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Unfortunately, I am the one staff member at 
USA Baseball who is qualified to write such a 
recap due to the fact that I have been lucky 

to work for this great organization since 
October of 1988. And thinking back to 

those first days in our small office in 
Trenton, New Jersey, it is hard to comprehend where the time has gone.

Where we were then (literally and figuratively) and were we are now, 
are as far apart as the years that separate us.

The alumni (Classes of 1987 – 1996) of our organization, names like 
Ed Sprague, Scott Servais, Ted Wood, Jim Abbott, Jason Varitek, Nomar 
Garciaparra, A.J. Hinch, Jacque Jones and 
Braden Looper all remember a town 
called Millington, a man named Babe and a 
local eatery known as Old Timers (owned 
by Babe, by the way, as is the ballpark).  
For many years, this was the summer home of USA Baseball and the site 
of our National Training Center. 
 
1997 saw a change in the leadership of the organization, and along with 
it a move to Tucson, Arizona.  Five years and 115 degrees later, we were 
on the move once again, but for the final time.

USA Baseball has called Cary, North Carolina (and the Triangle region) 
home since 2003, and our move to the area will be punctuated with 
the opening of the USA Baseball National Training Complex at Thomas 
Brooks Park in Cary on June 19th of this year.  A multi-million dollar 
Training Complex, the site will boast four Major League-level fields, 
including a main stadium with seating for up to 2,000 (plus additional 
berm seating), as well as three auxiliary fields within shouting distance of 
each other.  All four fields will be lighted, and from this point forward all 

After helping the University of Texas capture the 2002 
College World Series title, a CWS in which he was 
named the series’ Most Valuable Player, Street led the 
Longhorns into the semifinals the next year and into an-
other CWS championship game in 2004. The Oakland 
A’s had seen enough to make Street their first-round 

pick in ’04, and the All-American was in the majors 
for the start of the 2005 season, earning American 
League Rookie of the Year honors that season. He’s 
one of the elite players who – with his appearance 
in the 2006 World Baseball Classic – who has logged 
four stints with a USA Baseball team.

National Team development will be associated with this Complex.
In 1988 when I started with the organization we fielded just 2 National 
Teams.  As recently as 2006, we organized and funded 6 National Teams, 
as well as the various tournaments and trials to select those teams. 
As a proud sidebar, four of our National Teams won Gold Medals in 
international events in 2006 including qualifying for the 2008 Olympic 
Games in Beijing, as well as a Silver Medal in a World Championship.

As a non-profit organization, none of this success would be possible 
without the support of solid sponsors and backers, and we have been 
fortunate to have such stability.  Most recently, we have entered in to a 
long term partnership with Major League Baseball and feel as though the 
organization has never been on better footing.

I recently ran in to Mike Gosling who went to Brazil with our Junior 
National Team in 1997 (he is currently pitching for Louisville in the 
International League) and we were quickly catching up and reminiscing 
about different players and what they were up to now.  He commented 
matter-of-factly about all of the great guys I must have seen over the 
years.  He’s right.  Time changes everything . . . different home, different 
staff, different players and fans, yet USA Baseball remains the same 
today as we were 20 years ago.  An organization that is committed to 
identifying, selecting and training our nations’ elite level athletes in our 
national pastime.  A serious responsibility, but quite possibly the best job 
in the world.

I was once told that if you find a job you love you will never work another 
day in your life. . . . . 

“

“

I was once told that if you find a job you love
       you will never work another day in your life...

Executive Director/CEO



A Site to Behold: USA Baseball National    
Training Complex Opens – The $10.8 million complex 
will be officially unveiled when it’s the host site of the 
USA Baseball Tournament of Stars June 18-25.

Golden Announcement – 
On June 29, USA Baseball is set to announce the 30th 
winner of the Golden Spikes Award, given annually 
to the nation’s top amateur player. The award, spon-
sored by the Major League Baseball, has become 
synonymous with USA Baseball and excellence at 
the amateur level.

It’s a Pan Am Year – 
In the 2007 Pan Am Games in Rio de Janeiro, 
the U.S. will be looking to snap Cuba’s string 
of nine consecutive gold medals in the Pan Am 
games – the international tournament – played 
every four years.

Never Too Early To Be Thinking Gold: 
Constructing the 2008 Olympic Team – The USA Baseball 
Professional National Team travels to Taipei, Taiwan Nov. 
6-18 for the IBAF World Cup tournament, and 
that event figures to go a long way in determin-
ing who will be on the 2008 Olympic Baseball 
roster.

The Dutch Are Coming! 
The Dutch Are Coming! – They probably 
won’t be wearing wooden spikes, but for 
the first time ever The Netherlands Nation-
al Team will be coming to America to play a 
three-game series against the USA Baseball 
National Team July 28-31.

USA Women Prepare 
for World Cup – Fresh 
off their gold medal performance in 
the IBAF Women’s World Cup in 
Taiwan last August, the USA Baseball Women’s National Team will prepare for 
the next World Cup – set for 2008, and possibly in Cuba – by hosting Japan 
and Canada in the three-day International Friendship Series in Cary, N.C.

Still Looking for Olympians – 
The USA Baseball Professional National Team, comprised of 
many of the same players that helped Team USA qualify for the 
2008 Olympic Games in Beijing, China, head to Taipei, Taiwan 
for the IBAF World Cup tournament Nov. 6-18.

Coming Soon to a Park Near You – 
Several USA Baseball alumni made their Major League de-
buts during the first month of the season, and a handful of 
others could do the same before the season ends. Among 
the alumni debuting so far this year: Alex Gordon, Billy But-
ler, Travis Buck, Jarrod Saltalamacchia and Mike Pelfrey.

Young and Dominant: 
USA Baseball 14-U National Team heads 
to Puerto Rico – The USA Baseball 14-U 
National Team rolled over the rest of the 
world in the COPABE Regional Quali-
fying Tournament in Guatemala last 
January – outscoring its opponents 
99-28 over six games - and 
the team will look to do the 
same in the COPABE Pan 
Am “A” Championships 
in San Juan, Puerto Rico 
in November.
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Scottsdale, Arizona: 
Pitcher Roger Clemens made his first and only 
appearance in a USA Baseball uniform during 
the 2006 World Baseball Classic.  
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Durham, North Carolina: 
Second baseman Jemile Weeks, Miami (FL) leave the ground 
to put the tag on against Taiwan on July 14, 2006. 
 
Photos: Brian Fleming for USA Baseball.
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If you know of a good Costco in NY, feel free 
to email Jake at jakefehling@yahoo.com 

10



#

USA Baseball alum and 
current Cleveland Indian 

Grady Sizemore

	 “Since	2002	and	our	first	release,	we’ve	collected	
over	a	half-million	autographs...”

                                                         To	help	celebrate	five years	
of producing trading card sets of its National Teams, USA Baseball created a 
comprehensive box set featuring members of the 2006 USA Baseball National 
Team and Junior National Team.
 The USA Baseball National Teams box set was released in early May, and 
quickly sold out, although sets can still be purchased on the secondary market. 
Autographs have always been a staple of USA Baseball boxed sets and are again 
with the latest set as each set yields eight autographs mixed between National 
Team, Junior National Team or USA Baseball Alumni.
 Every autograph USA Baseball receives is donated by the players who want to 
give back to the organization. 

    

says David Perkins, USA Baseball director of marketing and licensing. “And every 
one of those has been donated by either alumni or current players. We as an 
organization are very, very appreciative of them doing that for us. It’s not only 
helping to support what they’re doing in the summer when they’re playing for us, 
but it’s also helping those that come after them.”
 The USA Baseball National Teams Box Set features the lowest print-run ever—
less than 10,000 sets. It also features the first-ever USA Baseball patch cards for 
both National Team and Junior National Team players, with each Patriotic Patch 
serial numbered to 20 copies.
 “We wanted a patriotic feel to this set,” Perkins says. “Adding the Statue of Liberty 
and the red, white and blue in the design are things that we thought collectors 
would appreciate.”
 USA Baseball plans to release a set highlighting the 2007 National Teams after 
this year.



Three continents in 30 
days. That’s how much 
ground the USA Baseball Na-
tional Team will cover this sum-
mer when it plays a series of 
international games in North 
America, South America and 
Europe.

The U.S. begins their busy month 
on – fittingly – the Fourth of July 
when it hosts the Japanese Colle-
giate All-Stars in Durham, N.C., in 
what has become an annual series 
between the two organizations. 

From there, it’s on to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil for the Pan Am Games 
where the U.S. will be looking to knock off the Cubans who have 
won gold at the event every year since the early 1970s. And fi-
nally, Team USA travels to Rotterdam, The Netherlands to play 
in the World Port Tournament.

If you’re counting (and really, if you are you need to stop before 
anyone discovers what you’re doing) the USA Baseball National 
Team will travel some 8,750 miles – or 14,083 kilometers for all 
our international friends – in those 30 days. Someone’s getting 
a new toaster with all those frequent flier miles.

“Three continents in 30 days may be a little unusual, but inter-
national travel is a big part of our business,” says Paul Seiler, 
Executive Director/CEO of USA Baseball. “We’ve seen it 
change in recent years, everything from getting tickets to 
checking in. We’re used to getting passports with 24 hours 
notice. That’s just kind of business as usual for us”.
“Now, it may be an eye-opener to the athletes. . .”

Indeed, the players and staff that travel will endure long flights, 
and will pass the time with iPods in their ears, portable DVD play-
ers in their laps and hand-held video game devices in their travel 
bags. It doesn’t get a whole lot more American than that. But the 
team will probably just be getting over its jet lag when its time to 
pack the bags again and head to The Netherlands.

In this post 9-11 era, traveling abroad with a group of red, white 
and blue-wearing athletes takes some planning and foresight. Not 
only are the players traveling to the event, but so are representa-
tives of USA Baseball as well as a handful of Major League Base-
ball security “agents” who are on hand to keep things running 
smoothly both at the game and away from it. These are actual ac-
tive police officers hired by MLB to provide security for athletes  

 and those traveling in the immediate Team USA party.
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USA Baseball takes an active role in determining what security mea-
sures will be put into place and how many agents will be needed for 
the trip. “We feel we need to take ownership of that,” Seiler says, 
“just like we do with the medical side, and just like we do with the 
informational side of things.”

The agents actually report to the USA Baseball training facility at the 
same time the players do. Why so early? “We want them to come in 
and literally and figuratively be part of the team,” Seiler explains.
The job of setting up the National Team’s travel itinerary falls onto the 
shoulders of Eric Campbell, USA Baseball, General Manager National 
Teams. But those are capable shoulders, as the General Manager with 

the other programs have developed a system to get things done. In 
short, they know the drill.

So when the National Team begins its training in the Northeast in 
mid-June in preparation for the Pan Am Games a month later, USA 
Baseball will have already booked flights, secured passports, made ho-
tel accommodations, confirmed ground transportation and made the 
necessary arrangements to get a traveling group of 25-30 on a plane, 
on time, and ready to hit the field. . .some 4,695 miles away.

Don’t feel too badly for the group. They’ll have a whole two weeks to 
prepare for the next continent.
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     edro Alvarez burst upon the scene 
in the spring of 2006 as a freshman at 
Vanderbilt, earning First Team All-SEC 
honors as a third baseman while be-
ing named Freshman of the Year by 
both Baseball America and Collegiate 
Baseball – that after slugging a school-
record 17 home runs to go with 17 
doubles, 55 RBI and a .330 batting av-
erage. Think that’s all there is to know 
about the All-American third baseman? 
Think again. Here’s 10 things we’re 
guessing you didn’t know:
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He’s a Boston Red Sox fan . . . from 
New York City: Alvarez grew up in New York 
idolizing fellow New Yorker Manny Ramirez and Red 
Sox DH David Ortiz. So when the Red Sox brought the 
18-year-old Alvarez into Fenway Park for a pre-draft 
workout in 2005, the kid was understandably starry-
eyed. Yet it didn’t affect his hitting, as he launched a 
series of home runs over the right-field fence.

He has already been drafted by the 
Boston Red Sox: The Red Sox drafted Pedro 
in the 14th Round and made him a significant offer 
to sign, but the youngster opted to attend Vanderbilt 
instead. “It was definitely difficult not signing, because 
my family and I were presented with a lot of money 
that was very significant to us – money that we had 
never encountered in our lives,” Alvarez says. “But 
coming to school and getting my education was the 
best choice I could have ever made.”

His first home run over the fence 
came as an 8-year-old: “It was my first 
year of Little League, and it went over the centerfield 
wall against one of my friends,” Alvarez recalls. “It was 
funny because I was running like it was a single – I 
was running as hard as I could. I noticed it went over 
the fence, but I kept running as hard as I could. 
I didn’t know I could slow down.”

His favorite TV shows: “With the schedule 
we have it’s hard to keep up with any shows,” he says, 
“but I like to watch Baseball Tonight and Family Guy.”

He signed his first autograph . . . at 
age 11: During a Little League regional tournament 
in New York state, Pedro launched a home run for his 
team of fifth-graders. “After the game a little kid came 
up to me and wanted my autograph,” Alvarez says with 
a laugh. “I didn’t know how to react to it. I just laughed 
and signed. That was the first one I ever did.”

Best advice he’s ever received: “It’s 
pretty well known by a lot of people: Champions are 
made when no one is looking,” Pedro says. “When I 
was younger my dad and I would go out and practice 
every day and people would ask me why I practiced 
so much. They’d say, ‘You do so well, why do you still 
practice that much?’ On the contrary, the harder you 
work the better the results. I learned not to be compla-
cent.”

He goes through a superstitious 
routine before every pitch: No Alvarez 
at-bat is complete without a certain ritual. “Before 
every pitch I have to cross the plate with my bat,” he 
says. “I tap the outside part, tap the inside then tap 
the front of the plate. I have no idea when I started do-
ing that, but I’ve been doing it a long time.”

His greatest baseball thrill to date 
came while wearing the Red, White 
and Blue: Actually, there was some gold in there, 
too. The 2006 USA Baseball National Team’s gold 
medal-winning performance in the 2006 FISU Cham-
pionship in Havana, Cuba – the first-ever tournament 
win on Cuban soil for the USA Baseball National Team 
– remains Pedro’s most memorable moment on the 
field. “It’s one of the few times I’ve won a champion-
ship,” he says. “Before winning the gold, the last time I 
had won a championship was when I was playing sum-
mer ball as a kid.”

He studies Economics and Business 
at Vanderbilt: Alvarez is an Economics major 
who sees himself “working in a business-like job or 
career” at some point in his life; “Definitely something 
with business and economics,” he says. Of course, 
there could be a little thing called a “baseball career” 
ahead of any such business career for the slugger. 
“Yeah,” Alvarez says with a laugh, “that wouldn’t be 
too bad, either.”

His favorite player has changed: 
Back when he was a kid, Alvarez told people his fa-
vorite player was Bobby Bonilla – mostly because that 
was his dad’s favorite. “I guess I just went with what-
ever my dad liked,” he says. Today, he follows 
Manny Ramirez, David Ortiz and is a big fan 
of Ken Griffey Jr.
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USA Baseball Professional National Team
November 6-18: Taipei, Taiwan 
IBAF World Cup 

USA Baseball National Team 
(Collegiate)
June 19-24: Northeast U.S. 
Pre-Tour Training with NECBL

June 26-28: Cary, North Carolina 
Pre-Tour Training (cont.)

June 29-July 3: North Carolina 
USA vs. Chinese Taipei

July 4-9: Durham, North Carolina 
USA vs. Japan

July 14-19: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
Pan American Games  

July 22-27: TBD – United States 
USA vs. China 
July 28-30: Durham, North Carolina 
USA vs. The Netherlands 

August 3-12: Rotterdam, The Netherlands 
World Port Tournament 

USA Baseball Junior National Team  
(18-under)
June 18-25: Cary, North Carolina 
USA Baseball Tournament of Stars

August 14-19: Joplin, Missouri 
USA Baseball Junior National Team Trials

August 20-23: Joplin, Missouri 
USA Baseball Junior National Team Training

August 24-September 2: Veracruz, Mexico 
COPABE Pan Am “AAA” Championships 

Junior Olympic/USA Baseball Youth  
National Team (16-under)
June 22-30: Peoria and Surprise, Arizona 
West Coast Junior Olympic Championships

June 22-30: Jupiter, Florida 
East Coast Junior Olympic Championships

August 4-10: Cary, North Carolina 
Youth National Team Trials

August 11-14: Cary, North Carolina 
Youth National Team Training

Champions Program/USA Baseball 
National Team (14-under)
January 18: Phoenix, Arizona 
14-U National Team Training

January 20-27: Guatemala City, Guatemala 
COPABE Regional Qualifying Tournament 
May 25-28: Mesa, Ariz./Lee County, Florida 
Champions Classic

Fall 2007: Various Cities 
Champions Program Sectional Tournaments

November 3-6: Various Cities 
Champions Program Regional Tournaments

November: San Juan, Puerto Rico 
COPABE Pan Am “A” Championships

USA Baseball Women’s National Team
September 1-3: Cary, North Carolina 
International Friendship Series  
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 Chris Valaika  has played at three different 
levels with USA Baseball over the years, beginning with the Youth National 
Team and finishing with the National Team, but nothing could quite prepare 
him for his first Major League experience.
 Called up to the big leagues for a period during spring training last 
March, the Reds’ minor league shortstop found himself on the field against 
the Philadelphia Phillies. As if that wasn’t enough, the bases were loaded and 
reigning NL MVP (and USA Baseball alumni) Ryan Howard was stepping to 
the plate.
 And the infield was in.
 “I remember thinking, ‘If he hits a line drive at me, I’m dead,’” Va-
laika recalls.
 Alas, Valaika, a former USA Baseball Youth Team, Junior National 
Team and National Team member, got off the field unscathed. He was re-
turned to the Reds’ minor league camp a few days later, but had gotten ex-
actly what Cincinnati wanted him to get – a taste of life at the top.
 The California native has been making it look easy since signing with 
the Reds as a third-round draft pick last year out of UC Santa Barbara. He 
hit the ground running - and hitting - drilling Pioneer League pitching to the 
tune of a .348 average that included 10 doubles, 2 triples, 2 HR and 26 RBI at 
rookie-league Billings. That earned him 2006 Pioneer League Most Valuable 
Player honors.
 “I was a little surprised because I was making the transition from 
a l u m i n u m 
to wood,” 
Valaika says. 
“We had a 
great season at Billings, and I think that made it easier for everybody to do 
well.”
 Those who know Valaika, however, haven’t been surprised at his 
steady success as a pro. After all, this is the kid who – despite being one 
of the youngest players on the team – blended in seamlessly on the 2004 
USA Baseball National Team that featured the likes of Alex Gordon, Luke 
Hochevar, Jeff Clement, Drew Stubbs, Mike Pelfrey, Travis Buck and several 
others.
 “I was a freshman on that team and a lot of those guys were older 
than me,” he says. “But it was great just to watch them go about their busi-
ness, even though they were still in college they were true professionals.”
 The international game has prepared Valaika for the nuances that 
come with being a pro ballplayer. For one thing, he’s already played in front 
of hostile crowds. “When you play overseas, you’re under fire and every-
body wants you to lose,” he says. For another, he’s already played on the 
same field with some of the best young baseball talent on the planet.
 “From the Youth Team to the Junior National Team to college and 
now pro ball, it’s all been building blocks,” Valaika says. “The experience of 
being able to play with the best guys in the country, traveling to other nations 
and playing there has been unbelievable.
 “I go to the website and see all of the names of players in the big 
leagues that I’ve come across with USA Baseball, and it’s great,” he adds. 
“USA Baseball has done a great job preparing guys for [pro] baseball.”
 And Valaika has a lot to talk about. With the Olympics approaching 
in 2008 and the next World Baseball Classic not far away, could there be 
more to discuss?

“When you play overseas, you’re under 
fire and everybody wants you to lose.”

Youth National, 2001

National, 2004



For the first time ever, the annual Tournament of Stars – the talent-rich 
tournament in which USA Baseball officials select participating play-
ers to tryout for the Junior National Team (18-U) – will be conducted 
at the organization’s new facilities in Cary, N.C.

Long a staple of Joe Becker Stadium in Joplin, Mo., the tournament’s 
structure remains the same as eight hand-picked amateur teams 
comprised of the nation’s top players vie for the TOS championship, 
and for the chance to compete for a roster spot on the USA Baseball 
Junior National Team.

The Tournament of Stars includes 144 players and teams represent-
ing AABC (American Amateur Baseball Congress), American League 
Baseball, Babe Ruth Baseball, Dixie Youth Baseball, NABF (National 
Amateur Baseball Federation), PONY Baseball, RBI (Reviving Base-
ball in Inner Cities) and USA Stars. The teams compete in two pools, 
each consisting of four teams.

The tournament has featured some big names over 
the years, with a list that reads like a Who’s Who of 

USA Baseball Alumni: Joe Mauer, Billy 
Butler, Jeff Francoeur, Scott Kazmir and 
Luke Hochevar among others.

While the backdrop of the six-day 
event remains the opportunity to per-
form in front of the USA Baseball staff, 
the Tournament of Stars is also about 
bragging rights to the participating or-
ganizations. Last year, AABC won the 

Michael Main, 2006

event and remains the champ until a new one is crowned during this 
year’s tournament June 18-25. That week also is a big one for the 
community as well, as 72 “host families” willing to take in ballplayers 
for the duration of the Tournament of Stars are instrumental to the 
event’s success.

Through the support of Major League Baseball, each players’ ex-
penses including travel to and from the event are covered.

During the tournament, USA Baseball officials led by Ray Darwin, 
the director of the Junior 
National Team and the 
Tournament of Stars, 
begin the process of se-
lecting 32 players from 
the Tournament of Stars’ 

entire field of 144 players. Those 32 players then attend a week-long 
trials period and from that group, an 18-man USA Baseball Junior 
National Team is picked.

Darwin and the USA Baseball staff, including Junior National Team 
head coach Victor Solis (Gateway CC, Phoenix, Ariz.) put a lot of 
stock into how the players perform on the field of play. It’s a very 
results-driven week, but USA Baseball is also interested in the in-
tangibles, such as how a player interacts with his peers and how he 
handles competing against other gifted athletes.

 “Beyond the on-field performance, we’re definitely looking at how 
they handle adversity, and the Tournament of Stars is a great week-
long test for that because the players are playing against the best.”

“Ultimately,” Darwin continues, “we’re taking them to a foreign coun-
try and besides on-field adversity there will be some off-field adver-
sity, too. So we look at how they handle that, and how they would 
potentially travel.”

In the summer between dominating seasons as a ju-
nior and senior at Old Dominion University, Verlander 
led Team USA in strikeouts while tying Jered Weaver for 
most starts (seven). He was a first-round draft pick of 
the Detroit Tigers in 2004. Last season in Detroit, Ver-

lander’s 17 wins tied Kenny Rogers for the club lead 
as the Tigers reached the World Series for the first 
time in 22 years. His outstanding season earned him 
American League Rookie of the Year honors.



After helping the University of Texas capture the 2002 
College World Series title, a CWS in which he was named 
the series’ Most Valuable Player, Street led the Longhorns 
into the semifinals the next year and into another CWS 
championship game in 2004, although Texas lost to Cal 
State Fullerton. The Oakland A’s had seen enough to make 
Street their first-round pick in ’04, and the All-American 

was in the majors for the start of the 2005 season, earn-
ing American League Rookie of the Year honors that 
season. Interestingly enough, Street did not pitch for the 
2001 USA Baseball Junior Team, playing only as a posi-
tion player. He’s one of the elite players who – with his 
appearance in the 2006 World Baseball Classic – who 
has logged four stints with a USA Baseball team.

Unfortunately, I am the one staff member at USA Baseball who is qualified 
to write such a recap due to the fact that I have been lucky to work for 
this great organization since October of 1988.   And thinking back to 
those first days in our small office in Trenton, New Jersey, it is hard to 
comprehend where the time has gone.

Where we were then (literally and figuratively) and were we are now, 
are as far apart as the years that separate us.

The alumni (Classes of 1987 – 1996) of our organization, names like 
Ed Sprague, Scott Servais, Ted Wood, Jim Abbott, Jason Varitek, Nomar 
Garciaparra, A.J. Hinch, Jacque Jones and Braden Looper all remember 
a town called Millington, a man named Babe and a local eatery known as 
Old Timers (owned by Babe, by the way, as 
is the ballpark).  For many years, this was 
the summer home of USA Baseball and the 
site of our National Training Center.  They 
players and coaches no doubt remember 
the stifling summer heat as well.

1997 saw a change in the leadership of the organization, and along with 
it a move to Tucson, Arizona.  Five years and 115 degrees later, we were 
on the move once again, but for the final time.

USA Baseball has called Cary, North Carolina (and the Triangle region) 
home since 2003, and our move to the area will be punctuated with 
the opening of the USA Baseball National Training Complex at Thomas 
Brooks Park in Cary on June 19th of this year.  A multi-million dollar 
Training Complex, the site will boast four Major League-level fields, 
including a main stadium with for seating for up to 2,000 (plus additional 
berm seating), as well as three auxiliary fields within shouting distance of 
each other.  All four fields will be lighted, and from this point forward all 

National Team development will be associated with this Complex.
In 1988 when I started with the organization we fielded just 2 National 
Teams.  As recently as 2006, we organized and funded 6 National Teams, 
as well as the various tournaments and trials to select those teams. 
As a proud sidebar, four of our National Teams won Gold Medals in 
international events in 2006 including qualifying for the 2008 Olympic 
Games in Beijing, as well as a Silver Medal in a World Championship.

As a non-profit organization, none of this success would be possible 
without the support of solid sponsors and backers, and we have been 
fortunate to have such stability.  Most recently, we have entered in to a 
long term partnership with Major League Baseball and feel as though the 
organization has never been on better footing.

I recently ran in to Mike Gosling who went to Brazil with our Junior 
National Team in 1997 (he is currently pitching for Louisville in the 
International League) and we were quickly catching up and reminiscing 
about different players and what they were up to now.  He commented 
matter-of-factly about all of the great guys I must have seen over the 
years.  He’s right.  Time changes everything . . . different home, different 
staff, different players and fans, yet USA Baseball remains the same 
today as we were 20 years ago.  An organization that is committed to 
identifying, selecting and training our nations’ elite level athletes in our 
national pastime.  A serious responsibility, but quite possibly the best job 
in the world.

I was once told that if you find a job you love you will never work another 
day in your life. . . . . 

Koka Booth Amphitheatre of Regency Park. The outdoor facility 
opened in 2001, and is the site of concerts and performing arts 
shows, fireworks displays and other community-minded events.
Residents of Cary also take pride in their high education level, 
and the town sits in the shadows of accomplished universities 
including Duke, North Carolina State and the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. Each campus is just 20 minutes from the 
town limits. According to recent research conducted by the Town 
of Cary, more than two-thirds of adults in the city hold a college 
degree and nine of 10 are active on the Internet. No wonder Cary 
likes to call itself the Technology Town of North Carolina. 
While future growth is inevitable, for now Cary holds tightly to 
its well-deserved reputation as a quality-minded mid-sized town 
with sophisticated big-city opportunities.

To see what the Town of Cary has committed to and to have it all come 
together in such a wonderful manner, we couldn’t be happier.

To visit the Town of Cary, N.C., is to visit a town with a sterling 
reputation for quality of life, great business opportunities and 
solid citizenry.
In less than two years, Cary has seen its population grow 4.68 
percent to just over 117,000, and word is out on what the town 
has to offer. Indeed, the August 2006 issue of Money Magazine 
listed Cary as one of the Best Small Cities in America, ranking the 
town fifth on its 2006 list of Best Places to Live.
Yet despite the growth, Cary works hard to maintain a level of trust 
with its residents and commitment to the community. There’s a 
reason Cary still calls itself the Town of Cary, choosing to keep 
the word “city” out of its title. 
The construction of the USA Baseball National Training Complex 
will bring an international flavor to Cary, as USA Baseball will host 
teams from around the world to play games aimed at prepar-
ing the United States for 
World Cup and Pan Am 
Games play. “To see what 
the Town of Cary has 
committed to and to have it all come together in such a wonder-
ful manner, we couldn’t be happier,” USA Baseball Executive Di-
rector/CEO Paul Seiler said. “We are very much looking forward 
to sharing this facility with the residents of Cary, and having our 
elite athletes train here.”
Cary boasts other athletic facilities as well, including well-main-
tained fields for youth baseball, softball, soccer and other sports. 
The Parks and Recreation Department promotes extensive pro-
grams for both youths and adults who want to play in leagues or 
learn to participate in activities such as golf and volleyball.
From a cultural standpoint, the Town of Cary 
sits well above the curve and is home to the 
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Virtually every major national am-
ateur baseball organization in America is united 
as a USA Baseball National Member. As a re-
sult, USA Baseball governs more than twelve 
million amateur players in ballparks and playgrounds across 
the country.
   USA Baseball is responsible for promoting and developing 
the game of baseball at the grassroots level, both nationally 
and internationally. As the commissioner’s office of amateur 
baseball, USA Baseball is a resource center for its various 
membership groups, fans and players.
   USA Baseball fields several national teams that compete in 
international competition. The lineup includes:



jor league 25-man roster when the club is 
selected in October. That, in all likelihood, 
eliminates players such as Brandon Wood, 
Billy Butler and Zack Segovia and could 
also affect other players such as Bobby 
Hill, J. Brent Cox, Jarrod Saltalamacchia 
and Kevin Slowey—depending on their 
club’s needs down the pennant stretch.
Whoever takes the field for Team USA in 
the November World Cup is probably go-
ing to be taking the field for the U.S. in the 
Olympics.
“The guys with us in November are prob-
ably going to be the nucleus of our Olym-
pic Club for 2008,” Watson says. “We’re 
going to be looking for guys who are good 
players, definitely; But we’re also going to 
be looking at some really young talent—
some High-A guys. 
We might even look at some six-year free 
agents. If you notice, I usually have a pret-
ty good blend of youth and veteran play-
ers on the roster.
“The other thing,” Watson adds, “is that 
I’m a firm believer in being strong up the 
middle. And that’s what we’re looking to 
do.” 

Bob Watson’s job with USA Baseball seem-
ingly never ends. There’s always something to be 
done with respect to Team USA’s professional team, 
particularly as players get called up to the big leagues 
and no longer are eligible for international play.

But Watson figures he’ll really begin get-
ting busy after the Futures Game at the 
Major League Baseball All-Star Game 
break in July. That’s when his focus will be 
on the 2008 Olympic Games.
Watson, USA Baseball’s general man-
ager of professional teams, will begin to 
address the needs of the USA profes-

sional team that already has qualified for 
the 2008 Olympics in Beijing, China and 
is preparing to play in the International 
Baseball Federation World Cup Nov. 6-18 
in Taipei, Taiwan. His role is to construct 
the roster, with input from manager Dav-
ey Johnson and a few select other USA 
Baseball officials. 

Team USA qualified for the ’08 Olympics 
last August, winning the gold by beating 
Cuba on Cuban soil in the Americas Olym-
pic Qualifying Tournament. 
“A lot of those kids that won with us in 
Cuba,” Watson says, “are going to be in the 
big leagues by September, if not before. I’m 
thinking we may only have five [players] in 
the World Cup that we had in Cuba.”
Player eligibility for the World Cup event 
in November consists of players affiliated 
with a major league team, but not on a ma-

“Whoever takes the field for Team USA in the November World Cup 
is probably going to be taking the field for the U.S. in the Olympics.”
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national team
c o l l e g e

This year, for the first time—and if they have 
their way the only time—USA Baseball will select its 
20-man National Team through a selection process 
that does not include the normal week-long trials.

That’s because of the Pan American 
Games in Brazil, scheduled for July 14-19. 
In a normal year, the National Team would 
just be getting into the swing of things in 
mid-July, still preparing for whatever inter-

national tournament it played in August.
“Not having a trials is tough,” says USA 
Baseball National Teams General Manag-
er Eric Campbell. “But with the schedule 
the way it is, this year we just didn’t have 

the luxury to have trials. We just couldn’t 
do it.”
Instead, USA Baseball selected its 2007 
National Team through the recommenda-
tions of an experienced committee of USA 
Baseball personnel and college baseball 
officials. There certainly wasn’t a shortage 
of candidates to select to the team, and two 
member of the ’06 National Team agreed 
to return for another year—Vanderbilt third 
baseman Pedro Alvarez and University of 
Miami second baseman Jemile Weeks. 
The committee then had to begin paring 
down the list to 20 names—no easy task.
“We’ve had some tough decisions,” 
Campbell says. “But I’m really happy with 

the committee and how they’ve worked 
with this.”
One of those committee members was ’07 
National Team head coach Mike Weath-
ers of Long Beach State. “We start paring 
down the list based on availability, if the 
player wants to participate, how their sea-
son is going and how they are performing,” 
Weathers says. “It’s a high performance-
based selection.”
The National Team will be looking to break 
the Pan Am stranglehold Cuba has had 
on the event. The Pan Am Games are 
played every four years, and the Cubans 
have won the gold nine consecutive times 
dating back to 1971. The U.S. has won 
the silver in each of the last two Pan Am 
Games.
This year the Pan Am Games will be 
played in Rio de Janeiro.
“The Pan Am Games are just below the 
Olympics” in terms of international compe-
tition and feel, Weathers says. “You’ve got 
the Pan Am Village that all the countries 
live in together. It’s a tremendous experi-

ence, there’s travel, and the environment 
in another country. And you’re playing for 
medals—gold, silver and bronze—not just 
playing for a championship of a tourna-
ment. So the competition is as stiff as it 
can be.”
Each country handles the selection of their 
Pan Am Teams differently. The U.S. sends 
the college National Team, while countries 
such as Cuba, Mexico, Dominican Repub-
lic and Venezuela usually have a sprinkling 
of ex-big league ballplayers on their roster. 
“It’s a tremendous challenge playing the 
international teams,” Weathers says. “But 
that’s what makes this so great.” 

“It’s a tremendous challenge playing 
the international teams, but that’s what makes this so great.”
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“To us, selecting the Junior team is 
more about performance 

than strictly having the on-field tools.”

The USA Baseball Junior National 
Team, coming off a silver medal performance at 
the International Baseball Federation “AAA” World 
Junior Championships last August in Cuba, will 
be looking for gold in the COPABE Pan Am “AAA” 
Championships in Veracruz, Mexico in August.

During the Tournament of Stars at USA 
Baseball’s new training facility in Cary, 
N.C. June 18-25, USA Baseball officials 
led by Ray Darwin, the director of the Ju-
nior National Team and the Tournament of 
Stars, begin the process of selecting 32 
players from the Tournament of Stars’ en-
tire field of 144 players. Those 32 players 
then attend a week-long trials period—this 
year they are in Joplin, Missouri—and 
from that group, an 18-man USA Baseball 
Junior National Team is picked.
“The pros are looking for the biggest, 
strongest kid with the best tools,” Darwin 
says. “But we go a little more on the per-
formance side—actually getting outs, the 
effectiveness of the pitcher rather than the 
fact he can throw 95 [mph]. To us, select-
ing the Junior team is more about per-
formance than strictly having the on-field 
tools.”
In 2006, the Junior National Team’s road 
to the silver medal in the IBF World Ju-
nior Championships in Cuba featured 
a memorable pitching performance by 
Blake Beavan of Irving, Texas, who hurled 
a complete-game victory over the host 
Cubans in the tournament quarterfinals. 

“That game against Cuba was the most 
memorable baseball experience that I’ve 
ever had,” says 2007 Junior National 
Team head coach Victor Solis (Gateway 
CC, Phoenix, Arizona), an assistant on the 
’06 team. “It’s certainly a game that is go-
ing to be etched in my memory forever.”
While the ’06 team eventually lost to Ko-
rea in the gold medal game, Solis looks 
forward to preparing the ’07 JNT for the 
COPABE Pan Am “AAA” Championships 
in Mexico later this summer.
“It’s an indescribable honor to coach for 
USA Baseball,” Solis says. “It’s still a little 
mind-boggling. The important thing for us 
is to represent USA Baseball properly, and 
that’s with good people playing the game 
hard, playing it right and treating the game 

with the respect it deserves.”
The Junior National Team carries with it a 
prestige not often found at that age level. 
Darwin says. “This is the biggest thing 
you can do—playing for your country and 
playing in those environments where no-
body likes you and nobody is rooting for 
you. That’s competition, and in our opin-
ion that competition and environment is 
bigger and better than playing anywhere 
else,” Darwin says. 
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How much has competitive baseball boomed 
in the United States?

Just 11 years ago, when USA Baseball 
staged its first Junior Olympic Team tour-
nament, the organization needed just one 
venue—Ft. Myers, Florida—to handle the 
event. The field consisted of 28 teams.
These days, the event is conducted over 
two states—Florida and Arizona—and the 
field is limited to 144 teams. And teams 

are being turned away. “It’s supply and de-
mand,” says Jeff Singer, USA Baseball’s 
director of the Junior Olympic Tournament 
and the Youth National Team. “There are 
far more teams applying than we actually 
have spots for.”
Such is the rise in popularity of 16-under 
baseball in America.
“Recently, travel teams have exploded 
and kids are playing at a higher level of 
baseball at this age,” Singer says. “Fresh-
men and sophomores are getting a lot 
more recognition by the national scout-
ing services, college scouts and recruit-
ers. That translates into kids taking it a lot 
more seriously.”
The United States certainly has enjoyed a 
strong showing internationally at the youth 
level, having rolled through the 2006 Pan 
Am Championships en route to capturing 
the gold medal by run-ruling Venezuela 
13-3 in the title game. The USA Baseball 

Youth National Team dominated the oppo-
sition in the tournament, going 9-0 in tour-
nament play while trailing for—get this—
just three innings the entire tournament. 
“We come to tournaments and in general 
our players are more developed,” Singer 

“We come to tournaments and in general  
our players are more developed.”

says. “We still come up against some big 
teams, but the depth at 1-18 on our roster,  
is much more developed.”
The process of compiling the Youth Na-
tional Team begins with the Junior Olym-
pic Tournament. USA Baseball has a task 
force that watches each and every game 
played that week in both Jupiter, Florida, 
and in Peoria and Surprise, Arizona. The 
organization also conducts a National 
Team testing day during the week at both 
the Florida and Arizona sites, where offi-
cials can watch each kid run, throw,“ and 
gauge their general athletic and baseball 
aptitude,” says Singer. “That gives us a 
little more insight into who we might want 
to take further look at. But once it gets go-
ing, it’s the games that matter. Some kids 
come in with a little bit of a reputation and 
a fast 60 time, but we’ve got to actually 

see them perform during the week in the 
7-10 games they play.”
After each day’s games, members of the 
task force conference call and talk about 
the day’s events—who might be someone 
to consider for the Youth National Trials 
and who may not be ready. “We rely on 
the expertise and experience of the guys 
at each site,” Singer explains.
At the end of the tournament, USA Base-
ball selects 36 players to attend the Youth 
National Team Trials. After a week of tri-
als, the final 18-player roster is picked. 
This year, the East Coast Junior Olympic 
Championships and the West Coast Ju-
nior Olympic Championships will be con-
ducted June 22-30. Youth National Team 
Trials in Cary, N.C., run from Aug. 4-10, 
and the Youth National Team Training 
runs from Aug. 11-14.
Head coach of the 2007 USA Baseball 
Youth National Team will be Gary Hatch, 
the head coach at Sehome High School 
in Bellingham, Washington. Hatch was an 
assistant coach on the ’06 gold medal-
winning Youth National Team. 
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Officials at USA Baseball  
figured a 14-under National Team would be success-
ful on the world stage. That was never an issue.

But nobody figured they would be as suc-
cessful and dominant as they were in 
winning the gold medal at the Pan Am ‘A’ 
Regional Qualifying event earlier this year 
in Guatemala. In six games, the first-ever 
USA Baseball 14-under team held its op-
ponents to a .171 batting average and out-
scored the opposition 99-28.
“The way we won the games was cer-
tainly impressive,” says Rick Riccobono, 

director of the USA Baseball’s Champions 
Program and the 14-U National Team. Our 
goal first and foremost was to qualify for 
the Pan Ams. I think for all of our teams 
the goal is to qualify for what the next big 
event is. Once we qualified, the goal was 
the goal medal.”
But a National Team for 14 years olds?
“I certainly want to stress that we don’t 
have any plans to go and lower in age than 
we are right now,” Riccobono says. “We’ve 
been around 18s and 16s for a while, and 
while it may seem crazy thinking that far 
ahead with 14 years olds, we’re trying 
to expand the Olympic and international 
pipeline. It can be a difficult thing to do, 
trying to project a 14-year-old, but in terms 

of our organization, it’s about getting the 
name out there and letting people know 
the experience is available to them.”
USA Baseball will select the players for the 
next 14-U National Team from the Champi-
ons Classic—a dual tournament held May 
25-28 in Mesa, Arizona, and Lee County, 
Florida—and the Champions Program 
Sectional Tournaments in various cities 
across the nation this fall. USA Baseball 

“We want to know if the player is someone we want and feel comfortable and confident with 
representing the United States internationally.”

has a task force in place to watch each 
and every game and evaluate the players. 
Players chosen—usually about 36—go to 
a week-long trials event and after the trials 
an 18-player roster is formed. The team is 
chosen by USA Baseball officials and the 
coaching staff.
“A lot of what we look for isn’t just the talent 
and the skills,” Riccobono says. “We want 
to know if the player is someone we want 
and feel comfortable and confident with 
representing the United States interna-
tionally. That’s a very big part of it—know-
ing how to conduct yourselves when you 
go out because people begin to form an 
opinion of what America is all about and 
what it stands for, even at 14.”
Riccobono says the issue of maturity chal-
lenges with 14-year-old players wasn’t a 
problem, although the organization had 
discussed the issue before the team was 
actually selected.
“It certainly was a new venture for us in a 
lot of ways, and one of those ways was 
the maturity thing,” Riccobono says. “But 
there’s challenges with any age group, 
including older players With 14 year olds, 
you might be dealing with little problems 
as opposed to major ones. But again, we 
look for players we feel comfortable repre-
senting us.”
Team USA will go for the gold medal 
when it travels to San Juan, Puerto Rico 
in November for the COPABE Pan Am “A” 
Championships. 
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Coming off the second gold med-
al in the short three-year history of the USA Baseball 
Women’s National Team, the goal this year is to begin 
constructing a roster to compete in the bi-annual IBAF 
Women’s World Cup.

That process begins with the invitation of 
25 women to the USA Baseball training 
facility in Cary, North Carolina, to begin 

workouts and playing exhibition games 
during the summer. Players ages 16-older 
are eligible to play, and last year’s gold 
medal champion team at the IBAF Wom-
en’s World Cup tournament in Taiwan in-
cluded a diverse age group that featured 
young women who had just finished their 
first year of high school as well as other 
players who had already graduated high 
school before the youngest on the team 
was born.
“Age makes no difference whatsoever,” 
says USA Baseball Women’s National 

Team Coach Brian Bright, an assistant 
on the ’06 team. “What makes the differ-
ence is team leadership. There’s a feeling 

amongst all the women, whether they are 
16, 20 or 40, that they want to see wom-
en’s baseball succeed, for themselves 
and for others down the road.”
How Bright, a former Red Sox farmhand 
who also played and coached at UMass 
Amherst before entering the business 
world, wound up coaching a women’s 
national team is an interesting story. Ju-
lie Croteau, Team USA manager for the 
’06 team, had known Bright while the two 
were at UMass Amherst. In 2005, Croteau 
was looking for an assistant coach to help 
take the team to the World Cup the next 
year; Bright was looking to get back into 
the game in some capacity. It was a per-
fect fit.
“That put me in a position to get back into 
coaching,” Bright says. “Fortunately, USA 
Baseball contacted me for this position.”
Team USA defeated Japan in a thrilling 13-
11 game in the World Cup championship 
last summer, and the starting pitcher in 
that championship game was 16-year-old 
Jennifer Hunter of Tarpon Springs, Florida. 
The MVP of the tournament, in Croteau’s 
opinion, was 33-year-old Donna Mills.
Both could be back this year as Team USA 
plays host to Japan and Canada during 
the International Friendship Series in Cary 
Sept. 1-3. That tournament will help USA 
Baseball determine its 18-player roster to 
defend its gold medal at the 2008 World 
Cup.
Team USA has now won back-to-back 
gold medals in the women’s World Cup. 
The objective remains to win more. 

“There’s a feeling amongst all the women, whether they are 16, 20 or 40, 
that they want to see women’s baseball succeed.”
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“This year we asked the sports information directors to nominate kids from their school. 
We think this is better because you get a more diverse crowd of kids 

from all over the country.”

usa  baseball

award
g o l d e n  s p i k e s

When the Golden Spikes Award 
is presented to the top amateur player in the coun-
try in June, it will be the culmination of months and 
months of behind-the-scenes preparation.

Multiple conference calls between USA 
Baseball officials and a select voting body 
began in February and continued into 
June. Based on the nominations from 
sports information directors around the 
nation, USA Baseball compiled an initial 
list of more than 200 candidates for the 
award. And each name was discussed 
and their season dissected in detail.
This marked a change in the nomination 
process for USA Baseball, which used to 
compile the list of nominations internally. 
“This year we asked the sports informa-
tion directors to nominate players from 
their school,” says Matt Titus, USA Base-
ball’s program coordinator for the Golden 
Spikes Award. “We think this is better be-

cause you get a more diverse group of 
athletes from all over the country. It helps 
USA Baseball because it ensures that we 
have a more complete coverage of the en-
tire country and that these players are well 
represented for the award.
“It also gets some participation and owner-
ship from the schools,” Titus adds.
In addition to the nominations, USA Base-
ball asked the sports information direc-
tors to submit weekly stat updates of their 
nominated players and to prepare a one-
page front and back sheet on the player to 
be included in the voting packages.
USA Baseball sent more than 275 letters 
to Division I schools advising them of the 
nominating procedures, and limited each 
school to no more than three nominations. 
Titus says most schools don’t have three 

legitimate candidates, but the organization 
needed to include the few elite that do, 
such as Vanderbilt—with lefthander David 
Price, third baseman Pedro Alvarez and 
righthander Casey Weathers.
USA Baseball officials took the initial can-
didate list and, after thorough discussions, 
trimmed the list to 50 names. Titus says 
the organization also allowed for “rolling 
nominations” to include late surprises. “If 
someone [not initially nominated] comes 
out on fire, and by the middle of the sea-
son everyone realizes he’s having an 
All-American season, that person could 
be nominated before the list of 50 is re-
leased,” Titus says.
The final list of 50 were then sent to the 
voting body consisting of all 30 Major 
League Baseball General Managers, se-
lect MLB officials, past USA Baseball Na-
tional Team coaches, select members of 
the media, former USA Baseball sports 
information directors and current USA 
Baseball staff—close to 150 voters in all.
In May, the voting body was asked to vote 
for five players from the list of 50 names. 
About three weeks later, they were asked 
to vote for one player from the list of five.
That player will be revealed nationally 
June 29th on the Golden Spikes Award 
show on ESPN-U. 

2005 Winner 
Alex Gordon 
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”“I just like being 
around the game.

        ick Eckstein is a man on the move. 
These days he’s moving up in the coaching ranks, where 
he currently is the hitting coach for the Triple-A Memphis 
Redbirds of the Pacific Coast League —having served in the 
same capacity with the Washington Nationals’ Triple-A affiliate  
before that.
 Eckstein—the older brother of Cardinals shortstop and  
2006 World Series MVP David Eckstein—also happens to be an 
experienced coach with USA Baseball, having served as Davey 
Johnson’s third base coach on the USA Baseball Professional 
National Team that won the gold medal by beating host Cuba 
in the American Olympic Qualifier in 
Havana last August, a win that qualified 
the U.S. for the 2008 Olympics in 
Beijing, China.
 Eckstein also served as the bullpen 
coach for Team USA during the 
World Baseball Classic, and has 
been mentioned in some circles as 
possessing the tools to be a manager 
in the near future.

What was it like working with  
Davey Johnson?
Rick Eckstein: I tell you what,  
Davey Johnson has an incredible 
knack for getting the most out of each 
individual player that he can, as well as 
the team as a whole. He’s in tune with 
everything that’s going on. I’ve learned 
so much about coaching and managing 
and about the heartbeat of the team 
from him. It’s just been a tremendous 
honor and a benefit to me to sit down 
and talk to him, and for him to want me as  
part of his staff. It’s just been a blessing 
for me.

You’re making a name for yourself as a hitting coach.  
Do you want to continue in that role, or do you have  
the desire to manage?
RE: I have been approached about managing, but the 
Cardinals are reluctant to do that right now because they  
like the job I’m doing as a hitting coach. I don’t really think  
in terms of either managing or being a hitting coach—I just  
like being around the game. Whatever the team I’m working 
for wants me to do, I’ll do. But I definitely like the hitting side of 
things and working with hitters.

Alex Rodriguez and Derek Jeter with Rick 
Eckstein during 2006 World Baseball Classic
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What’s the most satisfying part of working with 
hitters?
RE: Watching their development; that’s really satisfying. It’s 
great when you’re working on some things with hitters, and they 
implement it in the game and it shows up in the game…you 
can see how they benefited from their hard work. That’s always 
exciting.

Has your brother ever come to you for help?
RE: We talk all the time. Over the years, we’ve always talked 
about the game, about hitting, about adjustments.

Ever just sit back and marvel at how 
quickly your stock as a coach has risen?
RE: You know, when I first met [USA Baseball 
Executive Director and CEO] Paul Seiler I 
was a bottom-of-the-totem pole coach and 
he came through the locker room with the 
Montreal Expos. That was the first time we 
met. And a year and a half later, I’m with the 
World Baseball Classic staff, then we had  
won in Cuba to qualify for the Olympics… 
and it’s all happened so fast. But I don’t focus 
on that, really. I try and stay focused day to day 
on the job I’m committed to doing and working 
with the guys, trying to get better.

Will you continue in some capacity with 
USA Baseball?
RE: Sure, I’m looking forward to the World 
Cup [IBAF World Cup in Taipei, Taiwan] 
in November and also being a part of the 
Olympic baseball staff going to Beijing. It’s just 
an honor to be a part of that staff. The people 
with USA Baseball, Paul Seiler, Eric Campbell, 
and everybody on down through the ranks, 
are just tremendous. It’s a family atmosphere 

with the USA Baseball staff, and that trickles down into all their 
programs. I love it.

What’s a good day for Rick Eckstein?
RE: I’m sitting in Omaha, Neb., right now and I’ve got my video 
camera out which I used to tape last night’s game. I’m going 
through the game and inputting it into my computer. I’ve shown 
a couple of clips to a couple of my hitters this morning over 
breakfast in the lobby. I’ll watch the game, try to come up with a 
game plan for adjustments for each individual player…go to the 
gym at 11 o’clock to lift some weights, go get lunch, then go to 
the park and implement that plan. That’s a great day.

A Quick Hit with a Rising Star 
in the Coaching Ranks
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USA Baseball lost a member of its family last 
year with the passing of legendary coach Rod 
Dedeaux, who died in January 2006 at the age 
of 91.

Dedeaux, who coached 45 
years at USC (1942-86), led 
the Trojans to 11 College 
World Series titles and 28 
conference championships. 
He also coached the 1984 
U.S. Olympic Team to a silver 
medal in Los Angeles, with a 
roster of players that included 
Mark McGwire, Will Clark and 
Barry Larkin among others.

In 1964, Dedeaux coached 
the U.S. amateur team that 
played in Tokyo in conjunction with the 1964 
Olympics.

Dedeaux’s Trojans teams won five consecutive 
NCAA championships from 1970-74, and no 

other school has won more than two straight. In 
1996, he was named head coach of the All-Time 
CWS team by a panel of former CWS coaches 

and writers. In 1999, he was 
named “Coach of the Century” 
by both Baseball America and 
Collegiate Baseball.

Many fans didn’t realize that 
the legendary college coach 
actually played two games in 
the major leagues, going 1-for-4 
with an RBI as a shortstop with 
the 1935 Brooklyn Doders.

In 2006, Dedeaux was part of 
the inaugural class inducted 
into the new College Baseball 
Hall of Fame, joining – among 

others – USA Baseball alumni Will Clark, 
Brooks Kieschnick and Robin Ventura in that 
initial class.

I n  M e m o r i a m
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In 1999, h e wa s n a m e d 
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