and look ahead 
to the ne t  years  I know these students will build upon 
our legacy well into the future.

Derek speaks to attendees of the 2016 JLLC 
about how they will bring social change to their 
communities

Jeter’s Leaders share their reflections on 
the 2016 JLLC as the conference draws to 
a close
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Proudly supports the TURN 2 
Foundation

www.haddad.com | 212.630.3100 | info@haddad.com

and
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ClearInsure Agency, We provide insurance 
coverages to protect you and your business 
but that is not what we sell,  our value is the 
Administration & Risk Program we deliver to 
prevent the loss from ever happening  

We are proud to be associated
with the The Jeter Family & the 
entire Turn2 Foundation

Congrats on 20 Years!

 WWW.GETCLEARINSURE.COM

Call us at (866) 579-0778 X101

20thMagazineFINAL_Interior.indd   36 9/28/16   2:39 PM



Turn 2 Foundation, Inc.  | Fall 2016  |  37

Celebrating 20 years of commitment 
promoting healthy lifestyles for our 
nation’s youth, Sprint honors the 
Derek Jeter Turn 2 Foundation for 
their dedication.

sprint.com

Honoring those that  
make a di� erence.
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C H I L D H O O D
President Obama
Well if you met me when I was 10, the fi rst thing you’d think is, He’s 
fat, which nobody believes now.

Derek
Chubby?

President Obama
Yeah I was husky and I was kind of a smart-alecky kid. I was living 
in Hawaii at the time and there weren’t that many black kids there. 
So part of what I was trying to fi gure out at 10 years old was what 
kind of role models do I have for myself because my father wasn’t 
with us, and I think that’s probably part of the reason why I became 
so interested in mentorship programs ... also trying to get it right as 
a dad. 

Derek
Who were your role models?

President Obama
Well, Dr. J, I had a big poster. You know, he had a big ’fro and he’s 
coming in … Walt Frazier on the Knicks, Shaft … I’m dating myself. 
And I loved — even at that age — I loved Dr. King. But I can’t say at 10 

This summer, I had the incredible opportunity to sit down for 
a discussion with President Obama at the White House in the 
Roosevelt Room. Our conversation fi rst appeared as a video 
on The Players’ Tribune.

This isn’t an interview, and it’s not about politics. I simply 
wanted to share our perspectives on a few things that are 
meaningful to both of us.

We talked about retirement and our inspirations — and the 
President even snuck in a few good jokes on me. Most of all, 
we shared thoughts about the importance of mentors and 
role models, and the work we both are doing through the 
Turn 2 Foundation and My Brother’s Keeper.

I hope you enjoy it.

- Derek Jeter

presented by

Derek Sits Down With 

President Obama

100% OPACITY

50% OPACITY

100% OPACITY

50% OPACITY

Photo credit: Maureen Cavanagh/The Players’ Tribune
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years old I was exceptional. I’ll bet you were one of those kids who 
was like always the best athlete, even at 10, and everybody was like, 
Oh, Derek, and all of the little girls had crushes on you and all that.

Derek
No, no. I would like to lie to you because we’re on camera but no; 
it’s not the case. I think when you’re young your role models a lot of 
times are the ones closest to you, which were my parents. 

President Obama
Yeah. Right.

Derek
And my dad used to constantly brag about how good he was at 
baseball. So when I was younger, I wanted to be a baseball player 
strictly because my dad played baseball. 

President Obama
Now was your dad right that he was good at baseball, or was he just 
making all these stories up?

Derek
It’s a difference because I don’t want to date my dad but there wasn’t 
a lot of media attention back in the day. 

President Obama
I got you.

Derek
Again, there’s one newspaper so we have his book of….

President Obama
Clippings?

Derek
Clippings, about two or three pages. He used to sit me down and say, 
“One day you may have as many pages as this.” I think I got him….

President Obama
You got him at a certain point.

Derek
I think I passed him in Little League. But that was my focus ... 
was baseball. 

S T R E N G T H
President Obama
There are a lot of young men out there who are trying to figure out, 
What does it mean to be strong? What does it mean to be tough? I 
want to make sure that we’re reaching out to those young people 
and saying you can be a leader and even the kids who are most con-
sistently getting in trouble, I think can really turn their lives around. 

Derek
My Brother’s Keeper is a remarkable initiative. You know we’ve 
done some work with you guys. 

President Obama
Which we really appreciate.

Derek
For us, I started the Turn 2 Foundation 20 years ago and, you know, 
our mission is to instill leadership in our kids — academic achieve-
ment, positive behavior, healthy lifestyles, social change. These are 
things that we feel as though they are extremely important to our 
youth ... and thinking about Muhammad Ali, who just passed away, 
and I’ll preface this with there’s only one Muhammad Ali. 

President Obama
Only one.

Derek
Regardless of whether it’s an athlete, there aren’t 
too many athletes — Jackie Robinson comes to mind 
— but there aren’t too many athletes who did what 
he did, had the social impact that Muhammad Ali 
had … there aren’t that many people in general. So, 
you know, everyone can be a leader in their own 
way. They can have an impact in their own way. 
They can be their own person and, you know, the 
kids are our future. 

President Obama
When I talk to young kids and they ask me for ad-
vice, I say, “Find what you’re passionate about and 
then just work your tail off and success will come 
out of you putting your all into that passion.” Be-
ing interested and engaged in life is the single most 
important pathway to success.

A D V I C E  F O R  Y O U R  Y O U N G E R  S E L F
Derek
At 15 years old, I would probably just tell myself, “Continue to work,” 
because I think when you’re younger you have this big dream, right, 
and the big dream ultimately was to make it to the major leagues. 
And I grew up in a small town, Kalamazoo, Michigan, and you have 
the dream but you can’t really see it. I would just tell myself stay at it 
regardless of what people say to you — the negativity that you may 
hear, just stick with it. At 25? You know, I did something my final sea-
son. I kept a little diary; every day I wrote something in there. How 
I was feeling after every game, and I don’t even know if too many 
people know about it. I’ve yet to look back at it. 

President Obama
Really?

“Find what you’re  
passionate about  
and then just work  
your tail off and  
success will come  
out of you putting  
your all into that  
passion.” 
- President Obama

FEATURE

20thMagazineFINAL_Interior.indd   39 9/28/16   2:39 PM



40  |  Turn 2 Foundation, Inc.  | Fall 2016

Derek
The idea was, I don’t have children and I thought if and when I have 
kids…

President Obama
You wanted to be able to show them, You know what? Dad actually 
had some game. [Laughs.]

Derek
Yes, yes, so it’s sort of like my dad’s scrapbook. Now I have photos. 

President Obama
It’s a little bigger.

Derek
But I wish I had done that throughout my entire career because 
there are so many experiences you have that you tend to forget. So 
if I could go back to 25, I’d say, “Do it every day.” 

President Obama
Well at 15, I would have told myself hit the books and stop goofi ng 
off  because at 15 I was not the most responsible young man. I loved 
basketball, but outside of basketball I was getting by on charm and 
wit, but not taking my schoolwork as seriously as I could have. 
When I think back now and say if I just invested the time…. 

Derek
Things would have worked out a lot better for you.  [Laughs.]

President Obama
You know, I might have made something of myself, doggone it. So 
at 15 years old I would have said, “Work harder. Get more serious.”

Derek
And you would have lost weight. And you have to tell yourself you 
would have lost weight.

President Obama
Well, by 15 I had slimmed down. I was about your weight, but still 
a little chunky. But at 25, my advice would’ve been to lighten up. 
Around 19 or 20, something happened and I just got very serious. 
I mean at that point I had just graduated from college and I was 
working all the time, reading all the time, and had no social life. 
When I fi rst met Michelle, I had this old raggedy car. 

Derek
How old were you?

President Obama
By that time I was 27, 28, and it had rusted out so bad it had kind of 
a little bit of a hole on the passenger side so you could see the street 
as you were driving by. So I knew Michelle liked me because when 
she saw that car, she wasn’t marrying me for my money.

WA L K I N G  A WAY
Derek
You know everyone always says, “Is it strange after you retire? Is it 
a tough adjustment period?” For me it wasn’t. I slept. I slept. I don’t 
think I got up.  [Laughs.] I slept the whole next day. So that’s a very 
simple answer for me. I was ready to retire. I felt as though I had 
put everything into my career. I got the most out of my career, and 
I was excited about new things to come. But that initial day, you’re 
going to sleep a lot. 

President Obama
Listen, you’re pitching and I’m catching because that is my inten-
tion as well. I’m gonna catch up on some sleep.

Derek
Me retiring, and you retiring are two completely diff erent things. 

President Obama
Derek, you are somebody who now has some experience in hang-
ing up the cleats, and I’m about to retire. I’m not quite as young as 
you but I’m still relatively young. 

Derek
Thank you. Can you repeat that because when you’re in sports, 
they say you’re old at 30? So thank you, I appreciate that.

President Obama
For a baseball player, you were old. Let’s face it, I mean, come 
on, man. We saw you trying to run around those bases. It was a 
charmed career and well deserved.

Derek
Thank you.

“There are a lot of young 
men out there who are 
trying to figure out, What 
does it mean to be strong? 
What does it mean to be 
tough? I want to make sure 
that we’re reaching out to 
those young people and 
saying you can be a leader 
and even the kids who are 
most consistently getting 
in trouble, I think can really 
turn their lives around.” 
- President Obama
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Thousands of young people and their families across the 
Greater Kalamazoo area turned off their televisions in 

ugust and oined Derek eter  the urn  oundation 
and Nickelodeon outdoors for an excit-
ing evening of fun  games and fitness-
themed activities  as urn  teamed up 
with the network to bring its “Road to 

orldwide Day of lay  to the com-
munity.

he slime-filled celebration  which 
was held on ugust st at the ala-
mazoo County Expo Center – was 
dubbed Derek s Day of lay  and encouraged 
young people to leave their electronics behind, 
get up and get active, and make positive, healthy 
decisions in their daily lives.

Derek eter oined the fun  playing and interacting 
with the children through a variety of Nickelodeon-
themed activities, including a Super Slime obstacle 
course, Nick bowling, a slime booth, costume char-
acters  bully bowling  presented by O   an 
app aimed at ending bullying in schools – and more.

It s so important for young people in today s society to make 
positive decisions and maintain healthy lifestyles, and through 

ickelodeon s oad to orldwide Day of lay we were able to 
demonstrate to these kids how they can have fun while staying 
active  said Derek. 

Kalamazoo Gets Slimed at 

‘Derek’s Day of Play’
s part of the evening  ayor obby . opewell  Derek eter  
harlee eter  the alama oo eter s eaders and ickelode-

on representatives gathered on stage for a special ceremony 
celebrating the community event and emphasizing the impor-
tance of engaging in healthy activities. 

ecutives from ickelodeon presented a  grant to 
the urn  oundation s eter s eaders program  which will 
allow the organization to further its signature initiative that fos-
ters academic excellence, social change and healthy lifestyles 
among high school students in West Michigan and New York.

Derek and Sharlee commemorated the tremendous honor by 
sliming eter s eaders Darius edbetter and endall Green 
on stage. Derek – who was on the receiving end of a sliming 
at the  ickelodeon ids  Choice ports wards  contin-
ued his sliming spree by soaking several Kalamazoo children 
and even local television news reporters. After Nickelodeon 
went on to slime Kalamazoo Mayor Bobby Hopewell, it was 
clear no one was safe from the famous green goo.

ickelodeon s oad to orldwide Day of lay  is a summer-
long celebration that culminated with its th nnual orld-
wide Day of lay Do  on eptember th  when all of 
the network s channels and websites went dark for three hours 

to encourage kids to go outside and play. Turn 
 partnered with the network to bring its highly 

anticipated event to Kalamazoo as part of the 
foundation s commitment to promoting healthy 
lifestyles. 

“Maintaining a 
healthy lifestyle 
is a cornerstone 
of the urn  

oundation  and 
we are proud 
to partner with 
Nickelodeon on 
an event that 
e n c o u r a g e s 
young people 
nationwide to 
stay active in 

their daily lives  said harlee. e are 
also incredibly grateful to Nickelodeon for their generous 
donation, which will allow us to continue building upon our 
eter s eaders program well into the future.

he event was part of a special week celebrating the urn  
oundation s th anniversary in alama oo  the hometown of 

Derek and Sharlee. 

FEATURE

Photo Credit: Jed Jacobsohn/The Players’ Tribune 
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YANKEE GLOBAL ENTERPRISES
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1360 East Ninth Street  Suite 1100  Cleveland, OH 44114     I    216.920.4800    I     www.mai.capital 

MAI CAPITAL MANAGEMENT
IS PROUD TO SUPPORT THE

TURN 2 FOUNDATION
IN ITS EFFORTS TO HELP
TODAY’S YOUTH MAKE

HEALTHY DECISIONS
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It was a dream-come-true for young people in Kalamazoo this 
summer.

On a chilly morning that marked the start of eptember  eter s 
Leaders and members of the community sat beside children 
from the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Kalamazoo on a brand 
new  state-of-the-art basketball court  the Derek eter Dream 
Court. he blue court  embla oned with the word e pect  
was the result of a partnership between the urn  oundation 
and Nancy Lieberman Charities, and a gift to the Boys & Girls 
Club.

Bob Ezelle, long-time executive director of the Boys & Girls 
Club  oined ancy ieberman  Derek eter  harlee eter  the 
urn  oundation and supporters to dedicate and celebrate 

the unveiling of the multi-purpose basketball court with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony on September 1st. 

verything the Dream Court represents truly e emplifies the 
mission and values of the urn  oundation  said harlee. 
“Young people in Kalamazoo will have a space where they can 
partake in constructive, healthy activities that will inspire them to 
achieve dreams of their own

Ca on artin  a member of the alama oo eter s eaders  
kicked off the dedication ceremony, explaining to those gath-
ered that he urn  oundation and oys  Girls Club of 
Greater Kalamazoo share similar values and goals that focus on 
providing opportunities for young people through education, 
mentoring and healthy lifestyles. As Leaders in our community, it 
is our responsibility to encourage our peers to remain drug and 
alcohol free, make positive decisions and lead healthy lifestyles 
 which is why the Dream Court is so special to us.

or Derek  the event was a fitting conclusion to a week of giving 
back in his hometown of alama oo as the urn  oundation 
celebrated its th anniversary. urn  has supported the oys  

Girls Club of Greater Kalamazoo for nearly its entire existence, 
and seized the opportunity to build on that history.

“This is a place where young people can not only play ball, but 
also learn, grow, develop friendships, achieve their goals and 
discover and channel their passions  said Derek. I couldn t 
think of a better place to build that kind of space than my home-
town  where I once did those things as well.

Sharlee recalled her initial conversation about the Dream Court. 
hen ancy ieberman first reached out with this plan to build 

a Dream Court with the urn  oundation  I didn t think twice. I 
knew immediately that it belonged right here in Kalamazoo and 
told ancy this is where it had to be.

Nancy Lieberman – founder of Nancy Lieberman Charities, 
basketball all-of- amer  two-time Olympian and acramento 

ings ssistant Coach  presented a  donation on be-
half of Nancy Lieberman Charities to the Boys & Girls Club, in 
honor of Ezelle and his profound impact on Kalamazoo children 
during his  years of service at the organi ation. 

he Dream Court  which is fully funded by the urn  ounda-
tion – is located at the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Kalamazoo 

ortheastern nit at  Gertrude treet in alama oo  ichi-
gan. Dream Courts are top-quality multi-purpose play spaces 
built in collaboration with Nancy Lieberman Charities, Sport 
Court and orld entures oundation  with a goal of pro-
viding children in underprivileged communities with a safe area 
to learn important lessons about teamwork and sportsmanship.

“My Nancy Lieberman Charities deeply admires the work of the 
urn  oundation  said ancy ieberman  founder  chair-

woman. “We share many core principles – including the belief 
that helping underserved children is imperative. e re proud to 
have a Dream Court in alama oo on behalf of Derek.

KALAMAZOO CHILDREN SHOOT FOR THE STARS ON  

DEREK JETER DREAM COURT

FEATURE

Photo Credit: Sam Zomer/Turn 2 Foundation, Inc.
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WE PROUDLY SUPPORT THE TURN 2 FOUNDATION
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Turn 2 Builds Foundation for Academic 
Achievement 
Permanently Endows UNCF/Sharlee Jeter Scholarship

Building on a legacy that began changing the 
lives of students eight years ago  the urn  

oundation announced in ay that it has perma-
nently endowed the C  nited egro College 
und harlee eter cholarship. 

he scholarship is a partnership between the urn  
oundation and C  established in  and is 

awarded each year to a graduate of the eter s ead-
ers program to attend a Historically Black College or 

niversity C . ast C harlee eter chol-
ars have attended prestigious institutions including 
pelman College  oward niversity and labama 
tate niversity.

An alumnus of Spelman College, a historically 
black college and part of the C  network of 

-private C s  urn  president harlee eter knows  
intimately what these opportunities can do for young people. 

ach year we proudly watch our eter s eaders graduate 
high school and embark on a new, exciting chapter in their 
lives  and we are thrilled the C harlee eter cholarship 

2016  
    LAUREN THORPE, Spelman College

2015  
    AARON STRAKER, Alabama State University 

2014  
    KAYLA EVANS, Spelman College 

2009  
    SUEWAYNE BURKE, Spelman College 

2009  
    JALEESA DIAZ, Spelman College

2008  
    DIANDRA DAVIDSON, Howard University

PAST RECIPIENTS

has allowed us to support deserving students in furthering their  
education  said harlee.
 
“The extreme costs of higher education make a college de-
gree seem unattainable for so many students, but by provid-
ing financial support and guidance  we can help their dreams 
become a reality  said Dr. ichael . oma  C  president 
and C O. he urn  oundation embodies our mission of en-
suring that all students have access to a college education, and 
we are proud to continue our partnership with this organization 
to create a path toward success for the eter s eaders through 
permanently endowing our scholarship program.

Initially established as a four-year partnership  the C har-
lee eter cholarship re ects the commitment of both C  
and urn  oundation to fostering academic e cellence. In 

 the partnership was renewed for an additional four years. 
The endowment will create a vehicle that will impact and fund 
students in perpetuity.

“Academic excellence is a cornerstone of our organization, and 
by permanently endowing our scholarship program we will be 
able to continue building on the legacy of the urn  ounda-
tion and C  well into the future  added harlee. 

Sharlee speaks with Dr. Johnetta B. Cole, former president of  
Spelman College during the 2012 Jeter’s Leaders Social Change 
Project in Washington, DC.

Photo Credit: Eileen Barroso/Turn 2 Foundation, Inc.
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In pril  two new books offi cially oined the eter Children s 
roster. 

ritten by Derek eter with aul antell  Change Up is the 
third book in the New York Times bestselling middle grade 
series inspired by the life of the former Yankee captain. In 
Change Up  Derek s father keeps his promise to coach his 
son s baseball team  and the young shortstop is confi dent his 
team will cruise to a championship. ut sometimes life doesn t 
go according to plan. The series companion to Hit & Miss and 
The Contract, Change Up focuses on a key life lesson of the 
urn  oundation  Deal with growing pains.

Night at the Stadium is a magical picture book written by Phil 
Bildner and illustrated by Tom Booth. 

Seven-year-old Gideon is thrilled to be at Yankee Stadium, but 
when he gets separated from his family, he winds up in a secret 
part of the stadium where everything from the rakes and the 
hoses to the bats and balls to the food and the monuments in 
Monument Park has a story to tell. Intended for 4-8 year-olds, 
this book captures the excitement, wonder, and magic of your 
fi rst trip to the ballpark.

aunched by Derek eter and imon  chuster in  as 
part of eter ublishing  eter Children s has released a string 
of successful books intended to educate and entertain young 
readers and has more exciting content on the way in the 
coming year.  

Jeter Publishing Keeps 

Hit Streak Alive 
with New Additions

Ricoh can make information work for you.

Ricoh’s extensive portfolio of services and technologies can 
help transform the way that information moves through 

your business. It’s a new world of work and your business 
deserves the flexibility to capture and share information  

in any format, from anywhere and at any time.

Learn more at www.ricoh-usa.com
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You won t see them on the fi eld in iami in 
uly  but hundreds of children from ampa to 

Kalamazoo to New York City proved this sum-
mer they are all-stars at the  urn  oundation 
Baseball Clinics. 

Now in its 17th year, the free program welcomed 
children ages    for several days of activities that 
focused on baseball fundamentals and important life 
lessons based on Derek eter s autobiography  The 
Life You Imagine  which guides today s youth toward 
positive, healthy choices and behavior.

ince its inception  we ve seen fi rsthand the tre-
mendous impact the urn  aseball Clinics have 
had on countless young people. By using baseball 
to teach valuable life skills, our programs have been 
able to instill in participants the belief that through 
hard work and dedication they can achieve their 
dreams  said harlee eter. 

he  programs  presented by addad rands 
as part of the foundation s commitment to promoting healthy 
lifestyles  kicked off in arch with the urn  ampa aseball 
Clinic  where more than  children eagerly took the fi eld at 
Port Tampa Community Center to learn baseball techniques 
from local coaches. 

Participants there had the exciting opportunity to hear from 
former MLB all-star and four-time World Series Champion with 
the New York Yankees, Tino Martinez, who spoke about his 
baseball career and the signifi cant role teamwork and living a 
healthy lifestyle played in becoming a successful athlete. 

“Without setting my goals high, working hard, being a team 
player and committing to a healthy lifestyle, I would not have 
achieved the success I have in my baseball career or my person-
al life  said artine  a ampa native and long-time supporter 
of urn . It s so important for young people to understand 
that their dreams are within reach.

he urn  aseball Clinics continued with the th nnual 
urn  alama oo aseball Clinic in ugust  welcoming  
est ichigan children to ayors  iverfront ark for the two-

day program that reinforced the importance of education and 
healthy lifestyles, just days before the kids began a new school 
year.

Gathered in a circle following a series of baseball drills, the chil-
dren broke into a chant of Derek eter  as they spotted the 
Captain heading toward the fi eld. he former ew ork an-
kees shortstop returned to his hometown as part of a celebra-
tion of the th anniversary of the urn  oundation  surprising 
the kids and sharing valuable insights from his own life intended 
to inspire them to reach their full potential.

he urn  aseball Clinic is a fun event for these kids that pro-
motes physical activity and healthy lifestyles while also convey-
ing important lessons that will help guide them through their 
daily lives  said Derek. o spend that time with them  see 
their faces light up and know they re learning how to be not 
only better ball players  but people  that s special for me.

he  urn  aseball Clinics culminated in ew ork City 
in eptember  where more than  children from the fi ve bor-
oughs took the fi eld to practice their hitting  running  catching  
throwing and fi elding techni ues in lushing eadows Corona 
Park.

Derek once again 
surprised those in at-
tendance, discussed 
how young people 
can overcome chal-
lenging obstacles 
they may face by 
adhering to their val-
ues, making positive 
choices and working 
hard.

“I think the kids en-
joy coming out and 
doing something like 
this, and knowing 
there are people out-
side their families who 

care about them  harlee said. e want them to do well. e 
might not know them  but we are looking for them to succeed.  

Turn 2 Goes to Bat for Young 
People at 2016 Baseball Clinics

Photo Credit: Eileen Barroso/Turn 2 Foundation, Inc.

Photo Credit: Jed Jacobsohn/ 
The Players’ Tribune
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Bank of America supports the Turn 2 Foundation 
for helping children step into the future
Before a young person takes the first step in life’s journey, you wonder where will she go? What 
will he do? Who will she become? There’s nothing more important than nurturing the promise of 
every child.

Bank of America congratulates the Turn 2 Foundation on 20 impressive years and thanks them for 
focusing on the future, one young person at a time.

Visit us at bankofamerica.com/NYC

 Life’s better when we’re connected®

©2016 Bank of America Corporation | SPN-127-AD | AR7NWC3L
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F
or the past 11 years – more than half the Turn 2 Foun-
dation’s existence – 100% of Jeter’s Leaders have 
attended college after graduating high school. That 

commitment to academic excellence is part of what makes 
these remarkable young people the leaders they are.

During the course of their four years in the program, Jeter’s 
Leaders hone the skills they need to succeed in their aca-
demic and professional careers, and emerge ready to tackle 
one of the most important decisions they will make: where 
to attend college. 

In preparation for that decision, the Turn 2 Foundation in-
troduces its Jeter’s Leaders to a broad range of 
possibilities through the Spring Into College Tour. 
This exciting initiative has served as a springboard 
for Jeter’s Leaders alumni to attend more than 75 
colleges across the country, including Ivy Leagues, 
leading research institutions, historically black col-
leges and universities, athletic powerhouses and 
acclaimed state universities.

The 2015-2016 program year saw the New York 
Jeter’s Leaders travel up and down the East Coast, 
visiting colleges and universities from New England 
to the Mid-Atlantic, where they got a sense of what 
college is like while also broadening their cultural 
horizons. 

In all, the Jeter’s Leaders visited 18 schools, includ-
ing Temple University, Villanova University, Drexel 
University and the University of Pennsylvania in 
Pennsylvania; the University of Connecticut, Trinity 
College, Wesleyan University, Quinnipiac Universi-
ty, Yale University and the University of Bridgeport 
in Connecticut; Virginia Tech, Washington & Lee 
University, the University of Virginia, Virginia Com-
monwealth University and Virginia Union University 
in Virginia; and the University of Maryland – College 
Park, the University of Baltimore and Coppin State 
University in Maryland.

The Kalamazoo Jeter’s Leaders visited colleges 
close to home before heading West to learn more 
about California’s many higher education options. 
The 14 colleges they ventured to included Ferris 
State University, the University of Michigan, Grand 
Valley State University, Kendall College of Art and 
Design and Andrews University in Michigan; the 

Jeter’s Leaders Get Schooled on 

2016 College Tour
University of Notre Dame in Indiana; the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago, Northeastern Illinois University in Illi-
nois; and California Maritime Academy, the University of San 
Francisco, San Jose State University, Stanford University, the 
University of California Berkeley and the Academy of Art 
University in California. 

At each stop, the Leaders had the opportunity to tour the 
campuses, learn about various course offerings and pro-
grams, engage with students and faculty, and participate in 
information sessions, all while continuing to represent Turn 
2 as ambassadors for Derek. 

Turn 2 Foundation, Inc.  | Fall 2016  |  57

20thMagazineFINAL_Interior.indd   57 9/28/16   2:40 PM



58  |  Turn 2 Foundation, Inc.  | Fall 2016

Congratulations to Derek and the Turn 2 
Foundation 

 for 20 Wonderful Years of 
 

Promoting Academic Excellence, Leadership Development and Positive Behavior 
 

Among the Young People Who Will Be Tomorrow’s Leaders
 

We’re So Happy to Provide Our Support!
 

Liz, David, Katie and Will  
(the Oestreich Fein Family)

Beijing | Brussels | Century City | Chicago | London | Los Angeles | New York | Orange County | Palo Alto
San Diego (Downtown) | San Diego (Del Mar) | San Francisco | Seoul | Shanghai | Washington, D.C.

www.sheppardmullin.com 

is proud to support 
Turn 2 Foundation

20thMagazineFINAL_Interior.indd   58 9/28/16   2:40 PM



Turn 2 Foundation, Inc.  | Fall 2016  |  59

In the annals of history, countless fathers have talked with 
their sons over pizza – sharing wisdom; discussing sports, 
school, girls and cars; musing about the future. But how 

many of those conversations led to something that changed 
the lives of thousands of young people for the better?

Dr. Charles eter shared one of those pi as with his son more 
than  years ago in a hotel room in Detroit. Derek eter was 

 years old and was in the midst of his rookie season with 
the ew ork ankees. hat wasn t enough for the ambitious 
shortstop  eter wanted to do more  like his role model  Dave 

infield  who was one of the first athletes to have his own foun-
dation  and from that conversation  the idea for the urn  
oundation was born. ut while eter may have had a vision  he 

insists it did not extend two decades into the future.

“Because of my father and his background in social work, I 
knew from the beginning that I wanted to give back and do 
something positive for young people. I thought if I could do 
those two things  I will have succeeded  said Derek. s 
someone who had never built a foundation before, the success  
we have achieved today really is beyond anything I could have 
imagined.  

or Dr. eter  who was no stranger to the negative effects of 
drugs and alcohol, having counseled adults and young peo-
ple battling substance abuse issues, it was important to ensure 

Jeter’s Turn 2 Foundation Is Still  
Going for Extra Bases

children and teenag-
ers were given 
opportunities to 
reach their full 
potential.

Rooted in a de-
sire to motivate 
young people to 
turn away from 
drugs and alco-
hol  urn  from 
the onset was 
about creating 
mechanisms to 
provide those 
opportunities. To that end, the foundation created and support-
ed programs in ew ork  est ichigan and lorida intended to 
foster academic achievement, leadership development, positive 
behavior, healthy lifestyles and social change. And while those 
initiatives have included after school programs, scholarships and 
free baseball clinics that all embody this mission  it is the eter s 

1

2

CAPTIONS
.   he eter family at the nd nnual urn  oundation Dinner  
.    Dr. eter and Derek at ew ork id est  

Photo Credit: Eileen Barroso/Turn 2 Foundation, Inc.
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eaders program that perhaps best represents the family s 
vision.

An intensive, four-year initiative for high school students 
who are leaders in their communities  eter s ead-
ers has been the foundation s signature program since 

. he more than  students who have graduated 
the program have compiled a record of accomplishments 
that would be impressive for adults with decades more 
e perience under their belts. or teenagers  the results are 
staggering.

eginning with its fi rst eter s eaders eadership Conference 
in hiladelphia in  members of the program have organ-
ized and run national youth leadership summits in cities from 
Chicago to ampa to rlington. hrough their eter s eaders 
Social Change Project, they have helped transform communi-
ties in Albany, Kalamazoo, Washington, DC and New Orleans. 

Betty Wiltshire, former program director for the New York 
eter s eaders and a member of the fi rst graduating class  says 

what impressed her most is that the students she worked with 
aren t simply completing a curriculum that is handed to them  

they understand what is important to young people today, and 
they are working together and actively shaping the direction of 
the program to address those issues.  ccording to iltshire  
that is why the eter s eaders have played a huge part in the 
initiative s success.

There are hard numbers that illustrate the results Wiltshire and 
others fre uently cite. Over the last fi ve years  the founda-
tion has placed eaders in  paid internships. ive program 

alumni have gone on to oin the urn  staff full-time. nd in 
  of eter s eaders went to college after graduating 

the program. It was the 11th consecutive year they achieved 
this feat  a remarkable streak that spans half the organi ation s 
existence. 

harlee eter  who has led the urn  oundation as its presi-
dent since  sees that same success e tending to all cor-
ners of the organi ation. fter  years  our nnual Dinner 
is raising more money for our programs than it ever has. We 
are seeing more interest in our community initiatives. We are 
working with more partners in industries we ve never worked 
with before. hese are the years when an organi ation fi nds out 
what it s made of  and I think our growing success is a testament 
not only to the vision Derek and my father had, but also our 
strong belief in that mission and the hard work we have done 
to see it through.

In arch   that hard work was recogni ed when ew ork 
niversity honored the urn  oundation with its ocial e-

sponsibility in Sports Impact Award at a summit addressing the 
issue of social responsibility in the sports industry. 

peaking at the event to C C s Carl uintanilla  harlee 
pointed out that running a foundation is diffi cult  if it wasn t  
every athlete would have one.  s the urn  oundation ap-
proaches its th anniversary in December  the eter family 
long ago proved it is up to that challenge – and thousands of 
young people are better off as a result. 
 
CAPTIONS
.    Derek at the  urn  oliday press with children from the 

foundation s fter chool program

.    eter s eaders in front of the hite ouse as part of the  
eter s eaders ocial Change ro ect

3

4

Jeter’s Turn 2 Foundation Is Still 
Going for Extra Bases

Photo Credit: Eileen Barroso/Turn 2 Foundation, Inc.
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Thank You
Standard Chartered is proud to support the Turn 2 Foundation.

Thank you for your leadership in developing programs that motivate our youth 

and promote health and education.     
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& Entertainment Hit the Links 
In April, Las Vegas once again played host to some of the 

top names in sports and entertainment, as the highly an-
ticipated Derek eter Celebrity Invitational D CI  returned 

to the exclusive Shadow Creek golf course for the second con-
secutive year. osted by the orbes ive tar and  ive 
Diamond award-winning ARIA Resort and Casino, the three-day 
event contributed more than  million to Derek eter s urn  
oundation. 

Continuing a new D CI tradition  the festivities kicked off on 
ednesday  pril  with a elcome eception presented by 

ordan rand at I s I ID ool ounge  where guests had 
an opportunity to settle in and adjust to Vegas time before hit-
ting the links. 

hursday morning marked the beginning of the first two rounds 
of the Celebrity-Amateur golf tournament, where teams of 
celebrities and amateur participants went head-to-head in best-
ball  at hadow Creek.  all-of- amer Cris Carter and his 
team emerged victorious on the first day of golf  after fighting 
off steep competition from a deep field that included one of last 
year s winners  Olympic champion alpine skier  ode iller.

ollowing a day at hadow Creek  celebrities  friends  partners 
and supporters oined eter at the event s signature D CI gala 
at ARIA. Heidi Watney, studio host and reporter with the MLB 
Network, emceed the evening where celebrities and VIP guests 
enjoyed world-class dining and had the chance to bid in a silent 
auction that featured exclusive memorabilia and experiences. 

he Impractical okers comedy team warmed up the crowd with 
a side-splitting performance before world-renowned, multi-plat-
inum artist lo ida headlined the celebration  leaving those in 
attendance buzzing well into the night with a dazzling set that on 
several occasions saw the entertainer venture into the audience.   

he week concluded with a dramatic final round of the Celeb-
rity- mateur tournament on riday  pril  where  all-
of- amer erome ettis and singer oey atone traded leads 
throughout the day before Bettis ultimately won the scorecard 
playoff. 

Among the many celebrities and athletes who came out this year 
to make a difference in the lives of the young people in urn s 

programs were baseball greats en Griffey  r.  Cal ipken  r.  
ino artine  orge osada and Ivan udge  odrigue  en-

tertainers including ob iggle  osh Duhamel and aley oel 
Osment; and stars from across the world of sports, including 
uke ockhold  ulius homas and aige piranac.

s we celebrate the th anniversary of the urn  ounda-
tion, I continue to be amazed by the overwhelming support we 
receive from athletes, celebrities, corporate partners and friends 
who make events like D CI such a tremendous success  said 
Derek.

his year s D CI partners included ICO  International  urner 
and  ports  ntertainment  who together presented urn  
with a check for $1 million. 

unds raised at D CI will help further the urn  oundation s 
mission of fostering leadership development, academic excel-
lence, healthy lifestyles, positive behavior and social change 
among young people in New York, West Michigan and Tampa, 
lorida.

he urn  oundation helps thousands of young people reach 
their full potential  and the funds we raised during the  
D CI will allow us to further our mission. I am incredibly grateful 
to everyone who joined us at Shadow Creek for another great 
year and hope each of them had as much fun as I did.

CAPTIONS

.   orge osada and en Griffey  r.

.   inky right

.   ason aylor and ohnny Damon

.   ony Dovolani  aks Chmerkovskiy and oey atone

.    aley oel Osment

.   ino artine  Cal ipken  r. and evin Connolly

7.   Paige Spiranac and guest

.   ulti-platinum artist lo ida performs

.   Derek eter takes a swing

Biggest Names in Sports

Photo Credit: Eileen Barroso/Turn 2 Foundation, Inc.
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April 19–22, 2017

Photo Credit: Jed Jacobsohn/The Players’ Tribune
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The Tom & Jo-Ann Croci Foundation 
Thomas D. A. Croci, Chairman of the Board 

Kristina Croci-Inserillo, President & Treasurer 
Gregory M. Inserillo, Secretary 

Deirdre & George Surber, Trustees 
crocifoundation@gmail.com  

HAPPY 20th ANNIVERSARY TURN 2 FOUNDATION 
 

 
 
In , I had the honor of attending the st Turn 2 Foundation 

dinner in Kalamazoo, Michigan. Now, 20 years later, our 
friendship, as well as the commitment to bettering the lives of 
future generations, has grown stronger. Being lifetime educators, 
my parents were great supporters of all that The Turn 2 
Foundation does for young people, and would be incredibly 
proud of the young men and women who have worked hard and 
succeeded in life. On behalf of our family, and with a grateful 
heart, I say Thank You to Derek, Sharlee, and Dr. & Mrs. Jeter for 
your friendship and 20 years of excellence in bettering the lives 
of today s youth. Wishing you many more to years to come.    

- Kristina Croci-Inserillo, President  
         The Tom & Jo-Ann Croci Foundation 

The Tom & Jo-Ann Croci Foundation congratulates The 
Turn 2 Foundation on its 20th year of promoting healthy 

lifestyles for young men and women. 

The Board of Directors of the Tom & Jo-Ann Croci Foundation 
wish The Jeter Family and the Turn 2 Foundation many more 

years of success in positively changing the lives of today’s youth. 

Kalamazoo, Michigan 1996 
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GRANTS & SCHOLARSHIPS 
20 YEARS OF TURN 2

Over the last 20 years, Turn 2 has awarded grants and scholarships to more than 150 organizations in support of 
programs and initiatives that reflect the foundation’s mission to help young people reach their full potential.
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2015 - 2016 TURN 2 FOUNDATION, INC. DONORS
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Sean Kemery
Seifert’s Pharmacy
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Sharon L. Berko & Dennis M. Ryan
Sherley Flores
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Stacy & Andy Karp
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W. Clement & Jessie V. Stone Foundation
Wendy Miller
Where You Were When, LLC
William Bowsman
William Sabatini
Willie Morales
Xing Xia & Cynthia Taub
Yolanda Cannizzo
Yoshiyuki Tanaka
Yvonne Schanck
Zachary J. Crossett
Zeke Stockton

IN MEMORY OF
Andy Calabro
Anthony Marchese
Cory Ryan Ptak
Debbie Goldner
Dustin Hanson
Frank Sinatra
George A. Kaplan, MD
George P. Tiefenworth
Israel Rivera
Jack Hicks
Jean Chechosky
John Bowditch
Jon Mueller
Jordan Krakauer
Joseph David Hernandez
Lillian Colletti
Lucille Tona
Marti Hall
Michael D’Annunzio
Paul Donzella
Richard Orzano
Scott Van Hoesen
Steve Sanvicente
Vicky Salamone
Virginia G. Bainor
William Breslin

IN HONOR OF
AJ Keena Denis
Alex Tauber
Amalia Demopoulos
Bob Osterbink
Brett Ringelheim
Brother Fintan Duffy O.F.M.
Carlos Quiles - Rally Softball Team
Christmas Holiday
Damon Ficken
Derek & Hannah’s Wedding
Diane Rice
Drew Davidoff’s Retirement
Evan Baker
Frank B. Pologruto’s Birthday
Hunter Roger
Lucas Green
Marriage of Haley Buckheit & Mick Klock
Mary Anne Reyman
Michael Mueller & Matt Tubinis
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Ralph & Cathy Giannetti
Rowan Donels
Scott Wayne Jonas
Stephen Biletzky

IT’S OUR PLEASURE AND HONOR

TO SUPPORT THE TERRIFIC

YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN

OF JETER’S LEADERS

AND THE TURN 2 FOUNDATION

The finest in pre-college enrichment and
internship programs for high school students

WWW.SUMMERDISCOVERY.COM

516.621.3939
info@summerdiscovery.com
1326 Old Northern Blvd., Roslyn, NY 11576

Congratulations to Derek, Sharlee and the  
Turn 2 Foundation staff on your  

20th Anniversary!

Your dedication and support of the today’s  
youth and the community is an inspiration 

and an investment in our future.

We are proud to continue our support of the 
 Turn 2 Foundation and Thank You for  

your commitment to the growth 
and development of the Jeter’s Leaders!

Tom and Karen Boelsen, along with  
our children, Ryan, Lyndsay and Kyle.

2015 - 2016  
TURN 2 FOUNDATION, INC. DONORS
(continued)
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Proud to Be on Derek’s Team!

Phoenix House Florida  
Salutes the Turn 2 Foundation 
for Twenty Years of Vision, 
Leadership, and Commitment 
to the Community

1 800 DRUG HELP
1 800 378 4435

www.phoenixhouse.org
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Work your way.  

Kimball Office Celebrates and 
Congratulates Derek Jeter and 

the Turn Two Foundation.

kimballoffice.com

KORE ™  

Designed by Daniel Korb
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 Since its launch in 1996, the Turn 2 Foundation has awarded 
more than $23 million to create and support signature programs 

and activities that motivate young people to turn away from 
drugs and alcohol and “TURN 2” healthy lifestyles.  

Through these ventures, the Foundation strives to create outlets that 
promote academic excellence, leadership development and positive behavior.  

These programs all share the same goal of helping today’s 
youth become the leaders of tomorrow.

FOLLOW US AT:
https://www.facebook.com/derekjeter

https://twitter.com/JeterTurn2
http://instagram.com/jeterturn2

 215 PARK AVE. SOUTH, SUITE 1905  |  NEW YORK, NY 10003  |  TEL: 212.475.2339  |  FAX: 212.475.3378  |  WWW.TURN2FOUNDATION.ORG
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Protect yourself and your friends with STOPit. It’s easy.
It’s anonymous. It’s the right thing to do.

“Never let a bully win.” - Derek Jeter

Download the app today!

Do your part to stop bullies in their tracks.

BULLYING.
BE A LEADER 
AND STOP IT.

stopit_turn2_dinner_ad_v8.indd   1 9/9/15   3:33 PM
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Derek Jeter’s Turn 2 Foundation

Motivating And  
Guiding Youth For 20 Years
The Foundation’s mission is to create and support signature programs 
and activities that motivate young people to turn away from drugs and 
alcohol and “Turn 2” healthy lifestyles. 

Giving back is a core value at Morgan Stanley, which is why we are proud 
to sponsor Derek Jeter’s 20th Annual Turn 2 Foundation Dinner and 
support his work to create change in the lives of today’s youth.
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