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 Wood Family Foundation is grateful for the impact our volunteers make on a daily basis. This
month we would like to thank our incredible volunteers and focus on the importance of giving

back. Whether our volunteers are contributing time or money, we would not be able to carry out our
work  on behalf of Chicago's k ids without all of you! Thank you!

- Events You May Have Missed -

The Daily Point of Light Award 

On September 24th, founders Kerry and Sarah
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On September 24th, founders Kerry and Sarah
were recipients of The Daily Point of Light
Award. The Daily Point of Light Award honors
those who take action to create change in
their communities. The event was part of the
One America Campaign whose purpose is to
inspire Americans to unite volunteerism and
serve their communities. The Woods were
honored to receive the award and very thankful
for the support from The Points of Light
Foundation, JP Morgan Chase, and Chicago
Cares.

 

Volunteer Social
October 15th, 2013
Crossing Tavern
 
WFF would like to send out a BIG thanks to our good friends at The
Crossing and Andy Gloor of The Four Corners Tavern Group, for
hosting an evening of incredibly delicious hospitality for our volunteers!
Thanks to The Crossing, the evening served as a fun way to thank
many of our volunteers that have been with us since the beginning!
We are so grateful for all of our volunteer's time and energy and look
forward to building this growing community!
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Left- Jenny Kernan, WFF Donor, Right - Stephanie Free

 

- Volunteer Spotlight -

 

Stephanie Free serves as a Board Member
and Officer for Emerald City Theatre, chairs
the Parent Education Program at Catherine
Cook School, and most recently made official
the role of Volunteer Manager for the Wood
Family Foundation!

Stephanie Free represents the heart and soul
that motivates other volunteers and the WFF
team. Her organization skills, ability to think
fast on her feet, and willingness to lead others
drives the true "behind the scenes" work for all
of programs and events. 
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If you don't already know her, you've most likely seen her working her volunteer magic. This month
we want to introduce you to Stephanie, a volunteer, a leader and a true inspiration that enables us to
step up to the plate for Chicago's kids. 

What first inspired you to become involved with the Wood Family Foundation?

Sarah and I met when my daughter and her son were both at 1 years of age. We immediately
became good friends through common general interests but also our mutual belief in the importance
of community service. In 2011 when Sarah and Kerry launched the Wood Family Foundation they
asked friends to join them in work ing hard to help improve the lives of Chicago's underprivileged
youth. I had already experienced Sarah and Kerry as parents, as celebrities in the community who
constantly thought about those less fortunate than themselves, and I experienced them not just
talk ing but tak ing action. It was easy to say yes to getting involved. I know the Foundation is and
will continue to make a difference for many, many families in Chicago. 

Why do you support the Wood's mission?

Do you ever stop and think  what your life would be like if you grew up in a different family? In a
different neighborhood? If you were homeless? If your k ids had to go to school hungry? I do. I think
about it. 

Did you know that "CPS identified a record 18,669 homeless students in 2012-13, an 8.2% increase
from the prior year." (Source http://www.chicagohomeless.org/faq). I believe in the WFF mission. I
believe that every child should be given a chance in life regardless of resources, opportunity or
geography.

How do you feel your background and experience benefit the Foundation?

I spent the last 2 decades work ing in recruiting, operations and event planning which hopefully gives
me the knowledge and experience necessary to work  with the team and launch a successful
Volunteer Program at WFF. However, a Volunteer Program isn't successful because of one person,
it takes a village. If you have worked with me before, you know I always ask, What did you think?
What can we do better? What could we do differently?

(And I have to say something cliche, but I also love meeting new people. And I love excel! Just ask
the WFF team!)
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What is your favorite part about volunteering? Share one of your favorite volunteer stories.

When I thought of volunteering in the past, I thought of me giving, me helping. I did not think  too
much to what I would receive from this experience or how it would make me a smarter person, more
aware.

Warm Wishes, many of you know the program. Every child in a chosen school receives a new coat,
toys and a Winter Wonderland experience with Santa and his elves. (The program also consists of
additional get togethers, and a continued relationship with the school.)

At Von Humboldt, 2 years ago, small children filled the auditorium, you saw the smiles, the joy, and
sometimes the uncertainty. I was standing next to a security guard and I noticed she had tears in
her eyes. She turned to me and said, thank you. She said in her 20 years at the school she had
never seen anything like this. She said thank you for including ALL the k ids, the good and bad.
Sometimes the k ids always getting in trouble are the ones that really need to feel cared for the
most. 

A few minutes later I asked why do some children seem scared, fearful? The guard said-to my
genuine surprise- that many of the children had never seen Santa before. But there are so many
places you can take your child to see Santa for free I replied, showing my ignorance.

She k indly responded why would you take your child to see Santa if you have no money for gifts on
Christmas Day? She went on to tell me that most k ids don't leave their neighborhoods, mostly,
because it's not safe. 

If you were to pitch the Wood Family Foundation volunteer experience to future volunteers
what would you say?

I would share other stories, like the one above, and I would also mention….

Wrapping gifts, listening to music, meeting new people, eating pizza…fun!
Teaching a child to throw and catch a baseball, to come together as a team…outstanding! 
Shagging balls on Wrigley Field…super fun!
Being part of an organization that is giving children the opportunity to swing for the
fences..priceless!

The Wood Family Foundation would not be able to succeed in its mission without community and
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neighborhood support, without sponsors (individual and corporate), and without the passion and love
for Chicago's communities in need. We are so thankful for the volunteers we have! Thank you!
 
For those of you considering volunteering please know there are many ways to get involved, here are
just a few:

Give an hour or a day of your time
Donate $10 or $10,000
Make an in-kind donation
Help organize or wrap gift bags
Make an introduction 
Form a bond with one of our neighborhood kids

Every little bit counts!

If you are interested in learning more about ways to get involved with The Wood Family Foundation, please
email Stephanie Free at: Stephanie@woodfamilyfoundation.org

- WFF Welcomes Jennifer Mendoza-

WFF is growing and has a new addition to our family!
Meet Jennifer Mendoza the Wood Family Foundation
Office Manager!

Jennifer is a Chicago girl through and through, rooted in
the Humboldt Park and Austin neighborhoods. She has
spent the last eight years volunteering and eventually
directing HopeFest, a back to school event in the
Humboldt Park community. As an arm of her church,
New Life Covenant, HopeFest has provided over 30,000
kids with backpacks, school supplies, physicals, and a
week's worth of groceries to jump start the new school
year.
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Jennifer spent 10 years assisting Executives with
Administration and Office Management. Before joining
WFF she worked as a Project Manager for the legal
team with Governor Quinn's administration.  She brings
her vast experience to anchor WFF's daily operations.

When she's not volunteering, you can expect to find her enjoying the outdoors with her husband,
Jesse, son Jonathan, and daughter, Olivia. 

 

- WFF Partnership Spotlight-

WFF recently partnered with Aloha Document Services, a quality printer in Chicago. Aloha was established
in 2002 and specializes in litigation, business documents and architectural plans. WFF could not be more
thankful and appreciative of our new partnership and are eager to create great work together in order to
benefit Chicago's kids!

Learn more about Aloha here! 

- Be Social -

WFF Facebook Posts 
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Dawn Cunningham  Kerry and Sarah, I really applaud the work that you are doing in Chicago's
under served neighborhoods. Thank you for adopting Chicago as your home. 

Dale Schahczinski   The Daily Points of Light Award is an honor certainly well deserved. The work
they do with kids is tremendous, and they are an asset beyond words to Chicago. The world needs
more people like Kerry and Sarah! 

 

- Upcoming Events -

 

 

Warm Wishes 2013

WFF is excited to announce our 2013 Warm Wishes
school recipient, Lawndale Elementary Community
Academy! Principal Willard Willette has successfully
led the school for 4 years, each year with substantial
improvements. With 482 students, this neighborhood

school is a great fit for the Wood Family Foundation Warm Wishes program!

On December 13th WFF will celebrate Lawndale Elementary Community Academy's success and
provide holiday goodies! Our partners will work to create a Winter Wonderland complete with fake
snow, Santa and his elves! We look forward to continuing our relationship with Lawndale's students
and community in the New Year! 

To help support our Warm Wishes program and learn more about how you can brighten a student's
holiday, visit our website to donate!
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- About WFF -

 

The Wood Family Foundation is a non-profit 501c3 organization founded in June 2011 by
Chicago Cubs pitcher Kerry Wood and his wife Sarah. WFF works to improve the lives of
Chicago's kids by raising funds and awareness for their children's programs. Despite the

curve balls that may come their way, every child should be given a chance in life, regardless
of resources, opportunity, or geography. That's why the Wood Family Foundation prides
itself as an advocate for Chicago area children, providing support not just on a one-time
basis but through long-term relationships with kids and their communities, ensuring the

consistency and emotional structure they need to succeed.

We believe all kids have potential.
We're here to help them swing for the fences.  
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